| 5 R vo w KI, 
bt "— A: 
- P we » #- EOS ; " 
v2 e 2; L 
. * y ; 
T po; 7%: 5 
, F 


y ws 
op We ng 


= : ret: Rs 

Gd” or, hg " | 

itil Of. 1 
— \ «4 


_ - go renrondged or, 


INES 40 Hdrey of lewd behanior, 

LI! which bare contemp tuoufſly 
Prophancd al 0 oben ro Fir together 
with ſome. dejpte' of rmine owne', toretaine 
the wauering dl: Poſitions of others , mbich 
may bt in like teoparate to br abuſed here- 


after, haue pur me into a buſines would God © 


ſo helpefull for them , as neceſſarie ſor the 
time, Tmeane this E .nebſo tranſlation, of 4 
' wot excellent Latin Original, It treateth 
| for the honorable maintenance of Parents 
authoritic,and'y was compiled ſome fiue and 
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nl The late exderience of ſomie 
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-£&4 & 70 $a) WS AE P Purpoſe tore: 
ET claire his ſonkee Renatiis, who at thit tirke, 
Cf "being va ſees chan his fathers 

leaze had betaken himſelfe to the leſuites 


company. Doubtles the'Yv0d Parents griefe 
for an miinvitaf ſuch bainout qualtic of he 
| may be heard ſpeaking tit of the tender be- 
F wells of his affettion,\ is ener within mea- 
fare thouzh it be exceſſine, inſt, thaugh pa## 
bope of reconery, A ſonneg1ey.the eldeſt ſon, 
the frſt fruits of bis frengih o faire aboud, 
#8 be ſtript from his nature 
and imorulated in a fiocke of a firange kind, 
would abate the impatation of being cenſu- 
red paſſionate without a cau{e < enery wan, to 
my thinking, pon the ſuppoſall of ſuch « 
perſon, being apt to acknowledge ſo muth in 
himſcl{c,and that in the Poets pbraſe, 

Huic vni forſ2n,poteri ſuccumbere culpz. 
The dignity of the diſcourſe needs no inlarg- 
went by e preface, for (if too much increds- 
litte ouer-weene not my iudgment) the mo# 
cen/orious Criticke, if he finde patience to 
pera/eit in the natine Edition, will in meere 
ſl inſftice 


e perfarce, 
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inſlice commend moſt,or allew all. The file 
$5 cloſe I full of fluſfe, the choice 
of his words apt and = = —_— 
e and 08s, t s of Lis 
R—_ drawne bya ſtrong arme wp —_ | 
bead, themonclty of 2x amples delightful, 
the authorities venerable;yet infinitl vari- 
0K his dealing faire aud father-like conten- 
dnp, rather for truth thas conqueſt. Now 
might 1 take fa much preſumption pon me, 
4: to hope" vf ſome degree of your Graces 
good acceptance, (to whom eſpecially, for diſ- 
tonrſe,or tile it is moſt properly belonging) 
1 wonld farther alledge for my ſelfe, that I 
hane ofien ſrene my worthy predeceſſor Af. 
DoRorGentilis, his Ma'i* Frofeſ/or for 
the Cinil Lawes,reading me ſome Lettures, 
and teaching me how to offend in this kind, 
whom 1 ener found of this opinion, that his 
excelltt Lugubrations nener proſpered bet- 
ter than when they receined luſtre from your 
Graces indictows confirmation : to whom, as 
he wes ery much obliged,ſo was he not ſþ4- 
ring rather by preuenting oceaſion than by 
taking it thankfully to report the FR 
jo is 


The Epillc Dedicitorte. 


hiffly becauſe tht age wherein:we live,  ( 


meh wificed With un Epidermal diff emper. 
of diſobedienct, the cure will.be ſanght {or 
at thr hands , who by reaſonof their en- 


near Place of pratfiſe , beſt _know.( ovi of 


thriy preat learning} to applyſaverdiynt an- 
fidates avainſf ſuch malig nent qualities, ond 
if that will nat worke, then me thinks Lu- 
Ghits Brncus þ& fewrrrere well allared would 
. wot rome out of foaſon that derobrd himſelf 


of all ve/bett of 4 Father, thathemnight the. 


batter act thepart of a Conſull,exuir Patre 
vr Conſulemageret. For ſuch auſtericie. 
tn Parents many times proves pitch ,: and i 
powerful, to makes obedience where it finds 
' none. A reformutidn of ſo genetall impor 
rant that ener man ma: be fard'ts haut a 
part mit though he c.in chatenzema proper - 
tir, becauſe quod communcret meum 
eft, and (without peradurntire) an onda- 
trfnll ſonn: ſo recldimed to his naturell obe- 
diente,ts that commune bununm. 


Your:Graces in all thymble 
ſence wo be commanded, 


loun ByDDEN,. 


The Author to the 
Reader. 


; EST Auing for three whols 
d NY & C yeeres together, made 
| [SYS] Þ continnall enquine at- 
FYGS2 ter my eldeſt ſonne, 
and that to ſmall purpole , { torhe 
is among the leſuirs ) Lam now de- 
termined to preſent y to publike 
view , Which I ſhould otherwiſe 
haue ſequeſtred to priuate vle. I 
treat with him as with an oftender, 
that contemptuouſly refuſeth to 


make his appearance; and as a man 


ſhould 


ſhould do with a runaway, that is; }_ 
by writ of outlaric , and proclama+' } 
tion oof rebellion. Therefore I be- 
teech thee good Reader ; if this ex- 
poltulation 8& complaint of mine 
appeare vnto thee altogether cauſ- 
lefſe, and ifit happilie ſo fall out, 
that thou mcet with this poore 
youth, thus eſloined and ſeduced 
trom me; be a meanes, that he may 
ſometimes peruſe this ſmaltreatiſe: 
thenif he find. himſelfe reſolued, to 


be at his owne reines, & diſpoſing, 
I paſſe not, father or. not father , 
whether he ſo take meor (o refuſe 
me. From Angiers &c. 
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forParents honour, and-' 


\ Nazuzene in his oration _ 
Apologeticall which hee 
*y made to the people: ſaich, 

: - = that there is a great ph POE SE 
more in'the authority apertaining ropardhts. -x> = ©: 4 
which is giuen the urns, than- 2 [3 
inthar which hath bin eſtabliſhed. byimien;ea - 
therin their wrictenlawes, ;corlongcontinued 
cultom@lsit ſochatthisonecommandenient -' 

Honour thy Father and 'thy HMorther 'conv 
"wmaunds|more withichildren;.than: char thi 
deous thunderclap of diſiuheriting rheniwitine 

-Lenced by the Grecians, or thenche con® 
C479 IH! wiflion- 
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2 A diſcourſe for parents 
miſſion ofliand death, which though ie be 


deteſtable in nature, yet was it our owne 
French law, and in vſelikewiſewith many o- 


ther nations belide3; or then thoſethree (o- 


lemne alicnations, whereby children werc 
freedefrom their parents ſubietion, and fo 
many counterſales, which made chem bond 
againe: deuiſes (aitis well knowne) of the 
Romane policy ? Should the ſonne beene 
found diſobedient to his Father, by theſe 
lawes, the father did right himſelfe, and was 
both accuſer, witnetle and judge. Morcouer 
the execution of puniſhments, whereunto he 


' might ſentencethem, were of ſuch nature, as # 
ehe very repreſentation of them to their me- 


mories (they were ſo bloudy & cruell)might 
preſently deterre from attempting or cnter- 


| taining the leaſt breach of their bounden 


ducty : but on Gods part, a bare commande- 
ment onely is ſufficient: be the childe duti- 
full, theresa reward for him;be he obſtinare, 
theres no puniſhment inflied. And yet wee 
ſay, that lawes preuaile more whenthey bee 
penall, then when they ſimply doe but will 
and require,and thatauthority is more awful, 
which is properly our owne,and exerciſed in 
our owne name and right, then that forſooth 
which is indented with couenants, and taken 
yponcurtclic froman other. 

Now 


honour, andanthority. 3 


. Now lir, how wrought that ſame ſoue- 
raigne fatherly authority,I meane that which 
$tlued from the prouilion of man, and noe 
from the ſacred conſtitution of God? why it 
wrought thus much, that this private dilci- 
pline, did ſometimes farre excecde the pub- 
lick, infomuch, that wherein the Magiſtrates 
immediate authority{cemed feeble and ina 
manner mayined, there the domeltique dif. 
cipline(bcing appealed vato as toan higher 
juriſd1Rion)gaue preſent help and alliſtznce; 
thatis to ſay, parents wereableto doe more 
with theirchildren, then law or legion, or 
DiRator himſelfe, {». Martins Cortola- 
»«s marched forth with a dangerous army , 
again(t his country, breathing torth nothing 
but ruine and valtation,whomade him to dil- 
arme himſelt,forſake his enlignes,& lcaue the 
commaund ofthe field but VerariaonlytHe 


"that neither yeelded to Senators fent vnto 


him, nor Magiſtrates,nor priclts, yeeldedto 
his mother. He that neither the Matieſty of 
the Empire, nor any touch of religion could 
cauſe once to retire, did ſoone relent at the 
name of his mother. 

Cn, Seruilins, L,Sergins, M.Papirius, being 
Tribunes together , and in like authority, 
which was alſo Conſular, were vehement 
competitors, which of them ſhould be gene- 
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$ | A diſcourſefor garems 

rall in the war againltthe Zucani; cuery one 
was forfimſclfe:and thereupon deſpiſed the 
charge of the City as an office altogether 
thankletle and baſe: the Senators beheld the 


contention with aſtoniſhment, Dictator was 


* there none,that by ſtrong hand might order 


theſe fatious Tnibunes, ſaith 2. Sernilins, 
nay fich therc is no reſpet hereby carried to 


 yourowneranke and quality, norduty tothe 


eltace of thiscommon wealth,my fathleryau- 
chority ſhal ſoone diſpatch this controverlie, 
I'tel}you,my ſonne without drawing of any 
lots forthe matrer,ſhal bide at home,and go- 
uerne the City, And what did.the Father of 
C.F/aminius tribune of the common people, 
which enacted the law about the partage of 
ſome french grounds,by thepoll,the Senate 
was againlt it,tris colleagues mainly oppoſed 
him, which he (et light by, an army was mu+- 
fired againſt him(in caſe he ſhouldperfiſt in 
that opinion(but chat danted him nothing, 
his father,cuen as hewas inthe place to haue 
PIG his new made Law, ſeizes vpon 


him: how was it now with my yoog walter? 


downe comes he from hjs chaire of eſtate, 
and this brauc gallant .chat before ſer at 
novght al] the mateſty,authority.and prero- 
gatiue of his country, is now ſubdued at a 


puore priuate mans check,and as M.Yalerms 
| | ftoricth 


honour, and authority. 5 
floricthit inhis fiſt booke, was not fomuch 
as once blamed for it,by 
of che-ſcflions ſo dilap 
vp. How thew-is it 


more force in mans law than inthebareand 
ſimple precept as it was delivered from God 
by Moſer, eſpecially if that be true which 
Halicarnaſſas reporteth that' contempt, im- 
piety, murdering of parents, were therefore 
ordinary monſters among the Greekes, but 
exceeding ſcarce andſeldome to be found in 
Rome, becauſe the authority which thoſe 
ancient Law makers Charondas Pittacus and 
Solen,allignedto parents,was a mild and fee- 
ble regiment contrariwiſe that which Remw- 
lus gaucwas abſolute, full, and without limi- 
tation, whence it cameto palle that inal! the 
largeterritory ofthe Romane Empire, hard- 
ly will you meete with one Maleolus that is, 
ſuch adeſperate rufhan,as butchered his own 
mother? | 

- Whatthen may we ſay of this diuinecom- 
mandement eſtabliſhed ( as weſee)ncither by 
threat'of abdication, nor lolle of life? here 
isonly commanded that which honeſty and 
good conſcience perſwades vnto.Norlet any 
man thinke that it is a good anſwerto the 


the muttering 

Fin broken 
ible, but” that irfthe” 
point of parents authority, there ſhould be' 


obicion to ſay that Moſes Law, alwell as 
| B 3 any 


6 A diſcourſe for parents 
any other law, did not only ſharply cenſure 
parricide —_ euery diſhoneſt andidle 
ſpeech vttcre@by a lonne, for we intreat nor, 
whatauthority a publique. magiſtrate bath, 
neither of a iugiciall proceeding held in con- 
liftorjies, and commonAlliſes,wetalke of that 
which may be exerciſed at our home dwcl. 
Jings,in our owne priunte houſholds, which 
fathers,not officers, by verive of their ofkce, 
challengeouer their children, that istoſay 
withoutappcale to any higher bech,without 
alli{tance of any other Iudges ofticc? For lo 
it is, he that puniſheth by the helpe of ano. 
ther, doth in deed not puniſh but complaine. 
Bur yet over and abouealthat which we haue 
alrcady obiected againtt $.Gregory, it falls ſo 
ſhortchat parents by this heauenly oracle 
haue:any more dominion ouer thcir chil- 
dren,than ether by theſe, or other humane 
lawes, that in truth they cannot beſaid,to 
1aue receined thence any one iot of power 
or authority. For Jet aſonnebencgligentin 
performing of that one command,:honour 
thy father,xhac may the father doc inſucha 
calc?Itis true,it allures him with reward, that 
is,witha proſperous and along life,but ie puts 
oucr no puniſhment into the fathers hands, 
no none atall, Asthough inſo doing, ſome- 
whatwould be faund, which nature of her felf 
could 


honour, and authority. 7 


could not well abide . Did CI/s then 
miltake, and when he deliuered Gods lawes 
was he ſomewhat morecarclet{p in this point 
which concernes Fathers? A linne itis ſo to 
fay; for this authority of parents, which wee 
ſeeke after, was for precedency of time farre 
more ancient than the commandement it 
ſelfe, which is demo(tratiuely, proued by this 
very inſticethat God almighty,would neuer 


- hauecommanded 24brabam to haue facrifi. 


ced his ſonne 7aacke, if hee had had no com- 
million of life and death over him. Would 
God haue cnioyned it, would the father haue 
executed it, would ncighbours and ſtrangers 
haue endured it, which in nocafe ac notime, 
by nolaw a father might becablero iuſtifie? 
belides they thatliued long before Moſer, 
would neucr haue buſied themſclus fo much 
in matching of their children ia wedlock: for 
that was a matter relting in their choyce,not 
in the choice of the parties contracting mari- 
age,which (inne of theirs was cauſe of the v- 
niverſal delugc)nor wold the children bin fo 
cager in purſuit of their parents bl:fling :and 
what ſhall we ſay morc? ſurely the bare en- 
ditement brought in bythe father to the 
Magiſtrate, would neuer have ſerued for a 
ſufficientevidence againlt an vndutiful child, 


ifeuen in thoſe dayes , the power of afather 
B 4 and 
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and his donieftiqued 


might wee fay for Nazianzenc ? ' Without! 
doobe ſomething mighebee ſpoken for him , 
andvery much,wereit not, that thevery ſelfe: 


AmeChriftianReligion,which ine manner - 


wereceined from him, did in ſomeforte now: 


crotſe the good Chriſtian Biſhops allertion,- 


Forthis authority of parents(ifthere be any 
ſuchthing extant)isſo far reuolted from that' 
which was ordained and cftabliſhed by God, 


by nature, bythe Lawof nations , and Law 


palinve, and that forſooth- vpon no other 


occalion (butthat wee (I cannot tell how)- 


. ©. ſeverthis filiall ductic fromreligion) that a-/ 
©" mnong Chriſtians now adayes to be a Father, 
- IFtothing elſc bur (oto bee tearmed,the dus' 


feis gone though the name continue. Can 


_ Chriſtian religion ther;and Gods heavenlic 


comrandement;- wich Saint Gregory fo 
highly commendeth, maintaine the home 


diſcipline, if Chriſtians bee che'men which: Þ. 


cfpecially ouerthrow'it ? But beforewe palle 


any further in the diſcourſe, let ys latishethis- - 


great Divine;andthen conlider, whether itbe 
left 


ie diſcipline had not beenE 
very tranſcendent. What ſhall wee ſay then? © 
Did God by his latter lawrepealethe former” 
and confine this dyery to an-inhibition of / 
worges alone? Ifthecaſewereſo, what then 


true, that now adaicsthere is any authority - 
Þen'l © '$ 
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4eftvs ouer our children orno;:and if ic-bes- 


any , and--yer but of verieſanxall eſteeme, 
whether notwithſtanding irbee- ſixth, or ſo 
much, asſhould Be expoſed to all contempe 
and \*Vog «Hor age itis, tharthe outragious 
crucltywhich-the ancient Lawmakers devi-: 
ſed roimproue the power of parents withall,: 
was but acaſt of policy,thatſo in regardther- 
of; either out of pure conftraint,or ofa ready 
mind, children might conforme themſelues: 
to better behauiour,and at no hand beewith- 
drawne from that reuerent obeyſance;,which 
naturallaffetion(andnolawnor ordinance? 
of man) taughtthem,as they were ſucking of * 
their morhers breaſts. T hey intheirwifedom' 
nan rr eas Gary fo: prone to. 
d luſt,ſoatrogant and laſciuious in be. 
taviour,ſo hard to bee tamed and menaged, 


that they concluded itro bee acaſe of mecre:' 


neceſſity by way of enacting ſuch terrible pu- 
niſhments, te renue and repaire that, which 
was ſd far corrupted and depraued from na- 
cures primitiue inſtitutionztharas in old time 


. they kept debrers to their word by tearing 


-cheir limsin' ſurider, & drawing bloud from: 


then,& the like; ſo the very ſhew and re-: 
preſencation of ſuch horrible torturcs and? 


| mattyrdomes whith parents might infli® 
4 


vpontheir children,mighe leſſon them obe- 
| « dience 
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10 A diſcourſe for parents 
dicnce and bearethem downe, if they ſhould 
cuer attempt or vndertake any thing that 
palt not firſt by their allowance and Jeaue,by 
whom they liued,& had their education: but 
yet thereby no checke was giuen to naturall 
atfeRion, for it was to be intended that al- 
though parents might be (o tender of their 
childrens good as to enter into ſuch (eucre 
termes of conſultation for them, yet the law- 
makers neuer dreamed it would once (o hap- 
pen,which they permitted: thatis, chata ſon 
might be ſold by the father for a bond-Gaue, 
dilinherited,and then kild. Or if perchance 
it might ſo fall out, that it ſhould be vpon 
ſuch as had worthily deſerued it, and with 
ſuch circumſtantiall conliderations, that iu- 
ſtice her (clfe, ſhould ſne haue giuen iudge- 
ment could neither haueſaid better, or done 
moreyprightly, But God almighty handles 
matters otherwiſe,that which he commands 
is plainly ſet down, not with fetches and de- 
nices. For hceneeds no compalling or pre- 
facing to perſwade that to be juſt andgood 
which he once requires , he is (ocllenti- 
ally good of himſelte, and hath (ſuch a pre. 
ropatiue of iuftice and equity coſubſlantiall 
to him as his bare command neccllarily en- 
forceth our preciſe obedience, Religion keeps 

men more in aw,than feare; for werethe ſon 
| looſe 
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honoar, and authority. IT 


looſe or diſhoneſt, of converſation, and for 
that cauſe oftentimes turnd out of doores, 
nay laltly refuſed of the parents for their 
child, becauſe no gentle meanes prevailed 
ought with him? Why if once he were con- 
uverted to chriſtianity preſently ( ſaith Sep- 
:iins) hebecainetoliuve in good order,and 
good counlell regaind him to duty and obe- 
dience, Doubtletle though God viito theſe 
lawesof menand nature inſerted alſo his hea- 
uenly beheſt, yet did henothing thereby pre- 
judicethoſe former Jawes; he commanded 
obcdience,but neuer abrogated any part of 
theirauthority. Nay long time after Chiiſts 
paſſion, the commillion + of life and death 
which parents might exerciſe vpon their 
children, was ſtil] currant among(t Chriſti- 
ans, and though the more ancient of then 
reproued fone things among the Pagans, 
as the murdering of yong infanes,the bloudy 
fencing of ſword players, yet againſt that ter- 
ribie authority of parents they (pake nota 
word. Ard howſocucr God -in bare termes 
pronounces this Commandement, honowr 
ry father and thy mother, yet notwithſtanding 
for tworcaſons eſpecialiicitfarre exceeds the 
lawes of men. The one is, becauſe what he 
commands is conſtant and perpetuall, but 
our lawes. bce mutable and repealcable: if 
any 


13 boneur, and authority. 
any thing pleaſe vs to day, to morrow weare 
out of loue withit: a patterne whereof wee 
may-ſec in that verie lawe which Remus 
ordained, For at firſt without all exception 
or bar, itwas free for a father toputhis child 
todeath. Afterwards it might not beedone 
but vpon the. alliſtance and advice of o- 
thers, then the cauſe muſt bee heard judici- 
allie: laftlie the magiſtrate might decideit, 
but no priuatejurildiction,nay in concluſion 
thac' rigorous lawe, vtterlic vaniſhed and 
became voide: the other is, becauſe it the 
injunction of a Conſult bee greater, than 
the Pretors and the Pretors greater than 
an order of the Edilis, it will necetlarilie 
follow,in good proportion, that the lawe of 
God is tro bee preferred before any ordi- 
nance of man whatſocuer. And why ſo? be. 
cauſe men in their wiſedomes may erre, and 
therupon be of meane reputation by reaſon 
of ſuch eſcapes &ouerlights,as ſaith the ſame 
Tertallian, In God there is noſuch matter;ſo 


then, $. Gregory who vnderſtood this well 


enough, and was of opinion that this precept 
of our Lord God ſhould be lcftat large, and 
never concluded by any limitation, ( when 
he had forſaken the world, againſt the will 
and expreiſe commandement of his father, 
and had betaken himſelfe to a monaſtery, 


and 
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and had refuſeda Biſhopricke which before 


. was his fathers, yetat length he began tobe 


touche with a ſence of inward regrecting : 
and can I(fith he)be vadutifull aud diſobcr 
dient vnto (o good a father,and be blameles; 
can Iendure to be accuſed fora ftubborne 
and contemptuous ſonne,to be guilty of vi. 
olating and diftaining my natural obedience 
vnto my father? and thereupon leaving the 
ſolitary life, he gets him home, accepts the 
ſea and Biſhopricke which, had been before 
his fathers : and allthis doc I({aith he)more 
for God almighties commandement fake, 
than for any feare of mortall men : therefore 
now good father, pray giue me yourbleſling, 
And in this ſence (you (ſee) may S. Gregory 
be well vnderſtood. For cuen S.Chry/oſtome 
in his eleventh booke againſt ſuch as diſcom. 
mend the monalticall life,writes in this man: 
ner: Thy (on loues and obſerues, and honors 
thee,nor becauſe the law of nature enioynes 
him ſo co doe, but much more for that in fo 
doing hee may teltifie his ductie to the 
commandements of almighty God , for 
whoſeloue he hath perfitly deſpiſed and ree 
linquiſht all che world. But it noewithſtan: 
ding all chis,jt be true, that now adaycs there 
be no crace left of this fatherly power which 
welo mnch huncafter, and if this homebred 


authoritie 


14 A diſcourſe for parents 
authority be ſcarce remaining in ſhadow or 
ſhew among vs, how may $.Gregory be then 
defended ?the power of life and death long 
lince hath bin diſcontinued by an immemo. 
riall cultome to the contrary/as beforewe 
mentioned ) you cannot pawne or ell your 
ſonne,much adoe you will haue to dilinherit 
him. If he ger any thing itis for himſeife, his 
father hath no part nor property init, hee 
vill {-rue higfather with procetle, he will en- 
ditc him at the common Allize without as- 
king him any leaue, And in a word {uch is 
thereligion now adaies,ſuch is the Churches 
tradition ( as menſay) that let the ſonne cn. 
tetinto any kind of life, bee married, bce a 
monke, or ſo forth, all this may he doe in 
ſpight of his fathers teeth, and abſolucely a- 
painl(t his will, How then ( good farher Na- 
224anz,ere ) or wherein ſtands that ſanion 
ſo much inforced by God and nature, ho- 
vor thy frher. What did(t thou ſeein that au- 
chority royall,and preheminence of parents 
whenchou vpon a timorous ſcrupulolitie of 
conſcience durit not oncelſo much as to rrel- 
palleagainlt ic. If in thecafes before mentio- 
ned our children may difobey rheir parents, 
and yet not bepunſhed by them, put mee 
ſome caſes out of the old law,why they ſhold 
not now enjoy the like libertie? or what be 


the 
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the principall points of this domeſtique mo- 
———_—_——_ thechriſtian religion,doth yet 
retaine and defend for Jawfull? can it bee 
pollible, that heathen parents haue puni- 
ſhed euen to the pit of hell a ſhamelelle and 
vngratious ſonne(ſo far were they in louewith 
thechildrens obedience ) it is a matter ſpo- 
ken of that father which ( as Payſanivs rela- 
teth it in his tenth booke) Polignorus drew 
ina piure of hell taking paines to bee his 
owneſonnes hangman for a ſpeciall prancke 
of vndutifulneſle, that he had plaid himin his 
life time: And haue chriſtians on the con- 
trary invented caſes, to authoriſe vnnaturall 
impictic and breach of duty againſt parents? 
can it be poſſible ( as ſaith Theophilus in bus 
third booketo Emro!l.)rhat Platoes Jaw for the 
communitie of wiues,was principallievpon 
that point diſliked, becauſe the danger might 
be,thatthe ſonne might ſomtime honor him 
that was not his father, and vpon ignorance 
atanother time might alſo doe him no re- 
uerence, who was his fath:r indeed, ( a re- 
erence neuertheletTe ſo due by the rules of 
the lawe ofnations, and in ſuch order mar- 
ſhalled by them,that (as Pomponins teltifieth) 
itis to be ranged in the ſccond place, firſt 
God, after him our parents, and then our 
country)and ſhould we vnder colour of reli- 
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ligion in that one point principallic offend 


Firſt and foremoſt, therefore we will ſpeak© 


thus much in generall (as men dovſec toſell 


wares in grollethat the polition and alſertion' 
is very (otciſh and impious, becauſe thego.- | 


nernment of parents,is weakned and tebated 


in ſome points, and-circled within an or: 


der,that, Ergo there is no ſuch matter ar all 
remaining,becauſe the preheminenceof pa» 
rents is abrogaced, (to (peake in the Romane 


diale&) ergo it mult follow there is noduty 


no naturalþreverence at all left'vntothemrn; 
Then deſcending to particulardueties, wee 
will take a view, whether cuery one--of 
them bee ſo important, as that of pure ne- 
celſitie parents ought to bee obered in ſpe- 
ciall or no? Which will-be ſoone found if 
wetake ſome farther view, and make a quire, 
whatthat was which the ancients did-ſoecx- 
atly require of theirchildren when they palt 
oucrfuch alarge iuciſdiftion and powervn- 
rothe parents; the caſe is cleere, that-they 
did it not therefore, that parents ſhould bee 
as magiſtrates to their children,and ſo admi- 
niſterjuſticeat hometo every one that their 
children had offended, againe as:the Prator 
did in the Court of the common pleas, nor 


that there ſhould be one authority publique, / 


another priuate and domellique, Forif: the 


crime | 


| 
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-tfrime were publicke, and committed with. 
outthe verge of the fathers houſe,the officer 
ras toorder it, Nor is ita good conclulion, 
thechild hath offended, therefore he muſt 
haucno other iudge but his father, Indeed tt 
istrue that there were ſuch fathers in tines 
paſt at Rome,and likewiſe among(t other na- 
tions ( whereof we hauc written in the (ixe 
book of our reports, the ſeaenth Chaprer ) 
that by vertue of ſuch fatherly authoritie, 
wold rake cognifance of ſuch crimes as their 
children had offended in abroad; as{ afſins, 
Aanlins Torquatus, C. Flamminus and ſome 
others belides,}{o then this was no occalion, 
that gaue ſuch aprerogatiueto the power of 
parents, but that rather which Ha/icarnaſſexs 
inthelife of Romulus alleadgeth, that when 
children did pereeiue, how they were awed 
at home,and thartheir (ubicRtionvnder their 
private parents, was much more ſtri& chan 
vnder the publique. Magiltrate , { for they 
arecommanded tir(t 'to yeeld obedience to 
their parenes,after that to their country )that 
the Prince himſelfe. might ſcarce doe any 
thingwithour iudicia}} proceeding. Butthe 
father might do euery thing at his own will 
& pleaſure{for fofpeaks AriFoele in his poli- 
tiques)they might learne to be 1nore duti- 
full,co doc nothing withour line and _ 
nat 
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that is, without expretſecommandement and 
iniuncion from their parents, might neither 
will,nor nil ought, ſauc that which proceeded 
firſt from their parents pleaſure and by his 
allowance. In aword,that as the bit, ſpur,and 
ſwitch,makesthe horſe obedient to his rider, 
ſo the teare of fo great chaſtiſements might 
enforce the ſonnes conformity to his father, 
as foa demic God on carth,and ſole founder 


of his being. And ſurely, had our forefathers | 


meant no other thing hereby then to pur 
a ſnatfle into youthes mourh, to reſtraine 
them from ſuch vices as nature is prone vn. 
to, why then they would have determined 
this their authoritie, at ſomecertainetimcor 
age of the ſonne, vpon ſome certaine office 
or honour,that might haue befallen,orſome 


conditionand eſtate of life whereunto they 


might poſliblic be aduanced. But theſonne, 
were he neuer ſo old, bare he neuer fo great 
office, yca had it been the high Prieſthood, 
was euer notwith{tanding vnder his fathers 
checke. And what thinke youwasthe iſſue 
thcreof?marry fir,whatſocuer the father had 
once determined concerning his children, to 
what kind of lifeſoeuer he had bound them, 
yeaand though it had been to the. cart and 
plough,as L. Marlins did vie his ſonne,why 
by reaſon of ſo emincat a power, _— 
whic 
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which there was no helpe, no remedie to be 
had, he muſt of neceflity reſt content. Herce 
it was that all che ſonnes negotiations had 
ſuch dependance on the fathers will, as you 
ſcecountetpaines haue,that mull accotd with 
their otiginalls, or rivers haue, that mult be 
fed from their fountaines head. And though 
( pur eaſe) the ſonne ſwarting ſome deale 
from this courſe of duty, as beings ſtubborne 
and paſt all ihame; found his penalty rherc- 
upon executed, {oinctime with more rigour, 


ſometimes with moreclemency, though the 


father by the ordinances of ſome countries 
might ſentence his ſonneto death, by others 
complaine of him tothe magiltrate,and only 
giuc in cuidence again(t him, nay though by 
long preſcription theſe dometttque cenfures 


Y haue been alrogether difufed. For to {mall 


purpoſe is thzir inſtance, #nd(God knowes 
it is a poore one )that alleadge why but yong 
children be (til yetvnder their parents cor- 
reftion:it wilt be nogood infetence to con- 
clude that theretore 1t is not now any longer 
jult and reaſonabte beeauſe Jaw had once ve- 
termined it to be ſoz it witi be no good inte-- 
renceto conctude, that the law and edit of 
all nations, whieh' decrees an abſolute obe- 
dience to parents, is iow clearcly vaniſhed 
#nd out of v{c. Eawes be lavyes (tit, chovgh 
C2 they 
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they be not penall, though there be no loſfe 
of life nor forfeiture of goods enſuing: as for 


example,adultery though there be (mal adoe | 
made about it,now adaies, yetin 1ts ownena« | 


eurc,it is alwaies foule and diſhoneſt. If either 
by negligence or coniuencie it be not ſharply 
puniſhed,the Jaw notwithltanding is ſtil chaſt 


and honorable which forbids it. And ſo the 
law for childrens obedience, is cuer right | 
& conuenient,though many times no penal-, | 


tic enſue Thisis evident ſpecially out of Mo- 
ſes. it is true, he would not that a father ſhould 
u hischild to death with his owne hands, 


ut rather ſeeke for it by petition from the 


magiſtrate, and ſo haue it exccuted,and that 
alſo without any other enquelt, or evidence, 
than at the fathers ſuit: from whence it is 
more then probably colleed, that in the 
common wealth of the Jewes the father had 
a ſoucraigne authority, in caſes of life and 
death,for alrhough by this order of Aoſes, 
it wereſomewhat (taid from ſpeedy exccuti- 
on,yet the matter is plaine,thar it is calier for 
me to bee a petitioner that another man 
ſhould be executed and die,than that I ſhould 
be his executioner with mine owne hands, 
But howſocuer, I would faineknow and learn, 
why and for what offence a father might en- 
dite his fonne,by this Hebrew Law-makers 
deerce, 


honour, and authority. 21 


decree,that vpon ſuch conuiction he might 
be preſently {toned to death, Was it becauſe 
he was a murtherer a Church:robber , a 
traitor,a theef,a fornicator,or an viſual offen- 


| - dor againlt the peace of the King, His crown 


and ny Letvs heare his owne words de. 
livered cothis purpoſe: 

If any man haue aſonne that is ſiubborne and 
diſobedient which will not harken to the woice of 
hu father,nor the voice of his mother, and they 
hane chaſtiſed him and he would not obey them. 

T hen ſhall his father and his mother take him, 
and bring him out unto the Flders of his Citie, 
_ vnto the oate of the place where hee dwel- 
teth: 

And ſhall (ay vntothe Elders of bis City, this 
Our (onne is ſtubborne and diſobedient, and he will 
nor obey our admonition, hs is a robber,. and a 
drunkard, | 

Then all the men of the Citic ſhall ſtone Eim 
with ſtones vnto death. 

I pray what manner of offences be there 


. herein mentioned? be they not treſpalles a» 


gainſt parents, priuate miſdemeanours and 
domeſticall,hatche within doores, not acted 
in publique view i certainly as by order of mi- 
litary diſcipline contempt in a ſouldier 15a 
crime very capitall,becauſe there is nothing 
lo far endangers the ſtate of an army, az 'one 
Mmutt- 
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mutinouſly diſpoſed, ſo by the ſame cor. 


reſpondencieof realon, it is fit and requilite 
that all perſons belonging to my charge, as 


my (eruants,my children,my wife, my cattell, | 
a'l ſhowld be at my becke, all ſLould be vn- 


der my condyQas the chiecfe generall, all 
ſhouid be atuated by my mption,as having 
ſyrrendred the jnterelt of their liberty into 
my plenary dj(poſitian and authority, e£/i- 
anns tells vsaltory of one Rhaco Mardnus,who 


having brovght his ſonne Carromes like a pri- | 


{oner with his grmes faft pinacled into the 
preſence of King Artaxerxes to receiue 
julgement of death,vpan ſuggeſtion that he 
was a graceletſe deſperate caſtaway, and grew 
to be very earneſt to that point, why (ſaith 
the K:ng of Perſ7z) canſt thou endure to be. 
hold thy ſonnes lite taken from him? his an- 
ſwer was, I hauein my garden a lctticerudely 
qhergraunge with leaues, and though they 
belims of the bodie, yet doe | now and then 
crop off and prune ſome of the bitter talkes, 
and ſych as may be ſpared; YVhat doth my 
lettice thinke you die for griete ypon the 
matter,or doth it mourne, becauſe there is a 
I,mbeor two lopt off ? nay,it flouriſheth the 
better an4 ſuch a maim makes him eat a great 
dealc theſweeter.Inlike manner may it pleaſe 
(you O King)go deeme of me, far albcit : 

es al 
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fhall ſeeand behold the death of this wrer. 
ched varlotthat hurts and anoies my houſc- 
hold,corrupts, by his tybborne and lewde 
example his poore yong brethren, Iwill ne- 
yerthelelle be (till of the opinion to ſpeed the 
better by it, yea and rather thrive by ſuch a 
maim than any waies beendamaged by it,and 
this is ſutable to that of 14:[s and Halcar. 
xaſſexs. But that I may the better proue this 
point, how is it that this queſtion, namelic 
whether a ſonne, in ſome cafe may lawfullie 
diſobey his father, firſt ſtepping alideout of 
private mens houſes, entred into the pub- 
lique ſchooles of the vniuerlitie , to bee 
diſputed and queſtioned there , and after 
to be decided finallieat the ſeat of twudgement, 
but that it was neuer in mans memorie heard 
of before, nay thecontrarie was euer held for 
certaineand true,thatſuch aqueſtion would 
neuer haue been propounded? when Danaxs 
much againſt his will, had matchr his fittie 
daughters to Ezi/thus his grandchildren, and 
had charged the yong virgins that on the 
mariage day euerie one ſhould murther hir 
husband with (uch a (word, as to that end he 
had given them, (the iu lt like tale may you 
read in { halcodilas, of a Phylition of Florence 


" that commanded his daughter to poiſon 


Lantiſlaus King of Naples the firſt night 
| they 


24 . A diſcourſe for parents 
they ſhould lic together) cuerie one did 99 
their father had enioined them excepting on- 
ly Hypermmeſtra which ſaved her husband 
Lyncexs his life. But what followed —_— 
theſe murderous paricides were (o far from 
being brought, to anſwer thelaw and plead 
not guiltic for the matter, or that their obe- 
diencc herein was deemed culpable,tharcon- 
trariwiſe Hypermneſtra , for that ſhe had not 
perforined hir fathers beheſt, was thereupon 
publiquelie arraigned, and much adoeto be 
freed at the common Alliſes,ſo that in point 
of obedience vnto parents no exception wold 
be taken, to haue denied them or to have 
doubled with them had vtterlje been vnlaw- 


full. Thetruth is, freed ſhe was, but the ver-. 


dit was brought in vpon euen voices, with 
ſuch deawurring, and ſo much hazard of life, 
(the record is famouſly knowne by her owne 
Jetter in O«1d)that asthaugh ſhe had eſcaped 
ſo:ne daagerous [hipwracke, ſhe builta Tem- 
ple vnto Venus and Diana, and hung vpata- 
lein memoriall of her deliuerie, How then 
ſrould that domeltique dutie be blemiſht or 
broken, when children chough they had 
ottended in obeying.their obedience notwith 
ſtanding, wasvrto them therr chicfeſt com- 
mendation,their refuſall acrime ytterlievn- 
parJonabie, That great Oracle of the Law 
| Vp rag 
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lpia» holds this opinion, that he may nor 
properlie be ſaid,to hauc any will of his owne 
that lives vnder commaund of a father or 
maſter,and well worthie is he of pardon ( as 
he thinkes)in this caſe, that pretends necella- 
rie obedience for his excuſe, And queſtions 
leiſeTiberies was of the ſame mind, that a 
ſonne might hy no meanes refuſe the com- 
mand of his father, But howſocuer, it hath 
been alwaies held((aith Gellims) be the thing 
honelt which is commanded,or be it indiffe- 
rent,the obedience thereunto ought to bee 
abfolute. Be it diſhoneſt and againſt good 
manners, yer thecare mult be ncuertheletle 
ſuch ſo not to obey, as tnat it bee done 
with a modeſt and lowly behaviour, notwith- 
a vaineof cart reprehenlion,orretuſall,or che 
lealt ſhew of di{ike, Reſpite the doing ot it for 
a time or putit off handfomehie, rather than 
refuſe to doe it,]et there appeare a maidenlic 
baſlifulnefle in a conſtant deniall, and letthe 
ſonne diſcouer ſome zcale that he would tain 
obey his father, when he obcieth him nor. 
As Ageſians did, who when his father charged 
him that he ſhould give a ſentence againſt 
law,marry father faith he I well remember, 
that long lince you willed me to be ever for 
the law, I will therefore at this time not doc 
that which you coinwand me now, but that 
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26 A diſcourſe far parents 

which was your pleaſure I ſhould have done 
long agoe. And as Acrotatur did, of whom 
when hisparents required ſomething vniult- 
lie hee denied it honeſtlic in this manner: I 
know you would haue meto doethat which 
is honeſt andiullt, for ſo you bred mevp (I 
thanke you)I will therefore doe that which 
you once willed me to do,but that which you 
now command, I may not. He that ſhould 
openlic gainclay and arrogantlie oppolc 
hiniſelfe againſt his father, ſhould proueno 
better than a malcpert wicked vngratious 
impe. Euenin a good cauſe,aſonnes ſpeech 


* towards his parents ſhould be hd and 


reverent, ( as Sa/uianws ſaith ) for how elle 
ſhould that be true, which our forcfathers 
were wont prouerbiallic to ſpeake, a man 
may wrong his dutie,by the calt of hiscoun- 
tenailccif by any law in the world a ſonnes 
diſobedience were maintainable. Should 
the perſon ofan Emballador be facred, and 
inuiolable, among enemies, and muſt you 
ſparc tovſethe lealt word of diſgrace again(t 
him?and would you haue the alter of a fa. 
milie entertaine,and harbour within his owne 
valls,vnder the roofe of his owne houſe, one 
authorized to be his comptroller, hischeck. 
mate, nay kis profeſt mortall cnemie ? but 
why. beſtow we ſo much tinze, and proofe 
about 
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about this poſition? forſoothto this end, to 
make good the deuiſe and plot of thisdome- 
ſtique authoritie,that incaſe children ſhould 
obie& or pretend ought againſtit, all patia- 
gee of contraditing or queſtioning might 

ereby bepreuented :for it-is an obligation 
wherein wee are bound to nature, and 
thecondition is that we he euerſubic toour 

arents It is holic and acceptable, not only 
before God,butcuen among(t men,thatchil- 
dren ſhould be obedient vnto their parents 
in lingleneſle of heart and without all ma- 
lice, as ſaith Theephilus to Emtolicus, And 
whereas almighty Gad added nothing be. 
ſides the bare and ſimple commandement to 
threaten the offendor, he didit ypon this rca- 
ſon, that he thought it ſufficient for him 
briefly co camprize that, which otherviſe 
was naturall ainong all men and notoriouſly 
knowne in their conſcience well enough to 
be a true, vnchangeable,& perpetyall notion, 
To the intent therefare, = we may ſhew 


that this authoritie of parents ſtreams foorth 


from natures {pring,tell me, is there any rea- 
ſon to be giyen,that awomanſhauld be more 
ja ſubieRion to a man than a child is to his 
parents?why ;bur a waman in reſpet of the 
ſole inficm tie of her ſex is ſubieRt toa man, 
3nd thereis no other reaſon but the ſonne 
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28 A diſcourſe for parents 
owes him double ſeruice, the one in reſpe& 
of dilparitic of yeers,beeween them,the other 
in reſpe& of his fathersgoodnes towards him, 
Bur grant there be no tee ofductieto bee ac- 
knowledged : for the firlt, which is ods of age, 
and when once they come to ſtrength and 
full yeares, in Gods namecancell that obli. 
gation; (and ycte Ariſtotle will tell you, that 
ſ{uch prerogatiues of aduantage can neuer be 
determined) I would faine know of what ſort 
; you takethis laſt to bee, I meane a parents 
bounty, and whether that may expire by any 
age or time: tis a doqrine of naturall reaſon, 
that wee are bound to requite them which 
haue beene good vntovs: for in this poine 
none can beof a contrarie opinion to /lps- 
an, (and as itis faircly delivered by Philo) 
thevathankefull man ſinnes againſt huma- 
nity, if according tothe meanes of his abili- 
tie, he requite nor kindlica benefitereceived; 
nay, not to returne one good turne for ano. 
ther, in the ſenſeof Sainte Ambroſe, is little 
better than wilfull murther. VVell then, bur 
thercis no greater obligation, the that which 
is due from children to their parents, after 
God they be our GoJs; that wee are,that wee 
live, and move, tis the bountcousgift of our 
deare parents.and(ucha gift as may admit no 
manner of recompence, for it can never bee 
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poſtible, that the ſonne ſhould beget his Fa- 
ther : now concerning the mothers tender 
careanddiligence, what thinke you of the 
ſweet food wherewith ſheenurſesher poore 
infant? what thinke you of thoſe pretty loue- 
lie iniuries which the innocent Babe manie 
times doth to his mother? as ſoone as hee 
is thirſtie, the mothers dugge is ready to giue 
him drinke; and before they breede recth, 
they mecete that with their lippes, which 
needes no chewing; as he ſpeakes, thatis the 
ſuppoſed author of Saint cromes epiſtle, 
De honorandis parentibus , for the honogrir 14 
of parents ; and he addes moreouer , that 
for this cauſe parents ought to bee dearely c- 
ſteemed of their children, becauſe they can 
never bee repaired by any other, for when 
once thelaw of all ficſh hath taken them 
out of this world,a man ſhall neuer bee able 
to finde another father or mother; then what 
a diucliſh ingratitude were it (as that other 
Platoſaith right well;z)It we for great matters 
cannot findein our hearts to | (mall 
erifles? for 1nanie benefites. a few poore retri- 
butions? whatſocuer to the vetermofl of our 
power wee ſhould render to them of what 
value wereit; what ſcale would it beare being 
compared with this light which weeſee , this 
educatio which we haue,this Country which 
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we cnioy , this native Country wherein wee 


liue,thoſc large poiſeſlions from Fathers and 
Grandfathers, lineally diſcended ypon vs, 
which muſt maintame vs & ours: for al theſe 
we arc tcnantsin fee, and holde them from 
our parents donation. (Let Seneca ſpeake his 
pleaſure tothe contraric, heſpeakes but like 
a diſputer;) but what faith the great Doctor 
Origex, who when hee ſpeakes well,no man 
ſpeakes better : heein his eleventh Homily 
vpon Leuitics , writes in this wiſe: Fhe name 
of a father is a great miſterie, thenameof a 
mother is a concealed rencrence,God is thy 
Gpirituall father, and heavenly Ierufalem is 
thy mother. Firft, God thy father char ores. 
tedthy foule, and therehence it is faid, I 
have begotten ſonnes and exalted them, ſe- 
condly, thy bodtlie father, is thy father, by 
whoſe meanes thou walt borne and begotren 
inthe flcſh, and cameft into this world, that 
barechee in his loines. Now then, becauſethe 
naine of a father is fo ſacred and venerable, 
therciorc whoſoecuer ſhall curſe his father , 
tall diethe death. In like ſort nwtt wee inva- 
inc of our mothers alfo; by whofe labour & 
care we were borne, and bred vp, wherefore 
as the Apoltleſaith, thou oughteſt ro be re- 
ciprocally thankefullto thy parents, for if 
chou diſhonourthy carnallſather, his con- 
eempt 
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tempt refleceth vpon thy (pirituall father, 


and if thou iniurie thy mother, that iniury 
redounderhtothe heauenly Ieruſalem,ther- 
fore at no hand mult wee be at variance, or 
conteltation with ourparents,no not ſo much 
as in word, He is thy ther he isthy mocher, 
letthem in Gods name doe and faic as they 
pleaſe,they know w:ll enough what is fitting 
to bedone. As for vs be we neuer ſoobſe. 
quious and dutifull to them , yet ſhall we 
come ſhort, ofthat full meaſure of chank- 
fulnetſe, which we owe them, for our birth, 
for our bearing, forthe fruition of this glo. 
rious (weet light which we behold, for our 
food , and laſtly for the courſe of inſtitution 
( perhapsas it may (ſo fall out) in ſome 
of thoſe lcarned and liberall ſcienccs, nay 
oftentimes they be the cauſe, that wee come 
to the knowledge of God, that we frequent 
his Church and heare the word of his 
heauenly law, Now if this inſtin which pro- 
ceeds from God and nature, and this kind 
retaliation of benefits be found ecuen in ſcnce. 
lefle and bruit beaſts,then ſhould man,whom 
the graces hauefoſtercd, to vhom curtclie 
and good manners is hereditarie, be worſe 
than alion,a Scorke, a parde ?for of the picry 
of Storkes and Swallowes,sS. Ambroſe (peakes 
excellentlic in his fift booke of the Exameron 
cac 
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the (ixteenth and ſeuentoenth Chapters, and? 


if ſo be (as EprFerns will have it) that nature. 
18 not ouercurious,of what qualitic or condi- 
tion thy father be, be he good ot bad, bafe 
orhonorable, heis ſtill thy father, the obli- 
gation which thou enterelt into by being his 
ſonne can neuer become voide. Can then any 
doubt bemade, whether his will and com- 
mandement be in all caſcs to be fulfilled ?che 
verie perſon of parents and patrons ſhould 
be alwaies rchgiouſly honored,and obſcrued 
of the ſonneand the freed man, as Yipianthe 
father of the Law hath adiudged it. But put 
caſechattheſonne ſhould obieR that, which 
Diogenes ſometimes did obie& ro Zero. That 
children were nothing beholding to their 
parents for their begetting, becauſe that pro- 
ceeded rather from a paſſon of pleaſureand 
ſence than from any ſound love or good affe. 
ion. He that imploies himſelfe about the 
begetting of children leſt of all intends chat 
which he goes about, he heeds not procrea- 
tion, but the ſatisfying of his owne apperite 
and voluptuous delire. Indeed this were well 
ſpoken for a Cynicke, and well ſaid to turne 
away the imputation from bruite beafts and 
put jr vpon men; yet cuen verie beaſts when 


by courſe of patureand feafon of the yeere, |; 
they couple togetherfor breed, do it more tof,,, 
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fedre their yorg than for any rage of ſeriſuall 
appetite;(as Mthenagorar thinks ) Vell, if 
r 0 were no ods between their copulation 
and'our mariages, if matrimonie proceeded 
i- F whollſeſrom the Jaw of nature, tought in ge- 
; his F neralltoall living creatures,not from the law 
any }| of nations peculiar onlie to men ofreaſom:or 
OM- F thatnow it were no-longer held for a matrer 
?che } of high milteric amongſt vs chriſtians, bue 
ould JF of ſhameand diſhonbrtnot a league of loue 
ruet F (olive together in the eftace of holy wed- 
»the N jocke,bur ſome partnerſhip, or conſpiracte 
t PUT F rather to the ſatisfying of brutiſh luft,and 
hich carmalitie.Butſuch mens judgements concer. 
T hat ning mariage, comes either from ignotance, 
theit Ya4nort knowing what it meanes,or from ſome 
pro- | tedious diſcontenr,which they find in living 
eand lingle. But Socrates in Z enophon hath giver 
Diogenes his anſwer in this point to the full. 
meFFor(faith he)why ſhould men marrie,if chil- 
s that Bdren were begotterrtoſatisfc ſenſuality : Can 
ocrea-nor the fire of lult be quenched except ye 
Pperiteffftmuſt needs marrici but now, in that we 
re wellirecontent to vndertake the yoke of mart. 
curnegine, (which I mult needs (ay lies heauy vpon 
its andgmeof vs)we do it to muleiplic the world 
s whienſh y propagation of children.For wereit other- 
yeer& Juife,we ould never be ſo curious about the 


1rc tOlhmatter, I warrant you,to enquire of what age 
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ſhe was whom we meant to marrie, of what 
houſe ſhe came, what good conditions ſhe 
had,we would never bee fo carcfull, for the 
education of our children borne ,vnder that 
mariage,giue themſuch meanes for their in- 
ſticution,take ſo much deliberation for cheir 
matching afterwards, it luſt and pleaſure had 
been our onelie ends and reſpeRts. Far more 
divine was that conceit of Fhi/oin adialogue 
of his concerning mariage, who exprellcth 
himſclfe thus, Parents when they beget chil. 
dren,be deputic offticers,and vicegerents vne 
der God, both ſerue and be fubordinatefor 
procreation,the one frames the body, the 0- 
ther workes the ſoule: and therefore [gwating 
writing to the Philadelphians tearmeth parents 
fellow labourers with God, in which ſenſe 
man is the liuclie image, and counterfeit of 


God, as Clemens Alexaxdrinus reporteth 


in his eleucnth booke of Inſtitutions. There 
forenegle one,negle both:condemne the 
vnderworkman,and ſctat noughtthe maſter 
workman himſelfe, Nay faith Ph:/s, they be 
not workmen, they be even Gods amongſt 
vs, gnd when they beget their children 
they repreſent one God,that is from all eter 
nitienot begotten, The difference is, Goc 
isthe creator vniuerſall,man the individual 

(od of all creatures,man of his children o 
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ly»whergupon it followethgn his opinion ac- 
cellariiie; that he mult needs be impious, 
ain(t the inuilible, and .incomprehenlible 
Cod,chat is careletſe in performing all good 
offices.and dutics totheſe inferior Gods our 
parents;that live awongſt vs, be cuer in our 
cic,ang in our familiar acquaintance, The ve- 
ry lame witnelleth S. 7ohxin his firſt epiſtle 
and fourth Chapter if any man ſay, [ loue 
God, and hate his brother , hee 1s « lier, for 
how pan hee that loweth not his brother, whom 
he bath ſeene, loue Cod whom hee hath not 
zene ? for loue God and the(parkes of loue 
will be kindled towards your neighbour: 
loueyour neighbour and then your Joue to 
God ward will be ina burning firezas Gregory 
thegreatſpeaketh in the ſeuenth of his Mo. 
ralls,cthe tenth Chapter. Nay belides all this, 
Moſes that gaue lawes to rhe Tewes, in deliue- 
ring his holy ordinances, marſhalleth che ho 
nour due vnto Godin the firſt table, but re- 
peating aftcrwards in Lewiticns-the yerie 
ſame precepts, he begins with the honor due 
vnto parents,rcquiring vs to yecld them ho- 
norand obedience: afterwards in a ſecond 
place he commands the ſame for God, as 
who ſhould lay, they be both Godsalikeand 
the definitions are but one in ſence and 
lignification,he that honors hus father and 
Þ 2 mother, 


"36 A diſcourſefor parents 
mother, honoursGod, and he that honours 
God,by an infallible cotifequenee, honoreth 
his parents alſo, Moft certaine it is, that 
when Zenocrates the Philoſopher, wrote 
thattheAchenians kept molt religiouſly. in 
their Temple of  Zlzg/7s, three fundamentall 
precepts, whercunto'their vſc was to reduce 
all ſuch lawes as euer Treprolemns had made 
for them:thefirlt begins with parents, (as S. 
[crometeſtificth writing againſt /ourmian)lay. 
ing honour thy parents, worſhip thy God, 
abitain from fleſh meat. And that moſt divine 
Plzro,vho may truly beſtiled another Aoſer, 
afrer that he had written many things concer- 
ning God, why faith he,theſe be no lawes, but 
the preambles and pretaces to ſuch'Jawes, as 
we intend to make for' the honor of parents, 
Marke, how he that ſayes the father miuſt be 
worſhipped deduceth his premitſes from God 
himſelte. Whar an holy ſpeech was this in 
compariſon of that of Telewcer, whothough 
he knew the nature ofthis dutie well enough, 
being on a time demanded why the yong 
men of Lacedemon role vp,and gaueplace to 
their ancients, made this anſwer, that being 
trained vp (o in ciunlitic towards ſtrangers, 
ehey might be more aprto honour their pa- 
rents alſo?7errwllian in his booke of praier, 
1 verily of the opinion that the name of a fa- 
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bonoar, and axtherity. J7 
ther is a name of reverenceand authority,and 
which ſhouldattempt to take away dutic 
that | «1 children, or gouernment from parents, 
rote | +{;/ponpartialitic leane : more to the one 
ly-in | '-43 the other, he in (o- doing, ſhould take 
ntall Þ avay both, and rob parents of that prehe- 
duce | Minence which the Lawes of God, nature, 
nade | and men hauecuer inueſtcd them with. So: 
as $, | thenif we mult ill continue this dutic to. 
Jlay. | #ardsour parents, euer be heedful to abſcrue, 
God, || and keepit, why may wee not conclude the 
vine | ame for parents auharitie. ouer-vs:in this 
Hoſes, | Panner. Children muſt alwajes honor their 
ncer. | pIrents,e7g0 parents mult euercomandtheir 
s, but || children , Theſe ſweete loving . affections 
were bath 4ointlie worſhiptin oneoratoric by 
rents, | (hc 01d Romans,andin my fancie ſhould not 
ft be | 19w bee ſequeſtred from being nmuallie 
God | dependant oneto the other. For my: better 
his in | Proofe herein, I would pray leave a little 
ough | *2 <xamine an arguwent of Tertullians,and 
ugh, [2 coni1der thenccellity of his illation wher- 
by he will demonſtrate Chritit to be God, 
ice toy not Godehe facher, but God theſonne. 
Iam not come faith Chriſt to do mine.owne 
will,but the fathers that ſent me, this did he 
ever fulfill even to his death. Hereupon he 
infers the conclulion ergo he was not the fa- 
her butche (onne. Now (ir, how could this ar- 
aument follow if the fonaes will ſhavld be - 
D 3 diltin& 


38: .A diſcourſe for parents 
diſtin or any other,thi the fathers wil? what 
majeſtic or honor were there added vnto 


God,in calling him a father ( wee haue no | 
nameelſewhereby to know or expretle him) 
it there were no proper or naturall lignifi-'8 


cation for the name to this purpole ? if 
there were no more difference betwixt pa» 
renrs& children, but a nominall diltinion, 
and the diuerfitietoreſt onlic in name, but na 
ticle of authoritig or iariſdjtion ? but nowa 
dajes where can you tind anic other ditfe- 
renc? for fathers at thi: time to emancipate 
or enfranchizetheirchildren, is held not ne- 
cetſarie:If my ſonne could ſpeake as (oone ay 
he wereborae, I tninke this would be his lan- 
gvagc,SirT acknowledge you thus far foorth 
tor inytather,astog:ue me maintenanceand 
bring mevp.I came a tree man intothe world 
and it I liue bur. onetwelue or fourteene yeery 
coan end,{hopeto ſue out my hueric for my 
ward({tap.It i can bur keepe my handsfrom 
doing violence to your perſon, I am fure 
chough in ocher matters I proucre(pectiue or 
vadurifull, no manwilt much complaine of 
me. The power and authoricie of you parents 
15cleane reuerſed,and abrogated. Noy ſhould 
you threaten him with ſomecurſe or reuengs 
chat would fullow vpon this contempe, this 
anſwer would be, tis. a long while ere that 
comes,Sir,and I ſhall lpoſe nothing by the 
| forbea- 
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forbearance, But if ſo be this thorow'per- 
ſwaliondid linke into mens hearts, that he 
that offended his father offended God, that 
to be excluded from the farhers preſence, 
wereaboue all other puniſhments the chic. 
felt, in briefe, if the ſonne could be madeto 
to vnderſtand how dreadfullthe bitter curſe 
ofa father were ( whercof we may chancets 
ſpeake ſomewhat more at large hercafter,) 
why theſe might be ſufficient props to de- 
fend and keepe vp, this excellent fabrique of 
ruleandauthoritiewhich in theſe daies is (0 
much ruinated and decaied, But now (ſuch is 
our corruption ) all this*'will not ſerue the 
turne,that ancicnt ſeueritic of the Romanes 
would better preuaile with'them, thatis hey 
ſhould neuer be brought to aniciudiciall trial 
for the matter, but be condemued and 'never 
heard fpeake,which is a courſeof proceeding 
that Halicarn: ſſenrand Dnuintilian oftentimes 
mention. And why ? becauſe a common- 
wealth is nothingelſc but a bodice incorporate 
of (o many private families,and (0 founded & 
begun by parenes,that as (me thinks the re- 
ſemblance were not much vnbt ) to terme 
«family the nurſe, thewombe, and the roote 
ofacominon wealth : contrariwifea common 
wealth, aſwarme, or colonic deduced from 


a private familic. He therefore that will go- 
ucrne 


40 A diſcontſe for parents 
verne acommon wealth in good faſhion,and 
baniſh al looſe & diflolute behauiour thence 
and all crimes and exorbitant offences, let 
him Inake firlt to good order at home. If he 
can make them lowlic, ſaber, and dutiful] 
within doores,they will come inco theworld, 
ſo nurtered, ſo taught, ſoaffeRed, well inay 
they change their homes, they vill be (ure 
neuegrtaleauetheir old manners, Contrari- 
wiſe, let him lookecardleſlic to it, It him but 
pnce (utferthe reigesto hear libertie,preſent- 
lie ſhall you (eerreaſpas, murders, rpes,adul- 
terjes..gulh out in large (velling lfrcains, 
ang ({urround thecountrric ;and this is the 
cauſe(it] be not miſtaken )why in ancient 
timethey appropriatcd to private famijiet 
peculiar gods, taking it for good pglicic, tg 
counterance the inhrmitie of domeſtical| 
juriſdiction,with the authoritie cf divine rc- 
ligion,that both theſe two ike mighty cable 
ankors, might ho.d them in all tempeſly 
falt- to their © bedienfe, T hat cuen as the tens 
der intant, Iedde and guided by the little 
| finger, is able afterwards of himfelfe tq 
walke without a guide;ſocomming to many 
eſtate, the meancs of this priuate education, 
mightaweand orderhim in the, Commo 

wealth, tocarric a due rc[pe © the Magi- 
ſtrate,but not to dread his perſon, as having 
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chc (word borne befure him tograce his of- 
fice witha]l,not totercifie well-doers. But ve- 
rily in minc opinion tnere can bee nothing 
more abſurd orincongruous, than onceto 
thinkethat Religion is any way aſliltanc to 
this goad order;tor{ifit be true,whichbefore 
I couche) .ceites Chtiltian Religion as it is 
vſed,darh morcſuppretſeand pul dawn,than 
either e(tablifh or ſet vp thisauthority of par 
rents: and there 1s nothing ſo much with- 
drawes ourchildrenfrom ducticand obedi, 
enceas thoſe two precepts ofthe firlt and (e- 
cond Table, which now a daies men make 
meere contradictories, Honour God, and 
houour thy parents. Its a maruellous mat- 
ter, that whereas euer heretofore theſe rg 
commas. dements, held good correſponden» 
cy withcach other,and might both befulbl» 
led togetner, they ſhould now bee tearmed 
oppo:ite,and ſo repugnantoneto the other, 
that hee which fultlſes cheone, mult of ne- 
celliry brcake.the other. Byt whence come 
theſc (trange & newfound problemes? Marry 
Sir [ will ecll you,cuen from the diſputes of 
pur ancient Philoſophers that wrigled about 
this queſtion,whcther atall times, and in all 
matters, we ought to obey our Fatherscom « 
mandements? for as there haue been ſome 
that handicd chis queſtion juſt as Bias 4 
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thequeſtion of facriledge; thereis no body, 
faith B:as,that is ſacrilegious,for if ſome God 
or other bereſiant in cucry place of the world, 
then doth athicfe conuey nothing out of one 
hallowed place, which hee carrieth not into 
ſome other hallowed place; ſo haue ſome of 
our Philoſophers vſed the like ſubtlety in 
treating the matter of chis power of parents, 
F here is no ncceſlity(fay they )why youlhold 
obey your parents:for either. they command 
that which is iuſt;, and we mult doe it,not be- 
cauſe they commannd it, but becauſe it is iuſt; 
orels they commaund that which is vnlaw- 
fall,and vve may not docir,not becauſe they 
commaund it, but becauſe it is vnlavvfull. 
Whercupon theconclulion follovves, ergo 
there is no obedience due to them at all;yca 
but Gels replies,» the Dilemme is not 
perfect, for that ſome things are of a nevv- 
ecr and indifferent nature,vvherein vve muſt 
obey them abſolurelie, and ſomethings arc 
inthcir ovyn nature good and honelt which 
vvcarethe more bound to do, becauſe they 
commaund chem. Some diſtinguiſh other- 
wiſe; in ſome caſes wee mult obey, in others 
wee may not. For,what if my father ſhould 
commaund mee to plot treaſon againſt my 
Country, to murther my mother,to kill my 
Prinice, or taRts of the like deteftable and 
imi- 
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Diuines began to argue,whether one mighe 
ferue God and man, or whether God werero 
bee ſerued before Father (as though there 
were any queſtion tobe made of it, bue God 
mult, wichout all exception bee obeide, when 
the matrer commavnacd tends to impictie) 
chey fell fowle vppon the f(arye tenents, 
with the Philoſophers, which were vene 
vncertaine, idle, and blaſphemous. In good 
ſouth, I hate nor the perſon of any man that 
makes difference betwixt honeſt and vnho- 
neft, lawfull and vnlawfull,nor yet them nei- 
ther, which make ſome things neuter and in- 
differenc, I he opinion in ſome fortis ro bee 
excuſed :byt without doubt, the ſafer way + 
had been,neuer to haye itirred in the mat- 
rer,that is,if they had not reuolted from thaſe 
mens iudgements, which helde the queſtion 
afhematiuclie,and without diltinRion, that 
parents in all things wereto be obeide.For 
lay it betrue,which by a cauilling diſtintion 
they haue putvpon vs,,yetto my thinking 
they haueno ſound footing to {tand ypon for 
it: and toſpeake my opinion, the deterini- 
nation of ſuch queſtions is exceeding dange» 
rous, How much more cautelous and cire 
cuinſpe&tchen was Phi/o, writing vpon the 
decalogue,when treating of che ewo firſt com- 
man- 
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mandements ofthe two Tables, heſaith (as 
his manner is todocall things) moſt divine+ 
lic: they that lcauingall other affaires of the 
world, beſtow themſclucs whally vpon con. 
templation,or they- that abandoning all de- 
uotion, apply themſelues to ation wholie to 
obſcruc their parentsiſpolition, conforming 
chemſelues reſpecipclieto luucin the world, 
as though chey would bee takenapart, either 
tor Gods(eruants inthe one,or mens friends 
and followers in the other: I tell you theſe 
mens vertucs arc but perte& by the -halfes : 
nay,he that offends again(t either partie of- 
fends againſt both, Doubciellſe ſpme ſuch 
mattersthere be which will ncuer bee drawne 
. toa::ic manner of mediocritie or. indifferen. 
cic,but preſeritlicthey doe ſome harme or 0- 
ther: for doe butihake thema littie,& they 
ſtagger preſentlie; bring chem to the touch , 
you will inde they cannot endure the triall, 
Theſe diminitine queſtions belike tine cates, 
for as the more dainetic and delicate they be, 
do ſooner, putrifie and corrupt in the ſto- 
macke.ſo theſe it they be too nuich minſed 
and refined, they mar the generall tenant 
which isdefegded of all men, Whether the 
Biſt;op of Rowe be abouc or vader a generall 
Cuuncell,wherher the Emperor beaboue the 
people, whether democracie be betterthen 
mMOonar 
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| monarchie,whether jn religion contrarictie 


of ſes may be tolleratcd, at firlt light, they 
be (et forth with a maruellous:- faire ſhow, but 
if you markethem well, there 'is poifon ſer- 
ued in,when youcometo the reckoning, For 
vpon theſe and ſuch other like diſputes,e- 
ucrie day enſue.{chiſmes,ſeditions,Ciuill wars, 
& this quelſtis now in handling,is much after 
theſame ſore. For he that once made but a 
doube whether the dutie and reſpet which 
weowe to our parents were to-binde vsfor 
terme of life, (and not rather of Twrnus his 
opinion maintained againſt Tarquinizs,that 
there was no fuch ſummary proceeding, as 
when father and ſon were partics, wherethe 
iſſue was ſoone tried, if hebe vadutifull, fare 
him wel,and al ill luck go with him. Formake 
but the [calt breach into the fort of naturall 
dutie, yeſhall preſentlie ſee how he falls to 
railing,and reuiling,to ſtabbing, nay to mur- 
thering of it, And ſo having begunwith his 
father,he is like enough ro finiſh it with ih- 
ſurretion againſt his Prince. This then was 
eucr a maine determination,amonegſt the an. 
cient philoſophers, that obedience in all 


things was preciſely to be yeelded vnto, when 


our parcts required it, Or putcaſe, any incon- 
uenience ſhould happen thereupon , better 
were it to admutthepropolition, in termes of 
largeſt 
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largeſt extent,than out of any private or pars 
ticular caſe toargue againſt a common and 
received opinion, and to determine it accor: 
dinglie,eitherin ſchooles,conliftories,or puls 
pits. And this doth Cicero wiſely obferue in 
his booke of othces, yee ſhall not find anie 
ſuchquelhon in all his booke - he was ever 
reſolute and confident vpon the point,that 
children muſt not be their paretsmaſter; nor 
ſubieRs their Princes, nor ſchollers their 
teachers, nor feruants their Lords : not, but 
that ſometimes they far ſurpatle them for wit 
and pregnant difcourſe, but that it cannot be 
auoided but that iniuries and contempts will 
be offered, when ſuch compariſon and oppo- 
ſition of perſons is once endured. Let Mn os 
ritic be once diſgraced, and farcwell autho- 
rity, When in a great (efhon. of the Cemnm 
virs holden at Rome, Accia Variola, went about 
to diſproue the wiil of her father ,vwhich ſom- 
times had bornethe ofhce of a Pretor there, 
for that he had bequeathed vnreaſonable le- 
gacies to her ſtepmother, there came to the 
hearing of the cauſe, ſo many fathcrstogethe 

with their children, vpon a feare and expe- 
Ration of which (ide the fathers or the daug- 
ters,the ſentence ſhould patle, that the Jud- 
pes (as Plinie reports ) like wile men left the 
matter as they found it, Forno other —_ 
nan 
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than this, leaſt peraduenture if judgement 
had been given forthe daughter, other chil- - 
dren by her example might in time preſume 
to conteſt with their parents. Bur to comg 
necrer to the matter, in theſe like queſtions,” 
I would fainc Jearne whom we ſhould follow, 
prophane Philoſophers,or the bletſed Apo- 
{teSaint Paw/whoin his Epiſtle to the Co- 
loſlians, aduiceth thus , Chilarex obey your 
parents 1n.Aall things, for this is pleaſing with 
God, where when he expreſly ſetteth downe 
in x/l thmgs , hath he not vtterly excluded, 
thoſe ewo parts of the diſtinion, I» ſome 
things you muſt obeyyn ſome things you may chuſe 
whether you will obey or no ? and theconclulion 
withall,we be not bound to obey ? nay but why 
did God the father of all parents, forbid 4- 
dam to catcof thefruit of the tree in the mid({t 
of the garden, but that he would trie whether 
Adam would obey him in all things or no, as 
faith Theophilus to Entol? nor is the obiecti- 
on worth the ſtanding vpon: why but what 
ifthe father ſhould command any treaſona- 
ble practiſe or attempt againſt theeſlate? be- 
cauſe here isa caſe put which neuer happens 
at the hundreds end,or ſo ſeldome, that it 
would be paſt ouer in filencc,and neuer more 
lookt after. Nay contrarie wiſe, (as ] ſhould 
thinke)thepreſumption is [trong and holds 


For 
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for the father,what manner a man ſoeuer h& 


be;oood of bad chat he will never coinmand 
. His ſonne, that which he in his conſcience 
&nowes to be fowle and diſhonelt . Yealet 
the mother be neuer ſo laſciviouſlic giuen, 
yetwill ſherrainevp her daughter in chaſte 

and vertuous demeanour. Moreover,he that 
afgves this a& of a fathers command makes 
that 2 reaſon for his allegation , which is 
mainly againſt all reaſon,that is, heſuppoles 

eld men doting fooles,and yong men graue 
counſcllors:he makes the ſonne- iudge whe. 
cher che fathersations be lawfull or againſt 
law,good in their owne nature,or by hiscon- 
ftrutionand furmiſc. And all chis can neuer 
agreeto diſcretion, and honeſty. For ſo he 
fowes matter of queſtion and debate, where 
indeed the only vertue ſhould be (the vercue 

ſo highly eſteemed of the noble Lacedemo- 

nians)to yeeld obedience and that readilie. 

Bur becauſe error is growne potent, and hath 

givenſucha deepe wound as the ([carre will 

hardlie becovered ouer, lctvsa little by the 

wav conlider what were thoſe neuter and in- 

different things which Gellzus ſpeaketh of ?to 

my remembrancethey be theſe;asif(faith he) 

thy tathor bid thee to bea ſouldier to till his 

land,to be an officer, to be an aduocare, to 

marricawife, to goe vpon his errand, come 

when 
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| | whenthou are ſerit for, - and ſuch like,which 


itxthernſelues be neither good nor bad; but 
28theinrent is and manner of doing:them, 
ſo thay they merit blameor commendation, 
Forit the father ſhould charge'mero'marry 
a wifethat were infamous, paſt all ſhams, or 
diſparapious for-any- enormious crime, if 
hewould have meplead Cati/ine or Bibulus, 
or Clodzes his cauſe, then were hiscommaide« 
ment herein not indifferent becauſe hereas a 
troupe of diſhoneſty one vpon the neckeof 
another. So that if his pleaſure were tocnioin 
meſuch actions,the queſtion were atan end; 
how far forth I ſhould obey him :were ir nor 
that thething which Gellizs plainly pronoun- 
ceth for inditferent,asto- marric awife;to en- 
tcr into this or that kind of life; now adaies 
are taught to be of ſuch nature, thatconſene 
& authoritic of father is nothing thoughtof 
or refpeted in them:my ſonne may. marric, 
may bea Church man,may be a manke, not 
cnlie without my leaue,burſpight of my teeth 
though I doe expreſly forbid him, and thac 
which all Vniuerlitics, all Conſiſtories;all 0- 
pinions,of learned men, without any. inter. 
tuption or impediment / haue ecuer permit. 
ted in fauour of naturall dutie, thatgoctheſe 
men,vnder pretence of faith and religion,vt- 
talie reuerfeatid —_— But out _—— 
| if. 
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diſcourfeſlhall (pccialliein this place be.con- 
6ned wichin the compalle of religious vous, 
wherin'I muſt haus. leave to tcl] thee, thar 
either thou artiufaltthat without any privity 
orconlent of mint betookelt thy (elfe thus 
cothe Teſuits order;or TJamtobe blamed that 
notwithttandirg holy Church affoordsthee 
ſuch alibertie, gricue-and take on forthe 
ſame For as concerning the argument of 
mariage & thefreedom rhereof,wherher: = 


rcnts haue any voice-in their childrens be- 


ſtowing,our countriman Paguerms hath writ- 
cen ſo. learnedlie thereof in his Epiſiles, as 
who ſhould but offer to adde one line, to that 
which hehath written of that ſubieR, might 
rather prejudice his owne judgement, than a. 
ny way the picture drawne by the pencill of 
fo curious a workman, I mult needs confelle 
chacthe determinationof the Biſhops atlem. 
bledinthe Councellof Trent makes much 
tormy.contryman his purpoſe,thatalthough 
clandeſtinecontracs, mace without the pa 
rents aduiſe and leauc) ſtand for good mari- 
agetill the Church difalow them,yet neuer- 
thcletle for many weighty and important 
couliderations,the Church thought it bell 
altogether to interdi@ and diſauow them, It 
ſeems ſhe would haue arefervationin her ſelfe 
todetermine the controucrke , and not per- 
mit 


ON- 
wes, 
that 
uity 
thus 
that 
thee 
the 
it of 


-'Pa- 
Rn 
writ- 
es, as 
that 
night 
AN 2+ 
ill of 
nfclle 
{flem- 
much 
ough 
he pas 
mari- 
Ncuer- 
ortant 
it bell 
em, It 


er ſclfe 


ot per 


mit 


honour, and authoritie. Ft 
mitit ouer to the arbitrement of parents, 
whether ſuch mariages were good and accor- 
ding tolawe,or contrarily void and of none 
SY mult likewiſe grant that ſundry con- 
ſtitutions enacted heretofore by many of our 
chriſtian Princes in their Diets and: Parlia- 
rents;are'pregnant for his purpoſe, namely 
thatſuch matches are no better than arape 
and no mariageat all,orifit be,they-take or- 
der to vhdoe the' mariage knot with the 
point of an imperial{word. Yer for allthac 
yhich Paquerins hath” written about the 
queſtion, I would pray leaue to addetwono- 


-tableprecedents, not with that (elfe con- 


ceipt -ori arrogancie;-as though I meanc 
to confirme or confute- ought about the 
cotract of maiarge;which citherthe Church 
orourimeſt illuſtrious Princes haue beene 
pleaſed hichertoin their excellent wiſedomes 
to determine, but that our children might 
hereby know and be well inſteuRed, that all 
that isaccording to lawe, is not therefore by 
and by according to honeſtic, leaſt perhaps 
that contempt and negle&t which now they 
mealure vnto vs, be afterwards by a iuſt ſen- 
tenceofreuengewritten'in heaven, meaſured 
by their children vnto them alſo.'Fhe one 
example is of R-becce, and the woinan' of 
Timuach, both which although God had 
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appointed the one for-S«rmp/ax,and-the other. 
for [/ascke, yet it pleaſed him notwithſtan- 
dingthat theſe marriages ſhould firlt bemade 
by the aduiſe and liking of their, parents,that 
Rebeccalhould be demanded of Barhuel, of 
the mother, and of .the Vnckle, yet ſo,as 
Abrabamthe father mult giue charge about 
che mellage,and notthe ſonne //aacke,, thou 
ſrak be diſcharged from my oath, ſaith Abrhaw 
ro his ſeruant gf thow goe onto my conmry and to 
7 hinsfolke,andthey ſhal not gine ber unto ghee; 
The Angell of the Lord made way to thele, 
mariages,but their parents contracted them 
The otherexampleis of Texrmliarin atreatile 
written to his wifez,Oh how ſhall I. beable 
(@ith he) worthily todeſcribe and ſet foorth 
thebletled eſtate of that couple, whom the 
Church hath ioined together, prajer, and 
thanksgiving havecontirmed, angels in hea- 
uen proclaimed, and the father in earth ap- 
proued, foreuen herg,intheworld children 
may not marric without [their parents. can- 
ſent and approbationgcither in reſpe& of due 
ſolemnitie or force of. la, Doubtletle his 
meaning hereby was, that mariageamong 
Chriſtians had better ſucceſlceand proſperity 
when firſt itwas approucd by almighty God, 


as having in this world the conſent of pa-ſ7. 


._ Tents 


.honear, 4nd anthority. $3 
| rents;and in that other the conſent of our 


fatherwhich isin heauen; Theſame opinion 
was maintained by Sozerus liuing vader the 


raign of the Emperqr Commoans,asalloaucr- 
red by Enariſiss and S, Ambroſe. Proceed 
we then in Gods name and lct vs now: dif- 
courſe of religious.vowes, not queſtioning 
their validitie,norche perfeRion:oftherelt- 
gious or lay life ,which.ofchem-both is better 
nor any ſuch matters Bute whether: children 
beat their ownelibertic and plealure tocan:+ 
cciveand make (olemneprofellionofa vow, 
ifthe father benot acquainted firſt withit; or 
elſc if hediſclaimeitz as alſowhetherwithour 
hima ſonne may cnterinto the Eccldiaſtical 

vocation, and the father muſt notipreſent 

him before he be admitted to holy orders, 

Hereof Ifay we will preſume to entreat (ofar 

foorth as a meane Ciuilian may hauegood 

leane;cither ro know or take in hand;ſuch -- 
ſecret: milterics of your profeſſion. And 
ifthe whole faculty of Diuines,or thoſe (edu- 
cers of yours, hauc any thing elſein ſtore,to 
giuveme ſatisfaction in my queſtion, Jet-me 


{ vnderſtand of it as ſoone as may be pollible, 
{| tharſo for mine owne part I may ſet downe, 


and relt contented by their reſolution, But 
for you ſir, { would have you tolurkenolon- 
ger jn eorners, but make your perſonall ap- 
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pearancetotheſurhmons, and be notafraid 
boldly cochant that high'ſentence. of S./e- 
rome,again{t themgwhich in a depraued ſence 
they haueperhaps trumpt in thy way;Crxelty 
inſuch a taſc is your only piety. 7 
- Firſtchen letit beconlidered how paynim 
peopleobſcrued their vows. For though they 
were-far wide of the true'worſhip of God, yet 
intheir religion,they Icfr out nothing which 
might any waie maks& either for the honor, 
manntenance,orenlargement of it, nay it were 
hard toſay, whether therein they ſupalled 
notvs Chriſtians, True it is, that thele pay- 
nims were not very ſcrupuluusto offer either 
thenſclues or their goods to Idolls, nor was 
ie very: matcriall with them why and where- 
forerhey made ſuch raſh vowes, Neverthe- 
teſſe, this was cuer a diſputable queſtion a 
mongthem,»hctherthe vow were of any va- 
lidity, without the fathers conſent and aw 
thor.tie, Molt ccrtaine it is that in the matter 
offacrificing thechildren the parents weretofſ 
offer them to theſacrifice, the cale is cleare 
out of Tert«llianin his Apolog:ticur, whereas 
ſaith he, Sarwrne never vicd to [pare either hi 
ownechildren or other mens, butindifferent 
ly devoured both;zthereupon ſuch as werep 
rents offered their ſonnes and daughters to 
be his facrifices, and willingly expoſed them 
ec 
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tohim,nay they would fawne andHatter the 
poore innocents,tothe intent,thatthey ſhojd 
not howl & crie,when they were to be ſacrifi. 
ced which you maylikewiſeread in Plararchin 
his booke whi-i he entitles Of Super ſbition,to- 
wardstheend: butſay;there were no: paretits 
liuingto giuevp their childeEtothis-diuelith 
abomination? what was robe Tone jafuch a 
caſe? Its well inough knoune,tharchePric(t 
had. no :fuch power or authoriti&” © take 
whom he pleca(de for the ſacrifice. This was a 
ſpeciall prerogatiue reſeraed for che'Magj+ 
rate(and morethen this came to) hiee'T{1ofe 
outthevirgin by lot, which was appointedto 
be ſacrificed, that (oche Gods might ſvem co 
beat their own choice: for the oblation, and 
notatthe Prieſts deuotion,and on whomfoe- 
uerthe Jorfeli,thee was robe offercil; a3) you 
may:reade in Hom:r of {phizenia' dganen- 
non: daughter, .in Payſinias , of Lyci/cua'and 
eAriſtodemns their daughters, in Platarch of 


* Sminehexs his daughter, whom the Dolphins 


ſafely (et aſhore,wiehther fvczrt heatt 'Fnabns. 
Hence come:thoſethemes viuall & trequent 
indeclamations. A virgin ſacrificed -to'vhe 
peltilence, Aſonne that is dilinheritetzes; bee 
offered for ſacrifice, Alilter lining infamou- 
ſly to be ſacrificed. Which ſort of Rketoricall 
exercile, . partly you may read in Quint:lron, 


(a'1, 
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(at Author by me-fuſt reſtored:ro hivinte- 
pticie)pattlic in Ca/pharmus, for whome the 
learned: Fithews didas much; but inalltheſe 
andthelikeitwould benotcd,thacſhould che 
ſonne ot daughter voluntarily offer- them- 
ſelues,cher parentsare ever oppoſed asmeet 
and able perſonsin law to cxcept againlt che. 
For no man would haueadmitted-ſuch abar 
(Ipromiſe you)I thinke(carce among boyes 
inthe Schools, it children. might hauc beene 
permitted to (acrifice themſelues, And hence 
it commeth(as you may rcadeit in Philoſtra- 
#104)" that Ienecens Crrons fonne, 'vpon: an 
anſwereofTirefres theProphet,ſacribiced him 
ſelfe wit bout his fathers privitic,which other. 
wile , meant tohinder him from ſuch a pur- 
poles, But moſt memorable is that which-4s 
. wiicten by Plararchin bis booke of Super tits: 
on,that'if a man had notany children of hus 
owne,thefaſhion was to:'buy them of ſome 
poore people: but in that caſe, it might not 
ſeryetherurnetohauchim preſent,and con» 
{entingothatmadse laleof his childe, it was 
belides! requilite that tbe naturall mother, 
ſhould come forth,cytherto teltifie her wil- 
-lingngfle, that her ſonne: ſhould die in! that 
manner,orto forbid the ſacrifice. /;rgilinthe 
cleucnth of his e/£ncidosglanceth at{uchlike 
ſacritices,hen be bringsin Cerabra, dren- 
| | . ching 


 ching of his daughter (@w#laintheriuer A- 


maſenus,and thus beſpeaking:: | 
| | al (Diana, 


Faire Bucen of the ſpringing woods, chaſt Lady 
Here to thy ſePhice 1 dovow Cannlla my dangh» 
ff Tmpibrig pt; YO921641. 5 1. fBIP 
Vpon which place, Sermmwhisnote is good, 
'F was well ſaid;he father himſelfe vowed her : 
for that none but fathers had their children) 
ynder{uch bonds of obedience. And Plutarch 
in-his booke of [fs and Oſiris, talkes to Clex 
cheNunne, ina Phraſcof thelike (traine: E- 
wen ſince thou waſt a childe, thy parents deducar 
ted thee 1othe ſeruice of the Goddeſſe Oſru.And 
thus muchiin briefe for theGrecians. | 
Now to cometo our Anceltors,among the 
Gawles (as it is yet with vs) "there were three 
eſtates andorders among them: the Drwwdes 
werethe men'ofmolt principal} narke and 
elteeme,and were ſo highly reputed of, and 
had ſuch largepriuiledges,by reaſon of their 
lacred Minilfertes, and their interpretations 
of doubtfull queſtionsin refigion, that' well 


was heethateould bec of their company,'to 
beenrowled and profelt in theirrule,'Vhat? 
but mighe children (o doe without” their pa. 
parents liking?No forſooth, as you may well 


vnderſtand by Geſar his ownerelation,ſome 


(ſaith lie)beallurcd with great rewards, ſome 


out 
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out of a yoluntariedifpolition enfrock them- 
ſelues into the Religion; ſome their parents 
ſendthither, and ſometheir kinsfolke, Such 
were Voluntaries, as wereattheir owne dif. 
poling,(uch as were (ent thither, lived vnder 
aweand chargeof parents or guardian. The 
Romanes haue'a title in their booke of Di: 
geſts ,De Pollicitationibui,of Promiſey,in them 
there is ſpecial, mentipn'madevifuch promi- 
ſes, as either we make ſolemaely to.God,or 
toour Countric : but if a ſonne- liuinginſub- 
icion to his Father, ſhould make any ſuch 
promiſe, it were nothing warth,, and this,/7- 
p:anout of his learning delwucrs vneo vs for 
law, Men that be Maſters of familics after 
they come to bee of full age, are bound by 
their voweand(olemne promiſe : but as for 
aſon during his minormity, or. a bond(lave 
whillt he is avillain,neither ofthem can bind 
them(elues by their vowe without the fathers 
or Lords authority. Indeed he that.isa maſter 
of a family after the death of the aunceltor, 
mult necellarilie be of full age, to make his 
vopwe good, but let the ſonne beneuerſoold, 
and make a vow,be it not ratified firlt by the 
fathers approbation, it is veterlic voide and 
ofno effc in lawe:and the caſe is theſame, 
though he haue a ſtocke @f monie or anic 
patrimonic of his owne,to imploy and occy- 
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picfor hispreferment: the vow notwithſtan. 
ding al this is of no force or obligatio inlaw. 
And what,may. the reaſon hereof be? be- 
cauſe hethat is not his owne man,can neither 
come in hond-himſelfe, nor latute out anie 
thing that he hath. Morcouer he that bath 
right and.intere(t to any thing, cannot looſe 
it but by ſome fatof his owne. And there- 
forea ſonne living in ſubieRion vnder his 
father,howbeit he nughe be cermed rodoe 
agodlieand religious act by vowingand pro- 
milingthat which is none of his owne, yet 
werethea{thoughto never ſoreligious vic) 
no better than plaine theft and pillage: firſt 
in vowing his patrimonie,and ſubſtance, be- 
cauſe thefather hath a propertie inir, then 
in vowing his perſon which is a matter in 
deed of greater conſequence, becauſe heisnq 
freeman tothis intent;abſolutelic to diſpole 
of him(elfe': and theparenes by ſuch aconſe- 
cration ſhould wrongfully be depriucd of the 
heircof the houſe, che hope of their linage, 
and che propagation both of their name and 
familic,and laftlie of all uch goods and chat- 
tels,whbich being purchaſed by thechild,were 
after himy,to reuert vnto the fathers polleſſi. 
on,ſothat ſor iullifying of the ſonnesvowe, 
theconſentand allowance of the father was 
elſentiallienccetlarie, Very fauourable isthat 

inter- 
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incerprecration which makes for religion, (we 
doubtnot)yet withall not tobe' rackt to fo 
high aſtraine, as thereby to negle& all due 
and [andable folemnities, for'tHat were the 
next way rather to prophanc retigion, than 
toaduance it, Our father and our country 
have each one as much authoritie as the 0- 
rther(lct that be grited)yer(as Liny ftoricth ie) 
when P.Cornelms Scipio was Pretor in Sparne, 
and had vponthe greaticopardicofa battel}, 
promiſed folemne plaies and ſhewes;afterthe 
viftorie was obtained, made afterwards ſuie 
totheSenare for fomealotment of monieour 
of the treaſurieto that vie, theiranſwer was, 
that his rowe bound: not the Senate of Rome 
and therefore he ſhould make 'plaies and 
Hewes in Gods name , at his owne charge, 
and vpon his owne purſe,or withſuch ſpoiles 
and booties as he had taken inthe war. Now 
raya ſonne doe that with his fathers goods, 
and that withoutasking him any:leavelwhich 
the greateſt officer in Rome could not doe 
without the Senates warrant *it you tefkme; 
thac theveſtall yirgins might 'beſt ow. them- 
felues again(t their fathers will, becauſe they 
were laid to ber taken, not to beecheſen, and 
thatehereforethe high Prieſt,did not receiue 
ehem as preſerited by their parents, but rooke 
them away perforce;luch kind of reaſoning, 
"= from 
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fromthe natureofthe word, will hand them 
in ſmall ſtead:for this ſolemnitie or phraſe of 
ſpeech which theBiſhop vſed,/ rake thee Amy; 
is ſofar from implying,that there was any vn- 
willingneſle orviolence intheaRion, that it 
wakes molt eſpecially for that purpoſewhich 
wemaintaine.Surely there was noraking with= 
out ſome: giwingy and in this ſence the high 
prieſt cooke hey that was dedicated to Veſta, 
but by your leave ſhe was firſt given and pre- 
ſented by her, father. Whence Merabue in 
Virgil infers, Taxe here thy (ernant Goddeſſe 
chaft. but Gellwms cleares the. point in his firtt 
booke:therefore it ſeemesto beſaid, that the 
maiden is rakes becauſe ( ſaith he) the high 
Prieſt :aking herby the hand, lead her away: 


28 acaptiuvetrom her father vnder whoſeobe- 


dience ſhe liued : and ſome few words before 
that, having recitedthe ancient ſolemniticof 
the Papian law,which enacted choice and lor 
as fittelt meanes to be vſcd in the admiſſion 
ofany perſonvntoreligion. Ae this time,ſaithy 
he,if any man of credit or worſhip, come to! 
the high Prie(t,avd offer his daughterto bea 
Nunne,the profeſſion is as lawful,as if all the 
ceremonies had been performed, which. the 
Papian law requires. And it was a-matterof 
ſuch necellity, that the daughter ſhould be 
offered by the parents, that if ſhe were an or 

phan 
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phan, fatherletſe and motherletie. ſhe wasre. 
puted vneligible.tor that religion Theſame 
may. be (aid,if eitherſhe her ſelſewere eman- 


cpared,and ſetar hbercie by her tather, and. 


mrthelife time of the father, became ſubie& 
whe power of her grandfather, ſhe was to 
berefuſcd and put by,asa perſon vaeligible: 
and why ſo,might not her grandfather pre. 
{enther? might not her guardian ? might 
nor her ouerleer ?if ſhe were at her owne dif> 
poling, might ſhe not voweand offer vp her 
ſclte?Labeo Antiſtizs wil tel you ſhe might nor, 
becauſca girlevnder [ix,or aboue ten could 
notbe recciued into the order , Why but 
might not any other preſene her? no, there 
was none fit,and without all exception for 
the purpoſe,as her owne father. It any clſe had 
done it, there niult have bcene ſome ordi- 
nary hearing and debating of the matter, but 
had the facher done it, it was thought necd- 
lefſe and vnnecetlary. For as when a naturall 
father,will adopt his natural! and baſe borne 
child,to be his Jawfull ſonne,the adoption wil 
holdvpon anie termes, lo it is in point of 
conſecration, let but the father tender his 
child toreligion, and there is nothing elſe 
expected For what if the daughter,vpon ſom 
di\[ike or other would leave YVeſtaes cloilter, 
and lay it to her grandfather orgardians 

charge, 
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charge,that they had no ſuch authoritie or 
commiſlion,. tomake her change her eſtate 
and mannerof liuing,that this power belongs 
only to him that hath power of her life and 
death, that is,her father,as Sexeca tels me?For 
the grandfather had nothing to doe with it: 
ſurelic he that makes a poore yonggirlecnter 
into an order of religion ,thatliued before in 
the world at large, doth in manner execute 
her al1ue; and make her a baniſht womanin 
her owne country:and therefore not without 
good cauſe, thefather alone was put intruſt 
with this high authority. For as for thechiefe 
Prieſts authoritie & vſurped right, wereit not 
firſt given & take by the Puabery lcaucand per- 
miſlion,it was iudged to all intents and pur. 
_ clearelic voide in lawe. Now ſhould it 
evrged, why but this which you ſpeake of, 
was of vſc onelie in veſtal] Nunnes, and that 
principallic by reaſon of their minoritie, 
when they were profeiled Nunnes, this ob- 
iecion is calily anſwered and the contrarie 
opinion clearely euited by Gefims hisowne 
words which be theſe, 1faxie be of opinion that 
onlie Dirgins ſhould bee taken after thus faſhion, 
to orders of religion, ray but exen Jupiters 
PrieFts, the Biſhoppes, the ſoothſaters, wereto 
bee taken and admitted in the ſelfe ſame faſhi- 
01, And certaine itis,that male Ry ** 
their 
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their parents life time; were (o taken;Doews : PR 


not read in Dien,that when the great contro» 
werlie was about Cornelius Spinter his admillis 
on into the 'Chapter of the high: Prieſts; 
though Fav/ins were both his kinſman and 
an high Prieſt,likewiſe in the Colledge, that 
the naturall and+adoptiue fathers did both 
ieincinthis,to make good their preſentation 
fortheir ſanne and not the ſonne for him- 
ſelfe ? queſtionleile it is,;that childrencould 
not exempt themſelues from filiall obedi- 
ence, had not the father firſt allowed them 
the libertic,which needed never to haue been 
granted them,if they might hauc made vous 
attheir owne pleaſure, and without their fa- 
chersconſent, But that I may come by little 
and little to times of chriſtianitic, (for per- 
chance theſe heatheniſh examples, can doe 
littlc good with you) pray you,as you think; 
what lawe or cultome had the Jewes for their 
precedentin thiscaſe? firſt,itis not (aid anic 
where in exprelſetearmes to theſonne;Leaue 
fatherand mother, but with this proviſoe, 
that he ſhould cleaue to his wife, It any thing 
beotherwiſeſpoken it is by way of aduice,and 
may not palle vpon truſt withont ſtricter cx- 
amination, asit ſhall elſe where be declared 
more atlarge.In deed in caſe of mariage there 
is an abſolute commandement penned,with. 
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oo R$ 'vuc all limication, to renounce all naturall 


affetion and dutie, but in other caſcs it is 
done with ſo many cautcls and deliberati- 
ons,thatin my judgement it were better (till 
to keepe on the high rode way, than toiour- 
ney by coaſting.But whatſocuer it be,that A- 
dawinthat place ſpeakes of the relinquiſh- 
ment of our parents, doth the argument 
thereupon conclude, that the knot of wed- 
locke,is.of more force and power then the 
bond of filiall dutie?nay verily, for this pro- 
ceeds and ſprings from nature, and (which 


ts more)from our owne individuall and per- 


ſonall tubliſtence : that other, from a delire 

to propagate a mutuall ſocietic and conucr- 

fatzonamong(t men, And whereas,a man and 

his vvife be accounted as it were for one per- 
ſon,this isin the intent and imagination of 

the law, and therefore we ſee themealilyro be 
parced againe , as Anaſtaſius ſpeaketh in the 
tenth booke of his commentaries vpon the 
Hexameron.But the ſonneis altogether bone 
of our bone;and fleſh of our flcth, heis one 
and the(ſcife ſamweperſon with his tather,a par- 
cell of the ſelte ſame ſubſtance, and(as I may 
{ofay)averiepiececarued out of his body and 
foule:whence it followes,that come what can 
come;,a ſonne mult cuer be a ſonne: Dilinhe- 
rit him,turne him into thewideworld to _ 
of 
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for hitmſelfe,ſell hint, leauc him to hisowne 
libertie,ſuffer him co be adopted intoanother 
family; till nature.holds her owne, bloud 
and kindred will neuer be altcred,Beforethe 
Emperof Conſtantines daies, had the father 
vnratarally forſaken. and calt off his daugh- 
ter,yet might ſhe not marry an husband with. 
out his conſent Buta man might be rid of his 
wife(God he knows) many wais:by the ſentece 
of a Iudgein Court, by madnetle(fſuch a law 
the Emperor Leomade) by a ſeparation from 
bed and boord, by bondage and laſtly by di- 
uorce:but in children the caſe is admirable: 
that,though the principall obligation be ex- 
tinguiſhed,(as fay Iam diuorced from my 
wife ) yet the accetlorie holds-,. that is, 
childrenwhich be wedlockespledges;though 
their mother be not my wife, yet are they my 
childcen:they be morgaged by nature,and fo 
muſt they cuer continue. Bur if thecaſe (tand 
ſo, thenwhy doth aſonne forſaketather and 
mother tocleaue vnto hiswite ? why doth he 
forſakethe greater commandement, and be- 
take him to the le(le? becauſe in thiscale, the 
parents vnderhand be willing hereunto, as in 
a delircto hauethe world peopled, by propa- 
eation of children, foro maintaine alineall 
ſuccellionin polterity, and the inheritance 
eucr 
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, euerto deſcend ypon the grandchild after 


the death of the ſonne and heire. And yet to 
keepe houſe with a wife,ia anie conſtruRion, 
isthis,to leaue or abandon ones father? nay 
hereinconliſts their principall duticand gbe. 
dience: And if they marrie, and keepe houſe 
together and (o deduct as ic were new Colo- 
nies,all is done with leane, and reference'to 
their parents. And for my part, I would faine 
know, how it can in anje ſence beconſtrued 
thatfora man to marrie a wife is td forſake 
and relinquiſh his father and mother, where- 
aschildrenrhough they be maried n&ter fo 
often, are not thereby exempted from obe- 
dience,and though they be eftſoones man 
and wife, yet be they ſtil in ſubicion to their 
father? and mariage changes not thelawes of 
nature,and civilitics But ber as it may be, al. 
mightie God calling to his remembrance the 
law which firſt nc ettabiithcd inparadile, ad- 
dedalſo this heaucnlic diuine commande- 
ment co Adams lentence, that whether chil- 
dren marric ornot marrie his oracle ſhould 
continue without all exception and inſtance 
to the contraric,honour rhy father 4n1thy mo. 
ther:yeaand that in more preciſe and deter- 
minate manner of ſpcech than it he ſrould 
haucſaid obey father or mother, for obedi- 
enceiscontained in honour, aud he that is 
F 2 not 
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not bound to obey, mult neuertheleſſe be 
bound to honor. For examples ſake, if by ex- 
eremitie and rigour of law,you may marry or 
profelle your ſelfea monke, againſt my will, 
and that ſuch avow and mariage, is in aſort 
juſtifiable and good,yet ſhould you notwith- 
ſtanding euen by force of that commande- 
mentcomeand aske me firſt leaue,and craue 
minecaduiſe in the matter, which though it 
be noobedienceinyour partyct it is mine ho» 
nor. Laſtlic you ſhould haue ſhewed me,what 
moouedyouto this or that courſe of life, 
whether your owne naturall propenlion, 
and deliberate inclination, or ſome ſtrange 
circumuention & forraine perſwalion ? But 
tet that dutie and cuſtome be omitted, and 
{et the at neuertheleffe, be accounted as 
lawfull as isanie,yet whereis the honor which 
God hath preſcribed ? where is that renerence 
and dutie,which humanitie bindeth you vn- 
tozif it bedoneonelie but for ſolemnitie,why 
then you muſt know that ſolemnity gives the 
eſſence tothe aR. Let vs procecd, It 15 ſtoried 
by Maris Viltor that famous orator of Mar- 
feiles in his third title of his Commentarie 


vpon Geneſis, that God commaunded not, 


Abraham (albcit from his youth vp he wor- 
ſhipped thetrue God with all his ſoule, and 


abhor- 
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abhorredgentiliſme)toleauec his country,and- 
that wicked landand polluted houſe, before 
that he ſaw, that after his fathers death, hee 
might without offence keepe that comman- 
dement,which he had given him, What ſball 
welay thEthat the Teſuits haue greater com- 
mand ouer thee, then God had ouer A4bra- 
ham:he was 75, yeere old, and his parents 
weredead,bcfore God commanded him that 
he ſhould leave his couutry, and goe vp vnto 
theland of Cazaan,& doſt thou which art yet 
bur 16.ycers old, my felfe and thy mother yet 
living,forſake me & thy countric,becauſe the 
leſuits bid thee? if thou doſt it forthe keeping 
of anothers vow, yet that dutie which both 
by the law of God and nature, thou owelſt me 
is greater. But Aarins of Adfarſeiles(for your 
learning)liued in the time of Theedoſrs and 
Valence the Emperors,andthe Teſuits werenot 
heard of:there were no ſuch creatures, til} the 
raignof Francis the firſt our King. Moreover 
why did Gud command the ſame Abrahazrs, 
to facritice vnto him his owne ſonne, andto 
be the Prieſt himſelf,but becauſe herhoughe 
the counfell of the fathers was cxpedicntto 
bevſed in eucrie caule, that concerned their 
children? if it had been all one vnto God, 


who had offercd vp 7acke vato him, andif 
F 3 the 
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theſaczifice ſhould haue been as gratefull and 
acceptable vnto him being offered by ano- 
ther manas by the hands of his owne father, - 
why ſurclic be would thaue commandes this 
office to ſome other, rather than to, his fa. 
there Abraham.For rcligion isnctthe holier 
or the more ſancifted becauſe it is ivined 

with-parricide. whatthen? God would: haue 

1ſaxckewofteredvpvato him, But becauſe this 
obiation was Spence, from his father, he 
commanded him to. doe it, who by reaſon of 
his fatherlic autharitic, could not offend in 

flayinghim. A father ss nor guilty of parriciae, 

ſaith e/Elms Martiangs the great counſellor at 
che Ciuill law. If thouwilr ſay that in [ſack & 
Summelthecaule, why it was necetlarie that 
their parents ſbould offer them to the Lord, 

was byreaſon of their . minoritic, in regard 
they were yorg & vader age:why the daugh- 

ter of /cpithe for certaine was (acrificed by 

her tather (vs was Praxithea b y Eriltheus, and 

Calpurma,byer. father Marims)after the Cim- 
bxignwargwhen ſhewas fit for mariage, More. 
ouer what might be-obi:&ed again({FEliſcrs? 

hebeing called 3o the othice: ot a Prophet 

(which was a regular and (tri .kindot life, 

85a; mearcd both by-their votion, mantcll 

and abltinence)albeit he was an elder jn yeers 

als called thereugto by the Prophet Elias, 
and 
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vawe ſhalſtand, except ſor bath dmc it,againſt 
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» andthatby a ſpeciall command from God, 


madethisanſwer, Ipray thee let me gee kiſſe 
my father and my mother, and then I will follow, 
thee,T he kille was the fathers benedition,& 
the leauc was that which hedelired fomuch 
ofthe Prophet,to take before his departure? 
what faid:E/as? Goe and return, for what was 
my dntie, I hane done unto thee. Axit he ſhould 
haue faid;that which remaineth to be done, be- 
longeth tathy parents. Foralthough' God cx» 
preſlie commanded me;that I ſhould /annoint 
theeto bea Prophet, in may roome, after me, 
yet how could this be done, if theſe cond 
Gods our parents, ſhould. haue gaineſaid it? 
therefore afterwards when the Prophet had 
calt his mantell on him, forthwith #/tzexs 
left his plough,and followed Elias.But hede- 
parted not from his father,before head fr(t 
taken his leaue of him.. Certaine it is, that in 
the timeoftheold law perſonall vawes were 
ranſomed by monie,andthe vowesof the 1V- 
z4rites endured but for atime.But.in the chir- 


tieth Chapter of Numbers,it iso waniſcltlic 


ſer downe what ought to be obſerued: concer- 
ning the daughter,thatit wereſhame ſor ami 
to vouch aniethingto thecontrarie. Af wo- 
man(laith Hoſes ) vowe 4 vowe, and bed her 
ſelfe with an oath,being in her fathers houſe, her 


ber 
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hey fathers conſent. But leaſt her youth might 


be pretended for an cxcule,theſameiswritren 
of a wifealſo, whether ſhe as yet remaine in 
her fathers houſe,or whether ſhe be broughe 
vnto her husbands, her vowe ſhould not 
ſtand,if her husband conſented not vntoir, 
Azeſes excepted none belides a woman divor- 
ced,or a widdow; whence was this 2 becauſe 
Gods power was lIettened, by seaſon the fa- 
thers or husbands conſent, concurred with 
his?ſurelic no. But becauſe thoſe very powers 
which they haue, are from God,and by cſta- 
bliſhingtheirs,he confirmeth his owne, But 
thoſe exceptions of widdowhood or matri- 
monie vere not necet[aricin a ſonne; For as 
ſoone as he was out of his fathers command 
there was no doubt, if he wereat mans ſtate, 
but he might lawfullic bind himfelfe wthany 
of thoſe vowes, which were admitted in the 
old law, Forexcept it were wich thevoweof 
faſting or abſtinence from meates, they lcarce 
bound chem(clues with anie other. But a wo- 
man(asat Rome ) was in perpetuall wardſhip 
ſometimes of her father, ſvumetimes of her 
hu:band,and ſometimes allo of her brother, 
if her father died before ſhe was married. 
Whereforeit the woman voweda vowe,there 
tc lawgiuer you may ſec)was morecautelous 
and difhcult, Bur of che ſonne ſo long as he 
: remai- 
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, remained in his fathers houſe,who euer dou- 
ted in that caſe, but-that he was of the ſame 
condition with his ſiſter? vowed he the pift 


ofanie pecceof monie ?why it was anothers 
monie3 vowed he his owne perſon? vvhy he 
had norightto it? that was ſubie& vntoano- 
ther. How then could he,yvhich vvas notat 
his owne diſpoſall,bind himſelfe and vvrong 
his father,vvho had all dominion and rule o- 
uer him.Itwil not bewel,to ſay that there was 
moreduticexpeted fromvyomenthan from 
men.Fortell me,vvhy did thoſe ancient law- 
yers ſo much varie in the queſtion, yvhether 
theſonnes of a furiousand phranticke man 
might contract mariage,and yet did all agree 
that the daughter might. Why did they make 
ſuch doubt ofthe ſonne? vvas it nor becauſe 
he vvas the pillar and proppe of the familie? 
in him was the hope of their poſteritie ?from 
him vvasexpeRed the continuance of their 
flocke,and on him depended the line of cheir 
petigree? therefore it is requilite that greater 
care be had,that he be noe diſparaged in his 
match,of vvhom more reuerence, morere* 
ſpe, and mere obedicnce is required. If hee 
enter into nevv alliance, if he make his fa- 
cher a grandfather, and beget an heire for 
him,ought not all thisto be done with more 
aduice,and circumſpeRtion than ordinarie, 
And 
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And was it notalſo,becauſcage in a ſonne did 
not ſo importuneandcall for mariage, but in 
adaughterirdid.cuen enforce.and haſten it 
before her time? A ſonne,albeithe aied till 
his father were perfelierecouered, and well 
in his wits,there was no inconueniencebefell, 
forchereby his iudgemcnt was ripened, and 
heprooued the worthier manafter,(and1I 
may cell you)zood behauiour is as necellarie 
'at hoin.cas abroad, if old {ato may bebelee- 
ued. But a daughter may be the warle, if ſhe 
ſtay beyond hertime. And that did Phalars 
oncetell Clen:rathat forthe ſame reaſon,ſhe 
ſhould not defer the mariage of her daughter 
that was twentie yeers old in aniecale,becauſe 
her father Philodamus was abſent in a forraine 
countrie. For he was traueclled farther, than 
that her daughter might convenientlic cx- 
ped hisreturne home, But concerning aſon 
percaſe he would haue altered his opnion, 
Itfolloweth therefore that what Aoſes did 
forbidin a daughter, he would haue much 
more forbidden in aſonne likewiſe. 

Butyou thinke it long perchance ere I 
came tothe times of chriltianitie,you do wel, 
For thatis the point of the card whereunto 
all our courſes thould be intended and dire- 
Red, Chriſtianreligion ( you will ſay)other- 
wile determines of childrens dutie, Letvs 
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ſeethen whether Chriſt came-to deſtroyit, 
or.to perfe it, corrupt &.mar all good man. 

nets, by abrogating God his fathers precepts. 
toteach children contempt:and (tubborne: 

behauiour,or rather whether: it werenot laid 

as an imputation vpon: him, to the end ie 

might. bee :belecucd, that; hee did deface 

all reſpe of amity and alleagiance, to rent 

in ſunder all dutifult affe&ion, and make 

heart-burning and diſcord berweecne the fa- 
ther and his children,as faith Saint Ambroſe 
writing ypon Saint Luke 2 Wewill cherefore 
beginnewith Chriſt himſelfe, and afterward 
come vnto the Church,where if your more 
refined Dwines haue anything for me,tnatis 
intruth morelcarned and witcy, let it haue 
thevicory : for albeit weareall Chriſtians, 
yet all of vsare nor interpreters of the faith; 
therefore all (uch Diſputes of greater 
mylterie, wee lcaue tordeepe Divines ; and 

will content our ſelues with ſuch as are ob» 
vious and triviall, Chriſt was twelue yeers 
alde (Luke 2,24.) when heewent vp to [cru« 
ſalem with Mary and Toſeph, but forſooke 
then at their departure, therefore they re- 
turncdbacke to /ernaleystofecke him, and 
it came to palle, that three dayes after they 
found himin the Temple ſitting among the 
Dottorsz.towhom ary ſaid; Somne why _ 
thou 
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Fhouthus dealt with vs ? thy Father and I have 
fought thee with beany hearts, © Hee anfwered 
ſomewhat obſcurely;but yet(if Iam not de- 
ceiucd) no leile firlic for the mitigation of 
theirſorrow,(than thou ſuppoſeſt that thou 
haſt doneforthe appeaſing of mine anger) 
viz, That it i« better to obe y God than men. et 


hereturncd and went downe with his parents, | 


and came to Nazareth, and was ſubice& 
vntochem,faith Luke in his Goſpel] . did he 
euer afterwards forſake them? no-not vntill 
the time of his paſſion, But Ipray thee, bee 
vs heare farther, what Bernard the Abbot 
ſaith. Although Afar and /o/ephvnderſtood 
Chriſts words (foritis likely they did)becauſe 
hethus beſpake them, Knew you not that [ 
wuſt goe about my Fathers buſmeſſe ? yet not> 
withſtanding they would not bee quict, ſaith 
heein his 19. Sermon on Selomer, but would 
hauchim obedientvnto them: therefore all 
therelt of his cime,he cuer afterwardes fol- 
lowed them, Now, from whom may we draw 
a better patterne of obedicnce and duety to- 
wards parents for children,than from Chriſt, 
Learne (faith S. Ambroſe vpon theſe words ) 
what thou oweſt to thy parents, when thou 
readeſt that a ſonnewas neuereontrary to.his 
father,cicher in fulfilling his will, performing 
his duty,or obſcruing his be Se” 
owe 


) feare of his dearth, Whatneed Ifj 
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owelt to thy mother the hazarding of her 
chaſtity, the loſſe of her Virginicy,her perill 
in thy birth, her tedious ſorrowes, herconti- 
nual ctroubles(who,wretched as ſheis)is then 
in __ danger,when ſhe hath the fruition 
of her delires,and broughtforth the ſonne of 
her deſire: for albeitſhe is free from the (or- 
row in his birth; yetisſheenot free fromthe 
k ofthoſe 
Fathers,which are ſo prouidene for theirchil- 
drens good? or of the riches which they haue 
ſo multiplied and laicd vp for them?or of be- 
ing ſo waric husbands for their childrens 
thrift ? might not this goodnetleof theirs at 
the leaſt, challenge ſome tribuce of obedi- - 
ence? Theſame Author in his firſt booke de 
Virginibss,Caith, how (weetea pledgeis that 
which hath its beginning in perill, and its en- 


> ding in perill, which firſt is agriefe vato pa- 


rents before it can beea pleaſurevnto them ? 
The Maſter diſdained not (faith Bernard) to 
follow his Diſciples, nor God to follow men, 
nor the word and wiſdomeitſelfeto follow a 
Carpenter and his wife: and yet Joſeph was 
not properly his father. Ieſus fulfilled the 
will both of his heaucaly and carthly father, 
teaching vs thereby that nothing hinders , 
but thatthey may bee both obeyed at once, 
and that it isnot necel[arie,that one ſhould be 
neg- 
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negleRed for theother. I»ſtin Ifartyr out 
ofthis place'in his' x36, queſtion, handles 
ſome other queſtions alſo very wilcly, (as he 
vſcth to doc all. )Ifitbee forbidden by Gods 
holy Scripture, to contemne our parents, 
(faith he) andif hewho dooth that which is 
forbidden, is to -bee tearmed a ſinner; how 
commeth it to paſſe that our Lord Ieſus 


Chriſtin many places deſpiſed his parents, þ 


and yetneuertheletle is faide'to bee without 
fine? For at the marriage of Cana hee chec. 
ked his morher,faying : Woman what hae | 
rocoe with thee? And when his mother would 
faire haue ſcene him, he called thoſe his mo- 
therand his brethren,rhat did the will of God: 
Furchermore,when it was ſaid vnto him, Ble/. 
ſed t5 the wombe that bare thee, and the pappe: 
that gaue thee (ucke : hee replyed, yea bleſſed 


are they that obey the will of God, All which 


words arethoughtto bee ſpoken of him in 
ſome contempt of his mother; becauſe wher- 


as ſheewas properly calicd ble(led; othersin 
oppolition oft her by him,were tearmed blel- 
ſed alſo. But now lirce this molt holy Vir- 
gin was choſen for the conception and birth 
of our Sautour Chrilt, how came it to 
paſlle, thatſhee was accounted vnworthieto 


becalled blefſed? Here Iuſtin Martyr ma- 


\keth thisanſwere, Theſe words (what haxe 1 
to 
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» to doe with thee?) were notſpoken by way of 


objurgation, butas if he ſhould haue faide-in 
other tearmes; Tam not: ſuch:aone as haue 
rndertakenthe careof wine, which is ſpent 


-in marriages; yet notwithſtanding if your 


delire bee that there bee nq want of wine, 
bid. theſervants doe whatfocuer I ſhall ſay 
vnto you, and you ſhall eably-perceivethere 
ſhall beeno want of Wine;which ag he ſpake, 
ſoittell out: Fhereforcitisnor likely that he 
did checke his mother in wordes, that did-ſo 
much honour her in deedes. As for other 
places Chriſt ſpake not ſo, as if hee would 
depriucher ofthat honour, which was due 
ynto a mother;but he{taught her how ſhe was 
entituled co true bleilednefle. For if hee 
that heareth'the word of God, and keepeth 
it bee Ehriſts brother, (liſter and mother;and 
Chriſts mother hath done both theſe, then 
it is cleare, that ſary in this reſpe&t ought 
fatherto becalled bleiſed: And becauſe God 
choſe not an ordinary woman to bethe mo- 
ther of Chriſt, but ſuch a one that was of all 
other the molt excellent in perfection and 

vertues, therefore Chrilt would that his 
mother ſhould bee moſt commended for 


that vertue, which gaue her preheminence 


aboue all women, that a Virgine ſhould be- 


come his mother, Moreouer Zzke the. E- 


uvangeliſt 
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nangelift teſtifieth, thac Chriſt never did 2p Þ 


rents, when he ſaith, Hee went downe with To> 
ſeph and Mary to leruſalem,and war obedient to 


rhem,ewento hi death : And fo alſo faith S. 


Anguftine interpreting theſe wordes in his 

booke, De Santa Virgmit. Now Chriſt after 

that hee beganto preach to the people, and 

withall perceiued thatthe Scribes and Pha- 

rilies did erre molt groſly in this commande- 

ment, whercof wetreat,and retorted the ſame 

againſ their parents, vnder this colour, that 

forſooth they might performe any thing elfe 

in ſteadof their bounden duety, (othey did 

that which they thought tobe as juſt and ho- 

Iy,ſaid, 1/>y doeyou trarſgreſſetbe lawof God by 

Jour tradition ? for God hath ſaid, Honour thy fa- 
ther and mother, and he: that curſeth father or 
mother let him dic the death + but yee ſay Whoſe-. 

eucr ſhall ſay vato hu father or mother bythe gift 
that 1s offered by mee thow mayeſt bane profice, 
though hee honour not bi Father and Mother: 
ſhall bee ſafe, © y2e hypocrites,yee worſhip God in 
Van, preferrin 0 mays precepts before Gods, Wh y 
ſpake Chriſt thisſoſcuerely? was it becauſe 
the Phariſies ſo greatly abuſed thoſe offe- 
rings,and that ſacred treaſure which they cal- 
led Corban? or was it becaulſethoſe oblations, 
which were deſtinated vnto the Templ _—_ 
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__ miſapplyed to them(ſclues, and to 

cir owpe luſts, and notvnro God ? ſurelie 
no, forthen hee wauld haue noted onely 
their luxuricand abuſe. But hee checked the 
prieſts becauſe they made compariſon of pre- 
_—_ and preferred their owne (which were 
otherwiſe good)before Gods. And becauſe 
they tooke occalion by their gift, howſocuer 


) holy to contemne their domelticke rites and 


lawes of piety, and that bond of naturall du- 
ty which is more ancient tha any whatſocuer. 
And yet there is (omwhat more in it,then (0: 
For the firſt commandementr, that youſtand 
ſomuch vpon, and the fifth you (o lightly 
regard, are bothGodscommandements,they 
both ifſuefrom the ſame Author, and the 
ſame Law-maker.ltis necellary therforethat 
eitherche one hinder the other, or that the 
latter be abrogated by the former (which is 
again(t all law that eucr Icould reade)or cle 
that both of the be kept,as well the ficlt per- 
taining vato God, as the fifth pertaining 
vnto parents, But the truth is,that ſome pre- 
cepts arc immutable, and they are (faycth 
Huldebert in hislaſt Epiſtle)ſuch as the eter- 
nall decrce of God hath eſtabliſhed. 
Of. which fort ( faith the Archbiſhop 
of Towres ) are theſe , Thou ſhalt loue the 
Lerd thy God withall thy heart, and all thy ſoulc, 
G 


and 
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and thy neighbour as thy jelfe. And honour thy 
Father and thy mother, and ſuch like : Other 
recepts are mutable, which the eternall 
aw of God hath not decreede, but the wil- 
dome and policy of ſome later wittes haue in- 
vented for ſome convenience and vſe,& not 
ſo principally tending to ſalvation. And of 
this ſoetit is 1robea Ieſuite; CertaineT am, 
that the law, whereby thou ſtandeſt bounde 
vnto mee, is pcrpetuall and vnchangeable. 
But what if here we be bolde tolay,that God 
himſeifcis letle ſo!licitous for his owne ho» 
nour,than for ourparents hono1? And ther- 
foreof thoſe two commandements,the latter 
inaſortisto be preferred before the former, 
And ſhall yet theſe Phariſies pleaſe thee more 
than Chriſt 7 It was not without a miſterie, 
that God gaue thoſe commandements con» 
cerning his owne honour ſimply , without 
impolition of puniſhmene,ifany brakethem, 
or propoſall of rewarde if any kept them: 
but when he gaue this commandement con- 
cerning our duty towards our parents, he ad- 
ded this clauſe, that thy dayes may be long vpou 
earth. For albeit hereby it bee clearely cui- 
dent,that nature cant (yffer, that he ſhould 
livelong vpon the earth, chat reſpeRes not 
theſe.of whom he hath recciucd life, nor en- 
dure that it ſhould goe well with him any 
where, 
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where, that will hide himſelfe forno other 
end, but that he may not ſhew himſelfegrate- 
full vato them that with ſo great careand 
trouble after they had giuen him life, haue 
nouriſhed and ſuſtained him, yetthat which 
wee ſo-principally- intend , appeares from 
thence. For he ſayth that heis tullof icalou- 
lie, ifa man worlt-ippe (trange and falſe gods; 


 butifhe worſhippe his parents, Godis fo farre 


from-cnuying it,thatby all meanes poſlible, 
he wils and commids it,& thatwith (ucha res 
ward,whichot mankind is molt delired. Why 
preſſeth heall theſe things lo earnellly ? be- 
cauſe when parents,theſcſecond gods are hu- 
noured , whom. hee ſo much accepres, 
and ſo well accounteth of, whatſocuer is done 
vnto them, hetakethie donevnto hiraſclfe: 
but if any dacty beeleſt vndone vnto them, 
let vs worſhip him in the beſt manner wee 
can deuilc, yet doth it not excuſe vs. And 
xrhappestnis may be the reaſon, that God 
(if I may ſoſpeake)is not ſo hard to pleaſe in 
that honour and worſhip which wee owe vn- 
to him, as cuery man is curiousin the duetie, 
which isto bee donevnto him. God is reue- 
renced as ſufficiently as he would be,ifenerie 
one according to his ſexe.age,and quality. do 
honour him as he isable. For it is not the Ec- 
clefiaſticall dign ty that makesa Chriſtian, 
G2 ſfayth 
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ſayth [ereme, Oneman inthe Church isan 
eye, another the tongue, ancther che hand, 
and another the foote or the eare. In whatſo- 
cuer vocation a man be, if therein hee ſerue 
Godas heisable, hee pleaſ.th God excee- 
ding well. For God exaqteth not the ſame 0. 
bedience of all. Butin man it is farre other- 
wiſe, except his ſonne be obedient and duti- 
full at his becke,and at his ſcruice, when hee 
ſhall thinkefitte, heis by nomeanes conten- 
ted, Neither is it much materiall, of what 
condition both of them are, for whoſoeuer 
is a father, is a father in the ſame proportion, 
and whoſocuer is a ſonne, is a ſonne in the 
ſamedegree, Therefore that we may honour 
our, parents without exceprion, and beyonde 
that voluntarie obedience, which wee ought 
to ſhew them, the Lord ſaith, this | will, this I 
commaund and forthis duety I prolong thy 
yearcs, that thou mayelt performe 1talwayes, 
VW hae then? if Chriſt did juſtly and defer. 
uedly reprchend thoſe Iewith Prieſtes,. doeft 


thou thinke(eſpccially (ecing both of vs pros 
felle oneReligion)that thou being my ſonne 
ſhouldett addi thy (elfe ro [ome certaine 
Colledge, Rule or Societie, (which (ay ut bee 
lawtull and holy, yct isit butthe invention of 
men) and thereupo!: contenine and d« ſpiſc 
mee thy father(alinne which God and Na- 
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þ turehath forbidden thee?) Excepting that 
worſhippe, which wee owe vato our God, 
({fuch as 1s adoration and inuocation.) What 
istherein _— it ſelfe, more religious and 
more divine, than tohonour and reucience 
our parents? Sacrihce isa holy worke, yet 
Chcilt(as you may ſee )leiTe eſteemeth it chan 
the duety and obedience of children It is a 
holy and rel:gious work for a manto deuote 
himſelfe vntothe Church, Miniſtery and fer- 
vice of the brethren, NeuercheletTe S: Paul 


— 


commaunds in his firſt Epiſtle to 7;merky 
5. Chapter, and 4. verſe: /f widdowes haze 
children or nephewes,let thens learne firſt to ſhew 
godlineſſe to their owne hou(e, and to recompence 
their parents, for that is hone and acceptable be- 
fore God, Certainely, if wee ought to chooſe 
any to that Miniſtery, hee or ſhee ought 10 
bechoſen, who arewell reported of for their 
good yorks,andthey are of this kinde, if ee 
hath nouriſhed her children, &c. Would Paul 
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haue preſcribed this ſocarneltly, except hee 
himſelfe being the author had well percci- 
ved that there were (omepriuate and dome- 
ſticall duties, which of necellity were ro bee 
preferved before all othcr,though ſacred and 
publique? thetruth is,that theſe latter pro- 
cced from thofc former, For when the que- 
ſtion is of morall and naturall inſtitution , 
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Chriſtians differ in nothing from Pagans. 
He that lives contrary to Nature, keepes not 
Gods commandements, as Nis: faith in his 
inſtitution tocertaine Monks And as Athe- 
wagorar in his Apologie for Chriſtians ob- 
ferues; that God 'mooues not man to thoſe 
things which are again(t Nature, And there- 
fore Saint Pau/{pake nothing, butthat which 
Socrates had ſpoke before him in Zenophon, 
& which the Atheniis had long beforethoght 
vpon and provided for in theirlawes, If any 
one bediſobedient to his parents (ſayth hein 
his 2.booke de fat?. co ditt, Secrar.)lethimbe 
vncapable of all Magiſtracy. For how can 
he offer pure Sacrifice or lit well at rhe (terne 
of the common-wealth , it hee be a bad 
liverat home, and if he be vnkind, vnnatural 
and iniurious to thepeoplc of his own houſe? 
As for the lawes of the Athenians, you hall 
finde then in « #/chines againlt Timarchus,& 
im Plutarchinthelife ofe# /chmes: but what 
faith Saint Pa#/? heeasif heewere in (ome 
emulation with Soc7ares ſaythr; If there be any 
of you that promdeth not for his owne, namely for 
them of his owne houſhold, hee demeth the fatth , 
a4 i worſe than an Infidel, Now ſecwhat con 
ieture' may be gathered of thee to the con- 
trary. Certainely{ſay they ) he cannotchule 
but of neceſſitic bee molt obedient to the ge- 
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þ nerall,Provinciall,Presbyters, who ſo reſo- 


lutely contemnes his Father , and ſoco- 
ragioul)y renounceth him for agtranger - 
anda Publican, See (my good (onneJhow far 
thou artdiuerted from the way of the Lorde, 
& how exceedingly thou arteſtranged from 
his commandements, although thou arro- 
gantly thinkeſt, that thou doeſt know and 
vnderſtand them better, than all thy fathers 
and thy forefathersdid,yea better than Chriſt 
himſelfe. Without doube afather and a mo- 
ther are not to be compared. with God, yet 
are they co be beloued with God, faith 7 ertul- 
lian againſt the Gnoſtickes. And in his book 
of Chaſtitie he ſaith , yow may know by the 
placing of ewery commandement , the manner: 
by the order , the flate, and by the endthe re- 
ward : therefore hee which honoureth not 
his father and mother, is worſe then an 
adulterer , worſe than a murtherer, and worſe 
thana theefe, But I had rather copare vertues 
with vertues, than vices vvith vices.vvhatis 
{o good a work in the Church as to giuelega- 
cies to charitable vſes, And yet (aith S. Augs- 
ftine whoſoencr will diſinherit his ſonne, and makes 
the ( hurch hu heire, let him ſecke one that will 
accept it, truly he ſhall not find that Auſtin will 
be his hewe, and by Gods grace he ſhall fndno 
man will be, And in his 119.Epiltleynto Ec- 
aicias, 
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dic544,doth henot reprehend her,becauſeſhe Þ 


Vowed continencie not acquainting her huſ- 
band fir with itzand when he had afterward 
conſented vnto her vowe,doth he not blame 
her becauſe ſhe tooke vpon herthe habiteof 
a Nunne, againſt his will? and did he not re- 
prove her becauſe ſhegaue her y=m_ to two 
poore Monkes, when ſhe had a ſonne living 
on whom ſhe might haue beſtowed them 2 
which I ſpeake not (faith he ) as though I 
thought thatifany of vs ſhould beillſpoken 
of and ſcandalized forour good works,there- 
fore weſhould delift from doing them, but 
becauſe in everie ſocietiethe reſpe we beare 
coour kindred ought to be one, and there. 
(pct we ſhew to ſtrangers, another,the condi- 
tion of a chriſtianis one,and the condition of 
an infidel another,the duty of parents to their 
children one, and the dutic of children to 
their parents another. VVrite therefore vnto 
him aletter of fatiſfaction and aske him par- 
don(laith heto Eridicea) becauſe thou ha (t 
ſinned againſt him, and diſpoſed of thy goods 
after thy pleaſure, without his aduiſe,and con- 
trary to his will : not that it repenteth thee, 
thatthoudidſt bcſtow thy goods on the poor 
but becauſe thou wert vnwilling that he ſhold 
have any ſhare- or part in ſo charitable a 
worke, Is notthe fa&t memorable, which ts 
recor- 
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> recorded of Aurelius Biſhop of (arthage, who 


reſtoreda deed of gifthe had received of a 
father that then had no children,vnto him 
againe, when afterwards hee had children ? 
For it is not likelie nor to bepreſumed inany 
caſe that he had rather haue another man 
to be his heire,than his owne ſonne; See here 
afar better iudgement of filiall duety, than 
that which thoſe vpſtart Phariſies put vpon 
thee,viz. That there « netther ſacrifice nor vow, 
norany oblationthatis to be preferred before 
the obedience which God commands vnto 
children. But let vs proceed and try by ex- 
amples borrowed from him,that is both God 
and man,whether it be true that a man which is 
deſirous to take the miniſtery, or to lead a mona. 
ftricall life, mayrenounce all kind of obedience,and 
that it is to wo purpoſe for him to aſke his fathers 
conſent and indgement in taking thoſe orders wp- 
on him or no ?] pray thee whom did Chriſt call 
to be his Apoſtles? called he ſuch a oneas 
thou arta yong boy ?and tell we if they left 
their ſhips,thcir nets,and all their tackling to 
follow Chrilt,did they for all that leaue their 
parents? or if they left them did they leave 
chem without leaue ? yea, which is more,did 
they that were husbands put away theirwiues, 
or did they which werefathers, for that cauſe 
forſake their children ? Certaine it is that 
Tamcs 
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Tames and Tohs were aboue 25.ycers old, when 
they departed from their father,But did they 
further ro ſhew their more impudencie in de- 
parting, lIeaue Iudea and travuaile into tale, 
Lorrame, or Spaine ?or elſe becauſe them- 
ſelues were Chriſtians, could they not endure 
to looke vpon their fathers? or was his pre- 
ſence,ſpeech,or conuerlation, irkſome vnto 
them ? Had they done fo, they ſhould haue 
done otherwiſe than their Lord and Maſter 
had done before, who (as Iſaid ) neuer went 
from Mary and 7oſeph. But that I may de- 
monſtrate vnto thee, that they went not out 
of their country,or fathers houſes, vntillſuch 
time as after Chriſts paſſion,they were to goe 
intothe whole world, and that albeit after 
eheir calling, they accompanied Chriſt,yet 
neuertheles they were conuerſant at home, & 
dwelt with their parents; It is written that Te- 
ſus came to the houſe of Peter and Andrew, 
where when heſaw their mother in law licke 
of an ague, hce cured her, and forthwith 
ſhe miniſtred to him and to his diſciples. 
T herfore to follow Chriſt was not toforſake 
ones friends, his parents, his wife, his chil. 
dren, or his houſehold, yea(which is more) 
James and Tohn, albeit they were growen in 
yeeres, would not have followed Chriſt, if Ze- 
beacs their father had not conſented there- 

unto, 
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unto. For ſecing they were together, with 
cheir father, whe Chriſt bad them followhim, 
ir cannot be butthat either Zehedews did ex. 
_ his conſent in words, or imply it by 
olding his peace, Bur tell mee whether 
thou thinkeſt all vocations be of one kind, 
as well they that proceede expreſlie from 
Gods immediate will, as they whereuntothe 
Church calleth vs? God knoweth directlie 
and changeth the hearts of men, therefore 
he is rot decejued. But men in their elefions 
doc onlie conieQure and ghetle, wherefore 
they oftentimes exceedinglie erre? for to be_ 
a inan and ({ubic to error be termes conuer- 
tible:as tobe God and not to be fubict ro 
error,what then? why we had need vſeall di- 
ligence and be verie warte, in theſe vocations 
ſothat no ſolemnitie bepatled quereſpecially 
the conſent & good leaue of our parents. If I 
ſhould alleadge that place vnto thee, where 
Chriſtſaid vnto his Apollles. Suffer little ones 
to come vntomethou wouldlt ſay, that there 
he ſpeaketh of ſuch as are yong in age, And 
in very deed you {hall find in the Go(pellthat 
theſe little ones were brought unto Chrift, and 
that they came not of their owne accord unto hin, 
therefore heſaid not,Come wnto me, but ſuffer 
chem to come, and againe forbid rhem not, to 
ecach that the caling of little ones, as = as 
their 
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' whereupon they diſpute thus : Buriall is a 
very religious and holie dutie, eſpeciallicif 
it bedonetoa mans father, But Chriſt ne. 
verthelefle willeth vs rather co attend him, 
thanthe buriall of our parents. Againe,lay- 
men are accounted as dead men, for they 
which areſo hampered andentangled in the 
pleaſures of this world, that they cannutſwim 
out of them,may iuſtlybe eſteemed for drow- 
ned and dead men. Hence faith $., Paxl, The 
widdow that lineth in pleaſure, ts dead while ſhe 
lixeth, 1.Timoth.5.6. The cleargie men on 
the contrarie may properlie be ſaid to liue, 
For they arethe part and portion of the li- 
uing God,therefore well may he be ſaid to 
ab(taine from thedead,who hath left his fa- 
ther and his mother to follow Chrilt (that is 
as they make it)to bea Ieſuit. Verie acutclio 


colle&ed, Sir, but we haue our an(wer inarea- . 


dinetlefor you, Firlt it followeth not, chat 
whatſocuer was pronounced of Chriſt muſt 
forthwith necelTarilic be applied to the Cler - 


gic,and all ſuchat haucberakenthemſelues 


to aregularcourſeof life. Indeed all his do- 
Arine was delivered over vato them, but not 
all power, faith Terrwlliar,in his book of Cha- 
flitie, And verilie itis onething,to embrace 
Chriſt and another thing to follow, ſo manie 
orders of monks as be now adaies;yea _— 
there 
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\ | their Baptilme did depend both,vpon ther 


fathers,turors and curators (uit and promiſe 
made for them, But whereas it was ſaid ouer 
and aboue, forb:d them not, that was nor (| 
ken to their parents, but tothe dſciples,chet 
found fault with (uch as brought them vnto 
Chriſt :and this without doubt is ſpoken of 
ſuch as arc in their minoritic. But chat which 
was beforcalleadged,makesno diſtinion at 
all of anic age. Iris written toall in generall 
tcarmes, Honenr your parents I know when the 
ſonne is once come to five and twenty, that 
then his fathers approbation, yea his diſht- 
mulation,and which is morehis very lilence, 
(ſuch aswas that of Zebedens ) gocth for his 
conſent, But yetthat, ſuch asit is, is veric re« 
quiſite. Neither canſt thou depart from thy 
father or mother if they be vnwilling. What 
faid I? from thy parents? I ſay thoucanſi not 


" goe from thy brethren or thy kindred ( for 


S. Paul (peakes generallie of the whole fami- 
lie)but thou mult perforce ſinneagainſt God 
and be guiltie of a cruell and faithleſle con- 
ſcience.But I ſuppoſe there is a text allcadged 
thee to the contraric , that when one of 
Chrilts dilciples delired him, that he would 
permit him togoc and buric his father, before 
that he followed him, Teſus replied vnto him, 
Follow me andſuffer the dead te burie their _ 4 
where- 
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there were ſmall ods between them and thoſe 
of whom Dorethens (pake of old. Sccondlie, 
when the father of that diſciple was once 
dead,that exa& reverence-which perhaps he 
pretended to Chriſt,ceaſed, and. was no lon- 
gcr to be performed. For it was certaine that 
he was then no. Jonger-a ſonne. Laſtlie,the 
Lord commanded not that the burial ſhould 
be whollic omitted, but that it ſhould be pro- 
cured tobedone by ſome other, and who- 
' ſouerthat was, he was faid to celebrate his 
fathers funerall;in regard that we commonly 
call allthofe, which are departed: out of this 
life before vs, our fathers or forefathers. The 
charge and coſt of funeralls is a publique 
bulineiTe,ſaith Papiniay the ſanQuarie ofthe 
law, whence alſo [»/tinian in his 43.and 59. 
Nowell manifeltlic ſheweth, that in Conſtan- 
tinople the charge and expences of funeralls 
was wont to be defraicd out of the publique 
treaſurie,. Why therctore ſhould this celebra- 
tion hinder the diſciple fro followingChrilt, 
lincethatit might be done as well by ano- 
ther as by him(ſelfe.But yet ther is great diffe- 
rence whether children deſtitute their pa- 
rents in malice or pure ſimplicity. This ex- 
polition will ſerue thee againſt all theſe ars 
guments wherewith they haue beguiled thee, 
It thy parents bedead;thatis if they be Tewes, 
If 
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if Idolaters,if Pagans,if Infidels, & ifthe ſon 
contrariwile be a chriſtian,if a Catholique, 
and the father would buricthis hisſonne with 
him,'thatis, command him to commit ido- 
latric, /cawe this father and follow mee ( faith 
Chriſt)/etthe dead burie this dead, That theſe 
words ought (o to be taken,and vnderſtood, 
iscleare bothout of S, Ambreſe,when helaith; 
The (onne 1s not diſſwaded from his duty towards 
his fathers, but a beleeuer is ſenered from 
the fellowſhip of aw wnbeleener . And allo 
out of S. Aſtin as well inthat one booke of 
ob/erwations on $, Mathew as in his firſt booke 
to Marcethan conc erning the Baptiſme of chil= 
dren.Canlt thou therefore perſwadeany man 
that the Ieſuits onlie livethe beſt kind of life, 
and that we miſerable chriſtians, becauſe we 
are of the laitie muft be reputed tor dead and 
buried. S. Hirrome writing vnto Faria think- 
eth far otherwiſe: whoſoeuer belecueth in 
Chriſt ( faith hee ) liveth . And Tertwlian 
in his booke,de carne (brit, doth notthere- 
fore ranke Aarcion among thole that were 
dead, becauſe he was nota Monke or an Her- 
mit, but becauſe whilſt he was an heretique, 
hewas nottruly and properly a good chriſti- 
an. But we fathers, poore men though webe, 
euen wearcbeleeuers we arecalled theſonnes 
of God, his friends,his brethren,and _— 
wit 
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with him, and weeal(o are made partakety: 6 


through him ofthe holy Ghoſt. As many as 
haue a trve faith, and lead an vprightlife, | þ; 
yea although they worke not miracles, 
norcaſt out diuells, yet they arc holie, ſaith 
S. Hierome in his 5 9.Homilie. But if you pre. 
tend theſame, yea, if thou boaſt of greater 
things than theſe,why this alſo is our benefit, 
thisalſo is our aduantage, For if you aske 
any of vs Chriſtians of what religion we are, 
euericof vs being taught by you, can make 
you this anſwer:of the ſame religion,whereof 
our fathers and anceſtors were. There was no 
oath more inviolable, than that which wee 
ſware by our fathers faith,ſaith Philo,who bor- 
rowed this ſentence of an ancient Philoſo- 
'pher : therefore why thou ſhould(ſt ſo ex. 
credinglie deſpiſe vs,now thereisno reaſon: 
or if thou wilt needs contemnevs,doe it then, 
when we can expe nothing from thy hands 
butour buriall, You ſhall haue in this caſe 
ifnatthe meaning yet the words of Chrill 
to his Diſciples,when our Sauiour Chriſtſaid 
vnto him follow me, he well knevv that his fa- 
ther was novy dead, ſaith the ſame $. Awvbroſe 
in this verig place. But I beleeue the textinS, 
Matthewes Goſpell hath molt ſeduced thee. 
He that loweth father or mother more than mee, 
« notworthy of me; And againc in S. Lake, it 
any 


WY : *=Y 
\ 


takety |, 


any ay 
nt life, 
acles, 
, aith 
U PIe- 
reater 
encht, 
1 aske 
ve are, 
make 
hereof 
vas no 
h wee 
o bor- 
liloſ0- 
ſo ex. 
aſon: 
then, 
hands 
is caſe 
Chrill 
i(tſaid 
his fa- 
wmbroſe 
xtins,; 
d thee. 
nu mee, 
whe, if 


any 


v 


1 bonoxr, and axthiricy. S9 


man rommeth wnte mr and baterls not his 


| fot ber and bu mot her, his wefe and his children; 


bas brethren and bis ſoſters,yea and his onne ſdu'e, 
be cannot be my diſciple. Thiele and (uch'like 
places ſeem to yeeld theegreat and forceable 
arguments for thy defence: but lince thoſe 
realons and authorities,which we haucalrcas 
dy bropght tothe corntrarih, be as pregnant 
and forctableto all intents, it had been yout 
courſerg infer, that ſurelic tlicfe latter places 
do require ſome farther expolition and dg+ 
claration,lealt God ſhould ſeem to be con- 
ecary, or tocontradithimclte, For;l pray 
you,tell me,what manner of doctrine is this, 
or what kind of religion may this be called, 
whict-tcacheth, that a man of neceſſity, muſt 
bate his father ,and his mother, his wife and his. 
children,hs brethren and hu fiters,yea his owne 
deare ſoul: alſo that nallbe Chriſts dsſcaple,.it we 
ſhould ſtickevnto the words and not ſtand 
vato the meaning? for if he that ſhould hate 
his father , muſt therefore be a good diſci- 
ple,doubtletle hethat ſhould well beate him, 
were worthy to be a patriarch, and heethac 
ſhould kill him, might exccedinglic well de- 
ſeruetobea Pope. See how many abſurdi- 
ties and miſchiefes, would ariſe tram, chaſe 
words,not ill conceived, but il vnderſtood. So 
$.Chryſoftome in his 36.homily,vpon S.\Afars 
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thews Goſpell, he did not abſolutelie com- 
mand thee, to make inueQiue ſpeeches, a. 
gainſt thy familiar friends and acquaintance, 
torthat werean action ſauouring of indiſcre. 
tivr,and might procurcharme.But look how 
much any other defiresto hauethee loue him 
morethan me, hatehim,ſaith he,ſo much the 
more. I confeile then that we oughe rather to 
loue God than our parents: and that is the 
lefſon which Salomon teacheth vs , begin your 
fque with me, as Origen witnelleth. Which is 
alloſpoken by S. Ambre/e' on S, Luke, if men 
ought to performedutietotheir parents, how 
much morethen ought they to rendertheir 
molt bounden dutie,tothe creator and ma-Þj- 
kerqgfrheir parents, in yeelding him alwaies 
thanks,that gauethe parents.But Iam much 
miſtakenitthecqnſequence hold, ergo, itis 
more blelled, to become a Fraxci(can Frier, 
ora Icluit,than cicher to loue or reverence 
thy father. For chriſtian religion is grounded 
efpeciallievpon faith, but doth not depend, 
vponthis or thatparticular order of religion 
Nay Imay further tell you many a generall 
Councell haue been ſummoned, that neuer 
confirmed or approuecd theſe orders. And it}, 
(putcaſe)itbe a degreeof moreperfeRion to 
bea Cleargic man thana lay man, Ithinkeith ; 
mult not beinferred, ergo, a ſonne need not 
| | refraine 
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 refraineanie ſtubbornevndutifull oryngod- 
ly behaviour to his parents,ifhe intend to be 
a Prieſt rather than a lay man. God hath no 
where(that I ci find )laid any ſuch preciſec 6- 
mandemet,on cither of vs both tobe Prielts, 
kis eſpeciall charge to thee wards,is that thou 
ſhouldft doe me honoryby all meanes. Haſt 
thou then wilfullie done methis open wrong? 
thy linne is of ſo hainous a nature,that Gods 
curſe & mansis vpon thee for it. For I telthee 
ſonne it is a matter of meer indifferency to be 
one of the Teſuits companie, A man may be 
a good chriſtian, and walke. in the way of 
Chriſt, which the path co cucrlaſting life, 
' and yet never turne Ieſuit for. the matter. And 
therefore it ill becarne thee to put. by an a&t 
of abſoluteneceſlitic, for a proiet of thine 
owne priuate fancie, & voluntaric concept, as 
$.Thomas verie wilclie informeth thee. I pray 
thee tell mezif there were two waies to follow 
Chriſt in,and the one were ſo faire and plaine, 
that thou migheſt loue me, and thy ſaviour 
Chriſt alſo, che other (ſo (lonie and craggie 
thatvnletflethou didſt perfe&ly hate me, it 
wereimpolliblefor.theeto louehim,which of 
theſe waics wouldli thou. rather chuſe? but 
"1 (Oſonne)S. Matthew and S..Lxke are focleer 
in this point,that there is aot ſo much, as the 
Icalt letter which may. caſt thee into,any 
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ſuchlabyrinth,or intricate maze, Readtheſe 
Evangeliſtsand read-them from the begin. 
ningtotheend, thou ſhalt find itdeliuered, 
thac if queſtion be of vndergoing martyr- 
domefor Chriſt (which chey call ro tarrie the 
croſſe and follow him)and theſe two ſhould be 
intearmes of oppolition,7o deme God before 
men,or to honor andloue ones father, -it is farre 
betterto hate father,yea to hare himſclfe and 
his owne ſoule,thanonceto diſtruſt the pro- 
miſesof his ſweet Sauior Chrilt. So.then. ifI 
| ſhould haue perſwaded thee to abiure the 
Chriſtian bapriſme,wherunto I firlt brought 
thec,and might well enoughGauec beenethy 
Biſhop in it, had I aduiſed chee to caſt away 
chat n:olt pretious pearle, which S. /ohb» the 
Apoltlegave him that told hum where hee 
might find the woluiſh God.that had yeere 
by yeerehad 12.young children offcred vp 
vnto him forſacritice, had I requeſted thee 
ro renege Chriltianitie, toentertaine Mahc 
metiſme, Atheiſme, or herelie (I may not 
havetheetcll me now with Saluianw, that 
ſuch atime way happen, wherein ſome thing 
thatis not God oughtto be preferred before 
God )then might(t thou by vertue of thi 
ſcripture;in thee cafes haue lawfully refuſe 
ro do ine (uchduty,and reuerence, as apper 
taineth coa father:and Saturus,orthe worth) 
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Lady Yi#oria, would haue been good pre- 
cedents for thy imitation (of whom Yiitor 
the Biſhop reporteth in'his firſt booke De 
erſecntione Vandalica, that they had rather 
e held from their children, parted from 
their husbands, depriued of all their world- 
ly wealth, than by any ſedycements whatſoe- 
uer,become Arrians, .Inſuch a calc it would 
haue been good for thee, to haue been with- 
out father or mother like Aelchiſedech, who 
was therefore (aid to be without both, becauſe 
he wasa deuout holy man,though his parents 
were wicked, and cruell { a#aanztes, Heathen 
people lone their natjuecountry exceedingly, 
and none can hauec any partin their loue bue 
their-parents.Now we((aith-Portius,S.C yprians 
Deacon ) we detelt and abhor our very pa- 
rents, when once they goeabout to perſwade 
vsfor anic thing againit our God. But ich we 
areboth gootchriltians and Catholiks, who. 
ſhould preuaile more with thee than my ſelfe, 
that haue done more for: thee than all the 
warld belides ? if any father might bejuſthe 
deſpiſed of his childe, abuſed and wronged 
by him,choaked with that text in Lemiticns 
(1 am ignorant, ] know you not ) cereainlieit were 
ſuch a father,as ihold dedicate his childreco 
ſtrange Gods,or advow them to the worſhip 
of the molten Calte, according to that of 
H 3 Hoſes, 
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Moſes,(let thy hand bevpon them and powr 
foorth their blood whichwould ſeduce thee 
fromthe truth )in which place notwichſtan- 
fiiding,maybe obſerued,asalſo out ofthe 32. 
of Exodys; that although AZoſes inthis caſe, 
allowes of parricide, yet heexemplitieth itin 
the wifc,in the ſonne,in the brother, in theli- 
ſer,in the kinſwan and friend, he makes no 
mention at all of the father, $o ſacred, vene- 
rable,and inviolable is that name of a father, 
nothing may lawfullie be attempted againft 
a father. Read the Epiltte of Moſer, Maxmmr, 
Nicoſtratus, Rafimus, and other Confeſſors (it 
isthe 77.) to Cyprian, thou ſhalt find theſe 
words vnderſtood in this fence; peruſe like- 
wiſe Chriſeffome in his 63. homilie vpons. 
Hatthew, where he expoundsthem. Theſe 
words(faith he )tomy vaderltandipg,cloſclie 
do betoken perſecutions. For many fonnes 
hauvebeen drawn to wicked coutſles by their 
parents,manic husbandsby their wiues,which 
whenſoeuer they attempt, let them neither be 
reſpeRed for wiues,nor parents. And the au- 
thor which wrote on the ſame Evuangeclilt in 
his 275.homilie. It is not to be beleened (ſaith 
he)that God which commanded thee to ho- 
nor thy father and mother, v ould bid thee 
forſake father and morher: if therefore thou 
haft an vnbelceving father, continue 4 
One. 
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Iop 
z obedience to him for in ſo doing, thou ſhalt 


receiuethe reward of thy dutic, anflsontrari- 
wiſe he ſhall find the condemnation of his in- 
fidelitie. And therefore our Sauior ſaidnor 
hethat loucth his father is rot worthy of me, 
but hethatloueth hisfatheror mother,more 
than me,is not worthy of me, For as to-louc 
our parents after God itis dutic, ſoto honor 
them more than God, is plaine impietie. If 
therefore(he repcats it againe) thou haltan 
vnbelicuing father, ſtill obey him, but if hee 
would haue thee ſwallowed into the gulfe of 
infidelitie, loue God more than thy father, 
for he'is che father not of theſoule,burotthy 
bodic onlie- Howſoeuer yet, he doth not re- 
quire that the ſonnevponany luch acgalion, 
ſhould deſert bim by his bodily preſence,bur 
by diſſenting from him in point. of. reli- 
gion. Markchow theſe words of the 'olde 
law, theſe men, ſaith the Lord, haue kept my 
commaundementes, which haue ſaide vnto fa- 
ther and mother we know you not) are Cx= 
pounded by Phioftratus ſometimes Bilhopof 
Brixia,and S, Auſtinsancient.in his boake of 
hereſies. You arenot tovnderſtand hereby, 
to condemne your father, for begetting 
you, but to condemne the grolle_ impi- 
etic of your father that would miſlead you. 
And this was the opinion of Sa/onins Billop 
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of Viemia, writing vpon Eccleſiaſtes . -Forthe 
rofellionlhf our:faith 'iin Chriſt, wee muſt 
contemne.yea aid hate, father and mother, 
andallour kindred,when they be anie ſtops 
or irpediments vnto- vs, in the way of the 
Lord:as vveread that the holy Martyrs, ma- 
nie times did:whenceit is thatS, Auf in his 
ſermons,faith, thele words, ſeeme to encou- 
rage men totnartyrdome, Finallie,Chriſt Ic- 
ſus himſelfebcing readie togiue vp the ghoſt 
(tofpeakein thewords of Arwold the Abbot) 
that he might ſuperlativelic commend this 
noble and great article of the ſccond table, 
Honour thy father and thy mother , andthat by 
althebonds and leagues of pietie,doth-.giue&: 
bequeath it to his mother the blaſed virgin, 
(woman behold thy ſonne)and to. his beſt belo+ 
ned difciple S. Tohn, ( behold thy mother). And 
that S.7oby was likewiſe of his maſters md, 
Prechirws relateth Chap.2 1. for hauing bap- 
tized-Chryfppa in the Hand Pathmos, andihe 
wonld thereupon inall ſpeed leave hir vnbe- 
leeuing husband, S, /ohn told her, no,that is 
by no meanes to be permitted, for God hath 
not ſent me to ſeparate man & wife, I haueno 
ſuch commiſhon,& therforercturne in peace 
fo your owne houſe. For if it were lawfull, 
that a woman might ſeparate her ſelfe- from 
her husband,yet were it not expedient (faith 
wy * 


. hononr, 4nd authority.” | r0$ 
> Auſten in his book De Advulterinis coningyr)to' 
Pollentixs.Now if it ſhould beſaid,thift intheſe 
daies there be no martyrdomes, and therfore 
the former expoſition wil not now hold:then 


Gregorie the great in his 37; homily De Di= 
werſis Euangely leftiombus, will giue this inter» 
pretation,that the place is to hemeant of con- 
cupiſcence, and carnall affe&ions. For then 
faith he, we truelic hate our owneſoule, when 
wee repoſe not our (clues on carnall deſires, 
when we ſubdue our inordinate appetite, and 
ftriue againſt our delicious pleaſures, Yea but 
the Ieſuites buzze into thy eares, that twere 
better for thee to (purneand trample thy Fa- 
ther vnder thy feet thatito be without acowle. 
Well, then I would faine; know for my better 
learning,whether S. /ohn Chry/oftom attained 
tothetrueſence of theſe words; of S. Mathew 
and S. Lake, (now wee are come to betrideby 
God& rhe Church)vvhenin his firſt book de 
Sacerdotio, he reports of hinm(elfe(and ſodoth 
Leo the Emperour reportof him in a certaine 
Panegyricke oration)that having hniſhed the 


courſe of his (tudies inthe Vniuerlity of A+ . 


thens hee returned to Antioch, and ther 
through the often admonitions of a 
bus (for itwas not Bafi! the great, if wee may 
take Simeon Metaphraſtes his worde) had a 
great longing to haue beenea monke, = 
in- 


106 A diſcourſe for parents 
hindred him from his courſe of deuotion, for 
hee vvas pittifullie perplexed alongvvhiletle 
was no conceit ofnonage, hee vvasthen 25. 
yeares ode, and was a pleaderin the Court: 
evvas no reſpet of reucrence to his father 


—_— 


(for hee was departed out of the vvorlde:) 
ewas not that his reſolution was ſomwhat ſtag- 
gered by the remembrance of his olde friends 
and fellows,for he more regarded Baſile then 
them all*how then, where wasthe impedimet? 
it was obſeruanceto his poore mother : for 
when ſhe ſetypon me with this (peach, O ſon 
Twas afreſh young beautifull widdow, when [ 
refuſed the profersof aſecond mariage,ther- 
by to enable my ſelfe to doetheethe more 
good, and then (alas poor childe)when thon 
waſt a ſmall infant, all my care was, that thou 
mightelt have plentifull meanes for thy edu- 
catiun and —_— And now inlicw of all 
theſe my kindnelfdes,in ſtead of al thoſe thiks 
and comforts which ſo many bencfirs might 
challenge fromthee , canl(t thou finde in 
thy heart toforſake me now? rocontemn and 
diſdaineme now? make mee twice a widdow! 
nd waken my time of mourning which vvas 
novr laide afleepe? why tell me(good ſonne) 
did(t thou euer lacke any thing that I could 
helpetheeto? did I ever yvrong thee in al my 
life? Ifthou wilt needes enter into a monaſte- 
. Tie, 
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rie, vyhy firſt ſce me honeſtlie buried in my 
graue? Flearke: dolt thou not hear the voice 

» ofthe Lord crying aloud [ſonne honour thy 
mother Authuſam,] Surcly he performes faire 
obedience to Gods commandements, that 
by ſuch demeanour grieues his mother: .O 
ſonne had(t thoudonefor mee all chat poli. 
bly a ſonne can doefor his mother , yet haſt 
thoa payd me nothing for my manifold (or- 
Towes, for my throbs ini childbed, which for 
thy deere ſakeTI lo patiently endured, for my 
paines in bearing thee, for the ſuſtenance 
which Igaue thee, when I ſtroaked.my breſts 
nnto thy lippes, with the true affeion of a 
molt naturall mothef! What haueI for my 
hunger andfaſting which I ſuſtained forthee, 
when Irecfrained to eat any thing that mighe 
hurt thee, and drinke anie thing that might 
marre my milke. If Ikeptfaſt,it was for thee, 
ifI did cate, it was for thee, 1f I refuſed any 
meat,it was for thee, if I accepted of any meat 
* wasfor thee, and many anight I haue war- 
ched for thee, and manie a bitter teare haue IT 
ſhed for thee,and doeſt thounow veterlic for- 
ſakeme? I could hould out no longer (faith 
he) but forthvvith yeelded,as being ſtrongly 

ouercome with a reuerent reſpectto ſo good a 
mother, And thereupon he makes his excuſe 
to Ba/ilixz,and in deſpite of al theſe —_— 

which 
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(whichhave bene forceably bent and diſchar- 
gcd againlt thee) choſe rather to continue 
with his mother , than toabidein a monaſte. 
ry. Hehimſelfe writing afterwards to Baſile, 
vſcth theſe words: I confeile I haue broken 
my promiſe, for vvhenT left Athens, & ſuch 
familiar acquaintanceas I had in that vniuer- 
ſity , my purpoſe.vvas to have addifted my 
ſelfe yvholly to your companie, and vvith 


youto haveſpent my daics in contemplation.”* 


But I haue broken my worde and that not vp- 
on anic wilfull diſpolition (I would haue you 
ſo to vnderſtand mee) but, for that one law 
hath more prcuailed with me than another, I 
meanethat law which r&quires ducifull obedi- 
ence vnto parents, more than the ſociable 
Law of friendſhip and good fellowſhip. Now 
parallel|thyſelfe with S. Chry/oftome, When 
thou walt yetinthy nonage, all thy. contri- 
uing was, how to.bea Icſuite; fatherles, Iam 
ſurethou waſt not, except thou wilt ſay thou 
wertfatherletſe in thisſence,that thou had(t a 
Father, but ſuch a one as thou did} not care 
for: nor motherleile, for,that thou-hadſt a 
molt kinde and louing gentlewoman to thy 
mother. How was.it then ? that ncither thy 
fathers authorige , nor thy mothers tender 
loue and affetion might ought preuaile 
with thee in not attempting anie thing 

7 without 


VWIJk 


_—_ 
mm oy © wous 0 


—i. i TX.) 


iſchare« 
ntinue 
2naſte. 
afilus, 
DYroken 
& ſuch 
/NlUCT- 
ed my 
| vvith 


lation,? 


ot vp- 
ue YOU 
ne law 
ther, I 
obedi- 
xciable 
. Now 
When 
:ontr- 
, Iam 
z thou 
1adlt a 
It care 
adſt a 
to thy 
ier thy 
tender 
revaile 

thing 
ithout 


XUM 


bonour and amthority. 709 


) withouteheir approbation and aduice. Thou 


haſt ſhunnedcheir preſence}, wandred vpand 
downethe worlde [ike a vagabond , and for 
three Whole yecres together concealed thy 
ſelfe, after ſuch a manner of inſolent indigni. 
ty and arrogancic, that inall chat long time; 
thou haſt neither vouchſafed towrite me one 
lctter,norſend meſo much as oneword howT 
might know to find thee out, eicher in France, 
Lorrync,or Spaine, Perhaps, you ſtood in 
ſome fearethat your Mother Hortenſialhould 
affront you with ſuch an encounter as this: 
Why ſon;if God ſhould haue called away chy 
Father (which I hope neuer to ſee) what ſtay 
ſhould I have found in the worlde after him ? 
Thy brethren;alas poore ſouls they be too 
young. And what hopecould I hauc had from 
them, chat haue thee for a patterne of diſobe» 
dience? No doubt God is much bound vato 
you for your good ſervice done vnto him, 
that in a icalous compariſon thereof , cannot 
endure any commerce or correſpondency 
with your parents? no not ſo:much as for the 
returne of a few letters ? If this you have done 
vpon ſome nice conceit,that they reſpet you 
tootoo neere, becauſe you are of their bloud, 
and alliance, yet remember withall they bee 
good Chriſtianfolke, not pagans, andthat 
this tendeaaftection EIECEEISS 
rom 


x10 A diſcomfe for peremes 
from a feare of thy well doing, thanfrom a- 
ny doubt which they can poſlibly make of 
the articles of their Chriſtian faith and religi- 
on. It was notwichout good caulſeff perceiue 
now) that good Yeruria refuſed vtterly to be 
employed in embaſlage to Martine Cariola- 
#:«« hir ſonne, For what ſaith ſhe, ſhall I get at 
his hands? what ſhall all my little. nephewes 
ger,when hethat hath liucd in baniſhment for 
4: yearestogether, in all chat whilencuer ſent 
meſo much as one letter? hath quite forgot- 
ten his kindred, as well as his natiuecoun; 
rey , which ( might I =_ likea[/mother) 
molt vacurteouſly and vndeſeruedly con- 
demned him, Shee notwithanding all this, 
embarkt her ſelfe in the mctlage, and forced 
him tocome in, by no other (tratagem of war 
than the name of a mother, Whatthinkeſt 


thou? art thou more religious than S, Chryſo-, 


. ſfome,more hard harted than was Coriolanuy 
yet he eame to meete his mother halfe way, 
thou flieſt from thine, and cſchewelt her very 
preſence. What? fearelt thou to writevnto 
me? in Gods name write, write w ithout date 
of day or year. Indeed if $. Bail be yourcoun- 
tenance for this irreligious devotion, theim- 
putation were thele(le, and the fault moreex- 
cuſable on you part, I muſt needs grant. 
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; \ raged our cauſeallthis while by quoting of ſo 


many ancient Fathers, except it be, the filling 
vpofalong empty cataloguewith names,Oue 
beſt way therefore in my iudgement to deale 
with thee, will bewith (ome records and pre- 
cedents of antiquity. And whereas $. Chry/a- 
Pome hath writcen ſome bookes, againſt ſuch 
as diſcommend the monaſticall lite, & hath 
giuen counſell to parents to take ſome cars 
that their children bee trained vp ip ſuch ſpe- 
culati0s,rather then tomake them ſwordmen 
or ofthe long robe, his intentis therby inpre- 
ferring that kinde of life before any other, to 
aduize men rather to beſtow their children in 
acourſeof religion, than a ſecular employ- 
ment; but not to make them in any ſort diſo- 
bedicnt to their friends,and in deſpiteofthem 
to abandon cities, and inhabite vaſt moun- 
tainous deſerts, nay heewills them after ſome 


time (ſpent, after they haue bene well ſeaſoned, 


in Chriſtianity, to repayre home againe to 
their parents, Which makes mee to thinke 
thatthe Monkes of that world , werenotrer- 
mersfor life in their monaſtery, as now they 
vſeto be, but at cSeclie toreturn home when 
they lift. Againe readethe ſame S.Cbryſoſtome 
in his bookes de prowdentia, there you ſhall 
obſerue how hee ſpends himſelfe in comfor. 
ting Sragyrins the Monke,who yas thereto » 
vexe 
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12 _ 4 dſcomſe forpirent 
yexed with a deuill, becauſe that contrary tw 
the aduice of his Farher, hc had caſt himſelfe 
into acloyſter, and whom for that cauſe, he 
terms an intrwding Frier, But Stagyrins was the 
of ripe yeares and his father had not expreſly 
forbid him that calling, onely hee counſeled 
him otherwiſe. S. A»/tme himfclie and S. Am- 
breſe in his firſt booke, De Virgin:bus,towards 
the end, proucs that parents ſhould not hin. 
der adaughter from conſecrating her (elfe to 
theſcruice ofthe Church,bur yer withall (o, 
chat a Father may ( if his pleaſure bee) pe d« 
remptorily to forbid'it. And doth not Saintfj 1 
eAuftinin his 109 and 110, epiltle to Ecdiciaſy de 
plainely ſay, that ſhee had made a deede off 
-gift of her ſonne in her life time , whereby talfl 1y; 
kill him, inchat his father was not firſt mad} $4 
acquainted echerewith , what courſe of life] Cl 

' vpon more maturitic and diſcretion hee after} ©! 
wards might follow , to bee cither a Monkey] # 
Prieſt, or a married man : thercforec till he} 
came to ſuch an age, his fathcrs voice an 
conſent was abſolutelic neceſlarie thereyntoFY fYe 

| but the conclulion of allis, that the ſon born 24) 
$; in lawfull and holie WedlScke is more to by ot 
, in ſubiction to.the Father tnan' to the mo ©Or 

ther, And therefore he cannot be denied hinff $i 
whereſocuer he be, when once hee is lawfully Var 
demanded, The ſame Father in his 23 3. bf wil 
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rary @ piltleto Benenarm,doch nat he wrice of acet- 


:: hewonr, nd artberity. 5g 
tainegirle.thatas the went,weuld faine 
hauebeenea Nunne,, how hee conſulted 4+ 
bout the matter with: Fe/ix ber Aunts:Houſ- 
band,and thatotherwiſe he neither could noe 
would haye giuen way vatu it, VVhatwould 
his opinion hae beene (thinke you ) of hit 
mother, whoſe direionand vvill in beſtays- 
ing of hir daughter,was ever to bee preferred 
bctorcall others ? Without doubt,if the mos 
thers intereſt be ſo much, the fathersis agreat 
deale more, and ſo great as hewould not haue 
muchedemurred, vvhether the ſonne were vn- 
der yeares or aboue, for ſuch a quelti- 
on would never haue beenepropoſed. Laſt- 
ly,Lappealeto thy conſcience ( good Fathet 
Saluiame ) walt thou: a {ranger tothisnewe 
Churchdiſcipline , when thou tookeſt ſuch 
extraordinary paines to Heparapr and Aves 
ta, thatthey would pleaſe to excuſe that acti> 
on of thcit. daughter Palaasa, for that thee 
wasconuerted from Paganifmeto Chriltiani- 
tye, withouttheir priuity? do Llay her action? 
nayto excuſethineowne, that after the birth 
of thy daughter  Auſpiciola,: refrainedſi the 


give thy (elfeto faſting and ro haujing no 


warrantſo co'docfromthy father in laws per- * 
million. Ven they betrothed A 
| I thee 


rn 5a * as 3h 


98: . f diſcourſe for parents 
rtheetthey gave her'toa Chriftian husband 5 
andthereby ſufficiently expreſt their conſent 
thatſhelikewiſefor hi behalf ſhould become 
a Chriſtian. Yea andcertaine itic,thata little 
after this bleſſed match,thy wiuceparents that 
ſoearcly affected their daughter , became 
Chniftiansalfo. Howfocuer then they might 
haue taken itill atthy hands, that vndertoo. 
keſt this without cheir (peciall leaue,(for what 
kwpecould they conceue of any grand-child 
tobe borne vnder that marriage, where the 
man and wife [jucd a part?) what reproache 
was it vnto them, - that in-a matrerof ſuch 
weighty importancethey ſhould not be wor- 
thiclo much as tobe looke after? If they for 
ſuchan inligniouscontempe done vnto them 
ſhould hauefaid vnto thee, Sirra,packe out of 
ourlight,and writeletters vpon letters as long 
as thou iſt, and it beeſcauen yearcstogether 
thouſhalt recciuenot one Tine from vs in way 
ofanſwer,(andyetT muſt havetolde you that 
Palladia now after the entemmatrriage;belon- 
ged notro hir Father butro hir husbands dif-Ys 
polition) could(t thou in defenceiof thy ſelfe 
have ſaid, thatit was a- point of fernent zcale 
to Godwards, firlt to-hate andſee atnaughthh 
thy Father? Oh, burreade his epiltles,: and 
readethem ouer, thou wilt cellme anether 
tale: there is nothing but bitcer teares , you 
ul 
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Link boner anidamtbority. 9g 
bands | fulFFotes' andbegging pardons? althou 

onſene | Chthhe;for apa forkpowhms 
ecome Þ or wherin I haue offended them.Now vppon 
theſepremiſes; ſeehow I could conchide a. 
Paifiſt thee:Thauewrite® many letters'td thee, 
bur" tieuer recejuedany onefor an{werebacke 


2 little 
its that 
zecame 


might ain.' Thou art notiyer cometo yeets of dil- 
lertOO. | cretien;chou haſt entred into a vow;(1 wil not 
Yr what Þ ay of chaſtitie but of ſingle life, )and never 
J-child U told me of ix. Pooreſoule, how couldeſt thou 


ere the Þ make any vow atthat yeares'? thou-canſt not 
defend thy ſelfc and ſay, why butFarhcr;I had 
yourconſent, though you did notopetily ex- 
= it. Forthouknowelt vvelenouphthar 
did mainely withſtandit: in a worde whereas 
thouhaſt revolted tothe Teſuires companie, 
tit hot paganiſmethat thou haſt forfakehzbur 
the holy fellowſhip and Communion of thy 
Chriſtian brethren, Why then doſt thounor 
vpon thy bare knees aske me forgiuenes,thou 
haſt morereaſon ſo to doe,ſfonne, than euer 
Saluianus had: for hee in humility acknowled. 
t-Yacd his offence, but thou canſt nat bebrovghe 
Ft confelle thine, NowT pray thee;ſonne, be- 
think thy ſelſe ho®greevoully this holy'man 
yould-haue bene affrighted with the remorſe 
f his diſobedience; if hee had offered ſuch 
wrong, I will notſayto Idolatrons parents , 
uchas they won tq belccying, _—_— 
2. 36 
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' On, plead his.excuſe2theCanons; which bee 
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hismaſter,fbr thiscauſg only ;thatrhey differ; 
inreligion;Sir it.js not-your Friars cor 


Moaks habit,nor/anieardetot knighthood; 
thatyecancnterintofhalleuerbeabletorarl 
or blot; aut, that ' fall;tie; and obligation, 


which inthis cale, Godand men haucanter» | 


changeablieſcalcd and deliyered, the.one4o 
the other-Ieis a faſhion wellþecomming Bayt 
barians angheretiques(o.ſauh Bihop Hitter, 
in bis firſt booke De per/ecutioneY/andabom)to 
ſeparate husbands from thejt wiucs, orchil. 
dienfrgm their parents, And when Ya/{enting- 
an the. Emperor like a [malt glorious Brindg 
hadaythoriſed the prefeſqn of Ghriltianre. 
ligiogyandithe cicic of; Carthage! whence by 
reaſon of, 4rriam/me. it was fora ſeaſon exir 
led;the firſt, worke 'thatthe. Biſhop did; was, 
thata] mariagesthoulddiold htbe.pars 
ties were; pf ditferene, celigioM® apd.-pargnt 
(bouldbayuetheir children againe, that: the 
Arrigns had forceablytaken from them, - 7 

Sq then te;begin ous gelation with the ſtory 
ofa flaveIthe would fallpff from his maſter 
becaulghewasaGentileora Jew, might:hot 
thcfauos of libertie,buteſpegiallic ef'zdligh 


tcarmegdthe Canons ofthe Apollles, Aatlie 
tay no. If (eruants bee promoted to haliecorders 
without, their maſters conſent, : ihſo fete, theit 


maſters 


X11M 
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homonr, and ivtherity... [ I03r 


; wafers may challenge .thems hacke agar for 
| ſlaves, (itis. to be. found. inthe $4. Chapcers) 


But ifanppetſon of feruils 8@ndition be wor: 
chic thedegrecof holy ordexs(a8wiz Onr/anne 
and themaſter yeeld therynco,) after chey,be , 


8. enfranchiſcd and made freemen, it may bee. 


done. The Councecll of Gangrene which was, 
held An.324-and{omewhat aftcr the 1Viceney, 
forbids itlikewiſedaying;Let hjm be acour(ed, 
whoſocuer he be chat ſhall-{educe anarher. 
mans (cruant: to be vndutifull to his maſter. 
vnder colour vr occalion of ais rcligipaand 
doth not rather teach him toſcruchinywygh, 
an honeſt heart and all dye ob{cruance; shat 
ſo he maybe a free man of Chrilt,(as {gngurts 
lupplicsit)ice him be. agcurled.Certaineykig, 
thac thisisto be ment of the {laucs of hethen, 
and the religipn there mentioned istobeing 
tended -of th&Chriltian.Butia the Councell 
held.at. Orl:ance vader King Childeberg , 
there 18a great deale more ; tor ouecr and 
belidesthatiedifauowes theyoluntary obla- 
tion ofa Paueto the feruice of the Church, 
without his matters knowledge, itlaies a pt, 
nalty s-pan.che Biſhop that lo admits himz 
to wit,thatinlix months after, he is not tg £64 
lebrate./a/ſlmianin his 123. nouell Coaltizu- 
tion;apointed a certainetime,wherin the mas» 
ſer wasto recouer his flauefromehe Caper, 
| ut 


156 = A djſtonſoſor perems 
bur Lev the'g. made artaR,that che chalenge 
ſhould ſtill held and beperpecuall. . Yea bue 
if jou fay the caleiz altered, in —_—_ rack ws 
eſtate being regularyis moreto bepgili 
fe green Chokeene(acieſhoutd 
appeareby a certaine conſtitution 'of his) is 
ofa contraric opinion. 'Let no man;faich he, 


ora Monk; without teauc and licenſe of his 
rhafter(you may read the Act intthe20.and 
29:Chapter,T he primitive Churchiobſerued 
as'thuch,not thatſhe thought God: was any 
way diſhonored by the minifterie- of apoore 
faut,(for with Godall men are alike ) how 
then? Terrulian againſt the heretique Mar- 
tionwH1 give you the-reaſon, SaithHe, 'what 
a@ion is there more vniuſt, wrongfullz and 
wicked.than (otodemerit my,{ervant, with 
your kindnes,as that neueraft&wards heſhal 
lineto doe meany moreſeruice?another man 
ſhall hay clatmetohim, and lce me haye any 
ſuit in law, he ſhal} produce hins fox -a-wienes 
againſt me,and that (which of alf bad s the 
worft)euen then, and at eharrime, whilſt he 
fſiuesinmy houſe with me, lives wponmy al. 
fowance, trembles and quakes vnder the 
firipes of my rod; Awife man (houfd. bee: as 
ſpariog to do arjother mans wife; hy flave, 
free man, or any vnder his charge, any _ 
: tclic 
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entice another mansſlaue;to become a Priclt- 
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telic 


honour, and authority. .' 12% 
| telicextraordinarie, as to precure them any 
harme. For a man cannotpuſſiblic inueagle- 
or alturcanic of them, but withall of neceſli- 
tie hemuſt bercauethem particulatlie of that 


loue and trueh which-in-confeicoee thewife 
ſhould beare to her husband;: che flaue to his: 
malter;thefreeman to his patron, andhaſtlie 
the ſubie& to his ſoueraigne. And nodoube 
by Godsgrace, but hethat lives in ſubiction 
toattother manerules, in that courſe of obe- 
dience; may be partaker of crernall blifle ; 
whereas he that fpurnes and murmurs inthat 
heis called ro: be a ſeruant, | ſhould I ſay;di- 
vorceth himſcife from the religion & faith of 
Chriſt; nay- malicioaſlic rencges it which 
conlifte whollie in ſouc and obedience, ex- 
cep# there befoin ſuchation inioined,which 
isdireQlie oppolite to piene: And ſo writes 
$.Chryſof ome in his 35.homilie vpon choſe 
words of $,Paul, Childrew obcy your parentron 
all things, $1506 SEES 
 Now:coneerning wives (for that isournext 
pallage)yefind adnodevtend, Lot nexher Bis 
ſhop,Prieff.on Doacon, put away hi wife, vndev 
colour of religion:if he doe let him be excommuni- 
cated,anitrf le ſo tontinut , let: hun be doyraded. * 
The ſame Canon is thus tranſcribed imto' 
Gratian) dectee, atthe '2 8. diftinQion, who. 
focuerſhalireach that a Prieſt vpon me” 
| 0 


XUM 


of religion,may refuſe his wife, let him be ac- 
curſed. And the Fathers aiſembled in. the 
Councell of P__ publiſhe -this-deeree, 
that: whoſocuer ſhould put a difference be- 
tween a married -or \vamarried. Prieſt, as 
chough his mariage diſabled him/frotr-ad- 
mini | cn the haly communion,aud for that 
cauſe refuſeth tocommunicate with him, let 
him be accurſed. And a little after : VVhoſo- 
everſhall condemne wariage,or thinke that 
a faichfull deuout -woman, cohabiting with 
herhusband, is therefore judictallic to bee 
indited,; asif,; forſooth, the married cous 
ple: could not paſltblie.cnter intothy! king; 
dome; of heauen , Ice: him-beeraccurled; 
Whatcanſt thou ſay for thy (elfe tathecon 
trary?dolt thou not Bod by thaſs lawns, that 
as well the istoberepurcd for an excotmmuni- 
cate perſon, which: ypon pretence of liuing 
continent,liues a partfromh:r busband;aund 
refraines his bed, asthey,which (tand{o.high- 
ly vpon commendation of challitie;(and Þ 
cauſethey would be tearmedabltiacnc,) do 
vilifie and. dilgrace the holy ecltate of wed 

locke?- | Oe 
Nowconcerning, parents and:children, 
their obligation, as: well as their relation, 
nntuall,. Therefore; the, Synod ſaith thus 
much fiſt of parents: VVhoſocucr ſhall for- 
lake 


WIta 


banour Abd authority. IQR 
fake his own children, & ſhal riot bring theny 
, VÞ3s:it is the partafafacher; andgiuctheny 
nbtchings necellaty,butvnderpretenceof lir 
ving contineielic chinks they may be fortorn; 
ke tun be&cevited, Son,thou aeuerfoundelt 
meyetdefetiizeih avy one poink, that a kirid: 
father ſbould dae for his child, which if Thad 
Imivft have; been extreamlie-negligent, and, 
fo reputed; in; hecindgement; of, Pro/omue , -& 
_ maintained, cheriſhe, [and taughtthee :| 

r Greek and Latin, I: dare be bald -toſay, 
thou baſt beemipſtructed,ſofar foorth,as way 
btting for ayony gendleman, Thy gaod 'va- 
ckle Monſieur lanes e/Erodixs the. prelidenr, 
and-my.ſeltc,hautimade ic oun.gdager contens+. 
tion(as indeed-we excecd bogkdn:eur loue' 
and affeRtion;towards thee)thattbou hold (t: 
faile of nothing that might baany way deui- 
ſed mect for any excellent putpole,thatſo hug 
ding the;courſs whereunts; dbowwalt moſt} 
4 inclined, we maight.in time accatdingly: dif< 
pole of thee, {; which Nawwpmaniy lah was 
the faſhion ambpg: the Athenians?) orthat; 
thou mighteſt diſpole of thyelfe;-in caſewe 
weredcad beforc,and: thou comieto full age.; 
And have we this faire recompence for all. 
vl. aur loucany kindhetſero befajlaken bythee 
now, & not thought good enqugh to beſpo- 
ken ynto atthy departure; It jsfepertcd in Se 
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134 4 difcomſefor purines 
Hiereme: Epiſtles,that the holy matron Pauls 
tcft both rowne andchildren excepting only , 
her yong daughter Zuftochis, whom ſhe took: 
in heycompenievith her. co Berb/row, vpon 
grelolution thereto live retired, Bue I: muſt 
tell you, all cheſeichitdren (belide Toxoriar) 
were cometo yecrs, and he was riot left-vn- 
ided neither, for the morther-made him; 
and his(ifter Rwfara,that was tariageableher! 
ſoleexecutors,and gaue them all char ſhe had; 
and appointed them gautdians to overſee 
them. And-the like ſtory /you' may read'in 
Patlinns in his  o.Epiltle'to Severn; how he 
commends- exceedinglie the holy woman 
Melavia,chathaing buried her hutband,and 
being themnocher of one little: boy, left his 
behind her,failde to Ieruſalem;and there be. 
tooke herſcife to'a life of more'/perfetion, 
Bue ſhe left himi( which-likewife would be ob- 
ſerued,/)exceeding rich, the teft him king and 
allied toallrhegreat men of Rawe > - - 
- Butnowthat-I'may have a Aying to thee, 
comeon (ir, flandneere;andhearken tothe 
doome which ſhalt be pronogenced againſt: 
thee,and bethinke thy Felfe, who ſhall gi 
theeabſolution from the curfe'of the fore- 
faid Synod, whereunto without doubt thou 
art notorioufiie liable. If any forme (ſaith the 
z6.Canory ) ſhalbforfakerheir parents, cſpe- 
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honour and autherity.. ray 
ciallie ſuch as are belcevers; taking occaſion 
by pretenceofreligion, and ſhall. not yeelde 
them more dutie and reuerence'in that re- 
ſpeR;letthem beaccurſed, Now T pray thee; 
tell me trulie did they conceale this Councel 
from thee?I verilie belecuc they did. Icannot 
be perſwaged that thy judgement isſo crro- 
neous.as to' imagine that a ſonne may doe 
more againſt his father, thana Nlaue againſt 
his malter : as to imagine that it were a gries 
vous linnefor afather (not to prouidefor his 
ohildren )and but a peccadilioin a ſonne to 
ſtand our vndutifull, defpitefull, and con- 
temptuous againſt his parents. See, the 
Councell makes noe diſtintion of be- 


| Ieeving parents or vnbclecning, of chil» 


drens —_ or their fulage.Butperaduen- 
ture, they vvill priuily whiſper, and tell thee 
that this Councel vvas but to hold for a time, 
not to continue. To this Tanſwere,that the 
reuerend fathers of the Church, for along 
time after,approued that Synode,asyou may 
bndit recorded inthe fifth generall Councell 
of Conſtantinople, and ſodid Graties alſoin 
his Decrees : for to whatpurpoſeelle did hee 
incorporateit among them? Laſtlie, that an- 
ſvvere might ſtand for good,ifthe Councell 
of Gangrene had intended their Canon a-: 
gainſt defertion of heathen parents onely: for 


where- 


210" - AH dliſcowſeforparams 
vyhereas Gentiliſme' vvas then in more re 
queſt and ſway than Chriſtianity, the greatet 
carewas to hetakenforit,thatthey ſhould not 
loath our Chriſtia religion too much (as po(- 
fibly they would)andnot vnlike, buratthat 
eimezthe Church mighe dircRhy inhiibite the 
belecuing marr to: forſake-his -ynbelecuing 
wife, ynletle inpoint of violence forced to pa- 
ganiſme and Idolatry. Bur ſure it is; that the 
Councells meaning never was that Children 
fhould forſake their parents, becauſe they 
were Chriſtians, foritſaith in expretſe words! 
[Letchildren reverence their parents, if fot 
no Other ecde, yet forthis, becauſe they are 
Chriſtians}, areaſon (as I conceiuc)thac will 
eberholdg for Chriſtians for Vigoreus , awri+ 
ter of our time, cites the ſame Synode to:this 
very purpaſc. Bur irwill not bee amille in my 
opinion; to ſet downe thecauſe and occalion 
of theſummoning ofthis Synode: Jt was riot 
» hecauſe Pagan parents did make:je their com- 
aintof gricuance; thectheirchildrendida® 
andon and forſake them, the cauſe was clean 
contrarie ;\ which was, thatthey which were 
Chriſtians leftthem whichwereot their owne 
profeſſion, :and: religion , malzpert and 
ſawcieſormesdidtreſpallclo againlt their pa- 
rents, a8 thaukiſt lately.done againſt mee-+ 
marry, the difterencc'it any bee; uothis , _ 
yt they 
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they in former time, affeteda rruc monaltb 
callretired'life, and thouaccording ts the fa 
ſhion of thertime,doſtaffeRa profeſlisbare- 
lieconliſting in an habitof apparcll, and for- 
malicie of words :they crucified theworldeto 
the fleſh, and the fleſhrothevvoride,bur men 
of your coatefaue halfe the labourzand cruci- 
fiethe world onlie. From whence then comes 
ſuch a corruption in this diſcipline? I will:retl 
you. Aboutthe time that ſome neve fangled 
fellowes ſprung vp in the Church, and termed 
themſelues Anchorites, Eremitesor Monkes; 
there ſteps mevp one Exſtarme,who led by an 
inconſ(iderate zeale, began whereſocuer hee 
came, to thunder out thoſe gloricus magnifi- 
cent words written inthe Goſpel, [ that they 
wereynworthy of Chriſt,that loued Fatheror 
mother more than Chriſt, }Jand thereupon te 

inferre that all things in the world are to'bee 
contemned and (ct at naught: as houſe, poſ- 
ſeſhons, parents, children, brethren, yea(and 
to make ſhortworke,) all the vniuerſal world, 
the better to liue in ſome ſolitary hermitage; 
vnderſomerule, and in ſome company ſeue- 
red and ſhut from all men. And why fo thinke 
ou 7 becauſe it was nothing worth to beea 
Chriſtian;cxcept you had benc alſo of the or- 
der of Exſtatizs, But what wasthcitlue of this 
Doarine? Sir this;thatthe wife wold leauc ha 
| husband 
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hizband, and be hiewife: theſeruant his mb 


er,and he his ſcruant; the parents theirchil-4 


dren, and they 'their parents: that Chrj- 
Nians ſer light by marriage , and all duty el(e, 
- which cucry man owes vnto his cournnrie: that 
religion, which was wont to keepe all in good 
order, was now becomeringleaderto all cor 
fuſion and diſorder. Laſtly,thatche Gentile 
might well ſay ( and Zozimes by name) 7 
(Þreſtians be barren & wnfrutfall in all affairs of 
dutie, which isaſpeoth that Terratiasn in hisa 
pologeticus, holds ro be the moſt diſgracefmll 6 
ſeansalows that emer yet was witered againſt ( hri 
flians, But the l[eQaties of Exſtatins reioynd 
why bur this deſertion is, becauſe wee woulc 
bee the freer for the-{eruice of God, Bue th 
Fathers aſſembled in Councell , condem 
this faire occaſion, and prooued full & whole 
thatitwasan a& far more Chriſtianlike and 
Religious, to worſhip and loue our parents 
(for that is thecommandement of God) that 
ſotolcrue God, as thereby to deſpiſe the pa 
rents, athing which he vtterly forbids. Fc 
God and parents may well bee honoured te 
=_= butno man living can trucly worſhyy 
dwithouthe honorhis parentsalſo, The 
upon this new founder Exftatias,, ſhortly af 
ecr changed his copy,and cametobe a Biſhc 
inthe Church, and not acloiſterer, And thi 
| thi 


m_ &* @; © wma oo ow co. 


- of - x. 


_ 
—_ 


p- honour, and authority. 109 
his Mb thiswasthe truc occaſion of aſſembling that 
heir chil { Councell thevery letter of that Councell, as - 
at Chri alſo Socrates, Sozomen, [fidor and Gratianinhis 
uty elle} ; 5, and 30. D:ftmt?. doe apparantly tellifie. 
zrie: that Hownow fir ? Will ſo many and ſo waighty 
lin good authoritiesdono good with you ? for ([thank 
) all cor you)you haue beene bold to ſet my authority 
Gentilay navghe ?or are you eftſoones perſwaded, 
ne) THY thac ſhould I affoord my conſent ncucr (o 
| affair 59F much, youcould not yet bee atrucand ab- 
$10 his3Y ſolute Tel uite?peraduenture you are yet ſom- 
acefall Off chat grauclledin this doubt ? (o then let vs 
wrft , h take ſome view of that which they alleadge 
cioynd vnto you out of S, Hieremz?, and withall con- 
'ce woult ſider, whether there be any cloyſter Diuinity, 
. But ti or new found Goſpel lately (prung vp among 
ondemne em, to repeale theſe auncient Canons and 
6e wholeF Jecrees of the Church , which you in your 
nlike 20Y þraverutfe doc ſolightly clteeme of, Ie may 
 PAreNUY not be denied, bur that S. Hierome writing to 
30d) that x7:hodorms in commendation of all olitary life, 
ſc the pal yſerh theſe words {ſhould thy little nephewe 
bids.. Fc hang falt claſping aboutthy neck: & thy mo - 
zoured toll therwith her tretſes diſheuel:d about her ears 
y worſhy renting & tearing her garmees,diſcoftcr thoſe” 
ſo. Thet paps which gauetheeſucke: Thould thy father 
hortly T that begate thee lic downe before thee in the 
ca Bilhot yz: pailcouer thy father, and crample him 
 AndtlMynger thy feete, ſhed nota teare, but with an 
thi K '* heroi- 
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heroicall reſo'ution, flye towring vp in hi 

ſpead to the (tandard of thy Sauiours crolle. 
Savage cruelty tnſuch a caſeis your onely pi- 
tic. DoubtleiTc,hcercisa right noble ſentence 
and well becomming the high ſpirir of ſo ex- 
cellenta Fatherinche Church : but beforeI 
clearethc point, & ſhew in what meaning this 
was ſpoken, wherein S. Hierome (3s it ſhould 


ſceme by this) makes ſuch cheape.reputation 


of parents authority, and in ſodooing ditho- 
nours-the chaſtity of all naturall kindnes: I 
would faine (ce thatpaſſage in him, concer- 
ning parents obedience, (itis in his Epiſtle de 
vitando [uſpetto contubernio) reconciled to this, 
There you ſhallreade him thus , Father and 
Mother, ſaich he, are names of dutic, wordes 
of reſpec, bonds of nature, and vnder God, 
theſecondtruceand lcague of our loue, It is 
none of your commendation to ſay you loue 
them not, it is a notorious linne in you, if you 
hatechem. Our Lord and Savior Icſus Chriſt 
was {ubiect co his parents. He rcucrenced that 
mother to whom hee was fathcr, loued that 
nurce, whom he foltercd, and forgot not that 
wombe where hee was concewed, nor thoſe 
armes that ſo oft Bore him. You will.perhaps 
replic and lay, but heerelics the exception, 
v hen aſonne living vader the gouernment of 
his Father is once reſolutely determined to 
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eres a monaſlterie, why then hee may bee 
oldeto forbear All ſhew of dutie, and-paile 
neither for good nature nor good manners. 
Then crueltieinthatcaſe may be interpreted 
merciczinciuilitie, good conditions;contempt 
obedicnce. Butthinkenot (good ſon)though 
S. Hierome v(ed ſuch a fairecolourable ſpeech 
to Heliodoyis that if hee ſhould have dealt in 
earne(t with him,hewould hauec aduiſed him, 
fo ben ſo behaued, as his words doc/implye. 
God forbid that S. Hierome ſhould euerbe ta- 
ken for principall or accellory in parricide: 
thatfortheſame veriecauſe that e-Encacwas 
I the prow(as Virgil1n all places ſhiles 
im) , | | 
Amids the ſcorching flam-s,and thouſand ſhot of darts 
I reſcued mine ayed Syre , and made theſe [ſhoulders bowe 
To garde him fron the cnemies treope, ; 
For an ation direl y contraric, a Chriſtian 
man{hould goe aboutro merit, the ſame ſur- 
name'& appcllation:or thatS, Hierome by any 
meanes, ſhould rather propole wicked Tw/ia 
for an inftance of pietie, that roade in her 
coach ouer her fathers coarſe , than deuourt 
eEneas,foran imitation to Heliodorus, Yea 
though hee might purchaſe thereby all the 
kingdumes and (cignories of the world, orall 
the valt territories of hell , whereghoſtes 
Lordeic, as Painimsſuppole: orlaſtly, that 
2 who 
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who ſo profeſt himſelfe a Monke in ſuch a 


ſcornefnllfaſhion to his pMents , ſhould bee 
better thoughtof than Clzebs and Paon, that 
drewetheir aged mother in a littcr,(toa place 
where ſhe was to ſacrifice) in ſtead of a payre 
of coatch-horſes. Or thoſe brethren, which 
forthey reſcucd their impotent parents, from 
therageof a tempeſiuos fire, the pcople of 
Catanna , in a reucrence of their devotion, 
called by no other name than the godlie chi. 
dren. Certainely it is{o far from $. Hierowes 
mcaning to haue his words peruerted &drawn 
to the maintenance of ſuch a barbarous cru- 
eltyand impity,as that when hee ſpake this to 
Helidorus,ncither his Father or mother were 
thenAuing:ſo thatthe inferenceis impoſlible 
that had his Father & mother forbad him to 
have becnean Ercmitein the wildernes of Sy- 
ria,he would haue gone ouer them,and ſtam- 
pedthem vnder his feete. What then may S. 
Hieremes meaning be? why this: After Hetio- 
dorus had long time beene a ſouldier in the 
wars, and dcaltmuch in negotiating of ſtate. 
matters, growing into ſome years,and hauing 
noilluc, (as we tolde you before) he bad fare. 
well tothe world, andin$S. Hierowes compa- 
ny which was hispuyſne, vowedafſolitaryand 
retyred life, and tothatend they both centred 
into a monaſtery, liuedthere long timetoge- 
ther 
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\ ther, atlaſt Hehioderw hada | a longing to 


ſee how his oncly lifter, and hir young ſonne 
fid: and there (10) did healter his former re- 
tolution for there he betakes himſelfe tothe 
Church, and in ſtead of beinga Monke, be- 
comes a Cleargy man, This was the time 
without all peraduenture, when $. Hierome 
wrought theſe matters in commendation of 
the monaſticall life, beeing for yeares but a 
' ſtripling, and almolt avery boy, (as heſpeaks 
of himſelfein another place, ) andcommin 
freſh from the vaiuertity, then he vſcth thels 
flouriſhing fpeeches vnto him, alluding from 
his ſccularco cheheauenly warfare, interlacing 
wichall (uch (trong motives, and perſwalions 
asfriends vſc often to their friends, allto this 
purpoſe in eftetghat wheraswe are comman- 
ded to be Emlyches for Chritts(ake, to pul the 
veric cies out of oyehead if they offend, to 
lcaue and forſake all that we haue in this yoo: 
ſent worlde, as if thecale were deſperate for a 
rich man cuer to co:ne to heauen, (a point 
whereof $. Auſten diſcourſes excellently 1n his 
$9.epiltle toHixrw) not to be carefull for to 
morrow, to turne thy leftrcheeketo htm chat 
{mites thee on the right , and many moe lay - 
ings of the like nature, which were they lite- 
rally vaderſtood and not ſpiritually , without 
queſtion, would fill the Church full with he- 
EE © refics, 
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relies, and yet concerning worldlie vvealth 
doth not S. Afen in ah-Epiltie to Bonfarins 
te!l vs; a valiarit' Chriltian minded wnan' 
ſhould not be puft vp if he haveit, nor bede- 
ietedif he looſeit ?vvas not Leontws-a Bi. 
ſhop of Laodicea, condemned of the Church 
for diſmembring himſelfe? vvhereupon Ana- 
ftaſins a Bilhop of Nice in his 73.and 79.que- 
ſtion ſaith, vvhat is meant by this Goſpell, 
(if thy right exe offend thee, or thy right hand,cut 
it off from thee ) Chriſt meant it notof our bo. 
dilie parts and members, (God forbid)but of 
our friends, and kinsfolke, for hee ſlanders 
Gods workmanſhip, that diſmembers him. 
ſelfe? And euen S. Hierome himſelfe, hath 
he not vvritten ſo manie things in that (train 
of vchemencie for commieridation of virgi- 
nitic and finglclife,that he ſeemgin a manner 
todifallow and condemffye all mariage? yet 
GU es he never ineant it. For were it ſo 
that heſpake as he thought, and perſwaded 
Heliodorus rather to make his way 'ouer his 
fathers body, than to'forſake that bliflefull 
eltate(whichas it ſeems in your conceipt)the 
cloiſter affoords, why then would he prefer 
Pricfthood before it? indeed he confeſſeth 
that Heliodorus anſwer,may ſerue any other 
mans turne elſe, but cannot ſerue his owne, 
who having profeſt in preciſe tearmes, the 
| active 
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aQtivelife,might not without blame, renciice 
his former 'profeſlion, and betake himfelfe 
to an order of higher perfeAtion, as namely 
Prie{thood, Indead he deſcribes the good 
and happie eſtate of them that liue in mona- 
ſteries,and likewiſe how perilous and ſubieR 
toall manner of temptations, theircondition 
is,that live at large inthe world and faith he 
wasa glad wan,to ſce him come vplſo high, 
but very fearefull to thinke of his fall. So 
that he blames not He/iodoras, for leauing his 
cloiſter,nor his entrings into Prieſthood,nay 
he perſwades him nor direRly.to forſake the 
one,and returne to the other. But becauſe 
firſt he reuolted from being aſouldter, to be- 
comea Monke, and afterwards grew wearie 
of his cowle,abjuring the profeſſion which he 
vndertook in S. eromes company,his endea- 
uour is now by theſe forceable reaſons, or ra- 
ther rhetorique ſchemes and colours,to draw 
him backe againe into his monallerie. And - 
as for theſe words of che Golpell ( he that lo- 
weth father or mother more than me ) I pray 
marke whether Hel/iodoris anſwered S, ?Ticrom 
well,that they were to be vnderſtood incaſe 
of martyrdome,or whether S. Hieremes reply 
rothisanſwer,be ſufficient. But be it as it may 
be,thatnoman ſhould ſtand totoo iffelie 
vpon the authoritie of that ſpeech, which is 
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not altogetherſo true, as neat and elegant; 
obſcruing more his words,than his meaning, 
far an vpthopt of all, when he came toriper 
yeeres,he recants that opinion, in an epilt[e 
written to Nepotian , who by this time alſo, 
was both in yeers and diſcretion grown to be 
aman.Andas concernivg ſuch arguments, 
&s hc had propoſed to Heliodorm,he faith he 
did it asayong man,afrer the faſhion of the 
ſchooles,when the fire of his ſtudy andlear- 
ning in Rhetorique was not clean beat out of 
him for verily at that time,a man might free- 
ly enter intoa monaſteric, and when him liſt 
leauc him. And then the queſtion was idle, 
whether a man might follow this courſe of 
life, without his parents I:king, becauſe then 
there was no {ſuch obligation. by vowes as 
nowa daies thereis,and hada man miſliked 


of his profeſſion, his puniſhment was none } 


othcr but the imputation of lightnetle and in- 
conſtanciewhich is euident out of S, Auſtins 
epiſticto his triend Bonface . The profeſſi- 
on ct being a Monke 1n thoſe daies was no- 
thing elfe but the meditation, and exerciſe of 
the ancient,free, and trulie chriſtian manner 
of living. And thercfore in this pretence.they 
mizhtwith much morc honeltic looſe them- 
{clues from their kince:ed, and alliance. 
yo then let no man father it vpon S. Hierome, 
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which makes nothing for his purpoſe. Indeed 
he went about to (olicite ſome of his fellows, 
ro enterinto this kind of life with him, but e- 
uerieonelikedit notand among others Pans- 
machins that was his chiefelt friend, had leaſt 
fancie vnto it, For his delire was rather to Jiue 
married than to be tied toluch ſtrit rules of 
religion. Onlie Bonoſws followed. him, and 
profeſt himſelfe a Monke , not paſling-for 
mother,brother,or liſters, yet (till reſpecting 


his father. Nay cuen S, Hierome him(: Ife,after * 


he had been an Hermite for ſome time,retur- 
ned backe againe to Rome, S. Auſtin indeed 
in his 76.Epiltle, is not throughlie reſolved 
in this point,whether a Monke forſaking his 
cel,might afterwards be in holy orders.Ther. 
fore becthinke now with thy (elfe, and conſi- 
deritwell, whether that allertion of $. Hie. 
romes can bethy iult excuſe, I fay whether it 
can be any iult excuſe, for thee that artnot yet 
five and twentie yeers of age,that haſt a father 
and mothet yet liuing,that neuer inadelt any 
vow to the Ieſuits before hand, that art not 
hereupon either to renege Paganilime, orto 
ſecure thy ſelfe from perſecution, or to wan» 
derintovaſt and vncouth wilderneiles, and 
there to continue, but to be entertained into 
as delicate and pleaſant places and cities, as 
the worlds yeeld any, that haſt an abbiefor 
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thy priſon,and a good town for thy paradiſe. 
But make of S. Hieromes ſpeech whar can be 
made,make him of what age thouwilt, when 
he wrote this Epiſtle; if notwithſtanding all 
this,che nameot ſuch a great workmilo deep. 
lie with you,why may you not for your ſatiſ- 
faction herein'/parralel] Heloderws example 
with him?why not the example of Fes 6 
ſpeciallie ifthat be $. Auftins epiſtle which it 
written vnto him: )who hauing vowed areli- 
gious life,and that not in his minoritie but 
at mans eftate,vpon the ſofe diſcontent and 
griefewhich he conceiued afterwards,becauſe 
he had negleRed the dutie to his mother, in 
not inaking her acquainted with this vow,re- 
turned fairelie home againe to his countrie, 
which before in the hot zeale he baretoa 
religious life, he had abandoned, Why may 
you not oppole S.Tohn ( hryſoffomesexample. 
theſe men were never for all this, either the 
leſſe holie,or worſe Chriſtians, moſt certaine 
it isthereis nothing can be a bar to a godlic 
life. You may not plead pretence that you are 
maried,that you area father of children,that 
you area ſouldier, a merchant , an artificer, 
a (cruant,arich man,a begger,(for ſo ſpeakes 
S. Chryſoſtome in a certaine mariage ſermon.) 
I ecll you one that dwells in the Citie, may 
com very ncertoa Monks deuotion,& a ma- 
ried 
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ers,and faſt,and be penitent forhis linnes, as 
che ſame Father alſo affirmes in another 
lace. Now thatyou may not thwart me, and 
fay,thatſuch precedents were proper onlie 


for theprimitiue Church; and that the com- 
pariſon {tood then betwixt gentiliſme and 
Chriſtianity, betwixt a religious life in a cloi.. 
ſter,and an vprightgodlie life abroad in the 
world,when this controuerlic was treated of. 
I willproduee you that verie age whercinsS. 
Fernard\iued,and laſtlie to leaue you with- 
out all (cruple of doubt, I will anſwer an ob- 
ieion, which is made out of the Emperor 
Inſtinians conſtirution, which in ſome mens 
conceipt, is verie ſtrong for the libertic of 
children,in dedicating chemſelues to the ſer- 
uice of the Church, without their parents 
leaue,to the intent, that hauing chroughlic 
conlidered what can bee alleadged of both 
lides,thou thy ſelfe may(t be judge, and pro- 
nouncethe (ſentece, whether this ta of chine 
which thowhaſt thus commirred again(t me, 
beto be termed a fac of honel(t behauiour, 
or cotrariwiſealtogether of vnreſpective de. 

meanour, Here then thequeſtion conliſts ge- 

nerallie betweene Catholiques, nay in afar 

morenarrow compatle,than Cacholiques,it 

conliſts berween monkes: that holic Abbot 


had ” 


% 


hontur, and authority.” 139: 
\ ried man,thatliues at home;may ſay his pray. 


nerd,now I pray thee tel me whether thy caſe 
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hada nephew whoſe name was _ his fa- 
ther purpoſed to make him a Monike of the 


"—__ 


order of Clexiacen/es, but he dying before i 
hisſonne was tendred, Robert profelt hinaſelf } « 
a{,ifterias Monke, and S. Bernard: himfelfe ff t 
adopted him thereunto.Soone afterthis,cer- | » 
taine Monkes of the order of Cluniacenſ/es,le. || 
duced the poore youth, and drew him from 
that Abbicco their owne. Heare then began 
the brige between the two regulars.S, Bernard 
was the firſt man that accuſed this their fa; 
and (aid it was doneby mcer (educement and 
enucagling of the youthyin that they had vſed 
fraude, Hatteric, and craftie conueiance, to 
effetthis their purpoſe. For they that ſhould 
ſeduce his nephew, firſt attempted ' it bya 
nouice of their order,after that by a Monke 
that was beteer able; laſtlic by one of heir 
greateſt Priors, amongſt them. Then hee 
laid co their charge, forceable intrulion, in 
thatthey had hure the porters of the C2l,and 
ſo reſcued yong Robert out of his cloilter, as 
if they would haue broken a Gaile, Vith- 
out acquainting either the ſuperior of the or- 
der withall,or rhe Abbot,or his vacle S. Be 


and this be all one, firſt,becauſe one that was 
penitentiaric and Confellor chere, buzd this 
intothine care, and after him, another that 

was 


Han 


honour, and autharity9, 1at 


, his fa- | was maſter of the chamber, came andeold 
eofthe { thee thatthere was no eltate of men ſo ble{- 
| before | ſed,as the Regular was, and laſtliethe prouin- 
himſelf | ciall of the order came,&ſaid,thatamongal 
nimſelfe | the regular, there was none comparable with 
your ſociety, as beeing called after the name 
of Icſus : but markewhat S. Bernardalleages, 
and thar will ſufficicntlicrefuteand condemn 
your ſo highly magnified vocationand inſpi- 
ration: there was no (uite (ſaith hee made for 
his admiſſion by his parents, which the rule 
expretlely enioyneth.) as though hee ſhould 
haue ſaid, albeit his Father when he was aliue 
did much wiſheo haue his ſonne of the order 
of Cluniacen(is,but being preuented by death 
never liucd to ſee his delire fulfilled, and the 
common rule exprelly requires, that he that 
will enterinto a monaltcric, mult bee offered 
vnto it hrlt , by his parents, in the view and 
preſence of ſome witnelles (for thac is alſo in 
herule) this wants in his profeſſion, to your 
rder of Cluniacenſis: but theſe prouilions, 
erenot neceſlarie or requilite, fer his admil- 
lon tothe Ciltertians, becauſe then hee was 


Cel,and 


ec S. Be {t his nonage, and was athis owne choyce 
- thy caſeſnd beſtowing. Why then ( exclaymes the 

that was {ood Abbot) why then haue you robd me of 
2uzd this ÞÞy nephew 2 why haue you bercft mee of my 


oy? Why have yee takenawaythe fruite of 
was my 
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my ſpirit,and the anehalfe of my poor ſoule? 
might he not' haue beene (auedwith me, if he 
had continued with me? O nephew ſaith hee, 
thevizard of holines hath beguiled thee, the 
pretence of religion hath ſeduced: thee , rhe 
authority of the Ancients hath vrulone thee. 
Now ſurely if the good Abbot inueigh ſo bir- 
tcrly againſt theſe monkes, thatthereupon he 
calls them raucning wolues , what might bee 
fit for meto doagainſt theſeIcſuits that haue 
robd me in my lite time of my ſon, in ſuch an 
vnworthy faſhion?and when I challenge him, 
they deny him trecherouſly?peradueturethey 
rooke ſome compallion of thee, as the monks 
did of young Roberr.peraducnture thou had(l 
beenein ſtate of damnation, if thou hadſtre- 
mained with thy Chriſtian Catholique pa- 
rents, thy Vncles and Aunts, Brothers and Si- 
ters. Butifthe barechanging of one mona- 
ſtery for another, was of (uch feareful ſequele; 
that the poorefoule was in danger of becing 
damned for it (forſo thinkes $;;Bernard)what 
will betide thee , that treadeſt vder thy feete 
and in ſuch a preſumptuous inſolent manner, 
ſpurnelt at,not God almight:escommaunde 


ments alone, but alſo the decrees and canons 
_ ofour reucrend prelates and paltors ? & why 
forſooth? not to chaunge thy reltgion but thy 
habice, not the Church,butthy ranke and or- 

det 
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| der inthe Church, Pray letmetell you what 


Utgorexs once wrote in a ſermon ofhis, which 
he made of S. Martin,it is written tovs French 
men, you ſhall neuer find him vary inopini- 
on from the auncient and moſt ſanRified 
Church gouernement : his words be theſe. S, 
Martinwas anouice inthe Chriſtian religion, 
3d not admitted into the-congregation by 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme,. and albcit hee 
dwelt with his-parents which were gentiles, 
yet did he performall good offices vato them 
as became a Chriltian : (forthe Law of God 
doth not acquit that obligation,whereinaſon 
is bound to his Father, or aſeruant to his ma- 
iter. And (ſurely the Church .never taught 
Martm to bearcbcll againlt his parents , but 
rather inallthingsto yeeldethem due obedi. 
enceandreſpeR, ſo God.were not offended,) 
Whereupon by reaſon of ſuch reuerest con- 
formity vnto his parents commaund_ hee got 
this graunt from them, that conlidering tor 
what vocation heewas moſt fitand addretſed 
vnto that they would bee pleaſed ro beſtow 
him in, for queſtionleſſetheſonne is not left 


naunde. 
I canons 


toany ſuch libertie, as citherto marrie or be- 
take himſelfe to anie ſort of living, without 


2 & why his Fathers approbation,'Iſay vnto anie ſort 


1 but thy 
candor 


det 


of life, heeres no limitation [except he will be 
amonke}. And now that weepalle not ouer 
Teſti- 
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Inflinian the Emperor,grant him tobeeofthe Þ 


opinion, that for a ſonne tovowa monaſtical 
life without his Fathers conſent , was neither 
a linneofingratitude , nor any cauſe able in 
law todiſfinherit him, Doth it therfore follow 
that becaule it is no ſuch hainous offence as 
parricide or inceſt,therefore it is no offence? 
or it deſerues not diſinheriting , therefore 


mult ic paſſe withoutall correion, or if icbe | 


no linne is it therefore no fault? VVhy I cell 
you,a ſonne might not marrie without his fa- 
chers leaue,put caſe he had married,there was 


no law could extend ſo far as to dilinherit- 


him,vnletſe his wife were ſome Jeaud and in- 
fainous perſon:will your inference hereupon 
be,that therefore he offended not his father 
in marrying againſt hisvvill, this is anoto- 
rious »0nſequitar, And novv lir, Itell you for 
your learning,let 7u//inian(peake or thinke,as 
pleaſeth him, allth©Emperours before him 
made this caſe a matter of diſinheriting: aske 
you me what warrant I haue for it? marry (ir 
this, becauſe he profetleth in this one point, 
tocorret the auncient Civil Law, and this I 
tell you withall,that takeall thoſe Emperors 
together,cſpecially thoſe that were Chriſtian 
Emperours, and I truſt their joint authorities 
ſhall (wav inore, than [«/t14ns alone: who in 


all likelihood might haucas good leaue, to 
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Un Yogour, altlavebority., his 
etrethetejn,ac tedidmiſtakein the marteroF 
dwworecegWiny participatitig with the herelitof 
Entiches * Burcertaineit'srhatin the endeof 
that conſtitucion, [which #3 ari aff for bondmeie 
commun# to'Chniſtianiy, 'wheras luſt ivian takes 
away thepenalty of dilinheriting , it isto bet 
vnderſtoogof ſuch childten of the Gentiles, 
as entring into holy orders, -or monaſticaſ 
profeſſion, wererherfore emancipated iti cafe ; 
they were ſonnes of 13/0 fatto enfranchiſed, if 
they were bond men. For had the a&tbeene 
generall,comprizing all,or more ſpeciall,ex- 
tending onel:e to thechikdren of Chriſtians, * 
iris notto bee preſiimed. but that hee would 
have vſed ſome diftinion, concerning their 
age,that thus betrook themſelucs either to ho-= 
lie orders, or mpnafticall profeſfion 3 and 
haue ſaid, before fourtecivycaresbecomplear 
theres a nullity if a:man profef{e ; after four- 
teene,there is none, thevow-holds; and:there 
is no danger of beeing dilinherited for the 
matter. $0 then Iuſtmianz'iconſtitution (wiwehe 

mules of Biſhops and Clearpy men) is im echigſerce 

to bee.vnderftood, that whereas the caule of 
our Chriſtian religion is't6 all intentythuch 
morefauourable, than Pagan Idolatry,rhere- 
fore Paganschildren, lived they vader their 


parents verge and /iuriſdiction; or lived they 


VOW + 


without it;both the one and the other might 
L 


WIIas 
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vowe and profelle religion, without paine er 
perill efinng diſinherited, (thefoMme wher- 
of is deſcribed by Theodorer in his two and 
twentieth chapter: ) and ſo might the bond- 
men of infidels be enfranchiſcd,and in lieu of 
ſuch manumiſſsthechurch to yeeld no ran- 
ſomebacke againe vnto their former maſters 
as it was enacted before Inf:nans time, ( the 
like provilion is madealſoby Gregor thefirſt 
in his ſecond boske,and 78. epiſtlez#a ( bri- 
Han maydes would become 4 ( onnert in anie 
houſe of religion , againſt her maiiters leane ) 
whereupon the clofe of the conſtitution fol- 
lowes in this maner, ad thu much hath our 
Imoperial! maieity beent pleaſed to ordame and 
decree incontemplation of Gods cauſe and the 

enter gement of Chriſtian Religion. Andifitbec 
laſtly replyed;yca but Inflmiar madethe ſame 
Law euen for Chriſtians alſo in 123. nouel} 
conſtitution, and one of the laſt Paragraphs 
thare:-Probable.itis, and in all likelihood to 
intended,thatthe caſe in moſt mens opinions 
would haue beene hardly thought of; for one 
to bediſinherited becauſe he was a monke,for 
in ſo being,hee ſill notwithſtanding continu- 
ed Z4ye, and entered notinto holy orders, He 
lucceeded his father by inheritance,bis goods 
eſchcated not tothe Abbey , he kept himſclfe 
fill maſter of his owne; (as it is cuuent out of 


the 
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the 235. epiltleof S, Auſtin to « Miipins (and as 
Iſaid before) it reſted in their own freechoice 
whether they would fi} continue in-their mo- 
naſteric, or forſake it, But when'once vowes 
of pouertieand ſingle life, cameto beein re- 
queſt, it had beeneverieidle, for-theparents 
to hauedilinherited them , that :pſd'fafo by 
their entrance into the monaſteric difinheri- 
ted themſelues,” there was then no farther 
controucrlicto bee made of the matter, but 
whether the profeſſion would hold good a- 
gainlt the Fathers conſent. Doth all thigdif* 
pleaſe you (ir; and fticke you yetfocloſt to 
Tuſtinian?To encounter him, Ioppoſe the ixr 
generall Councell of Conttantinople, I op- 
pole thar great Canon of the Church, in both 
which the heauieſentence of excommunica- 
tion which the Councell of Gangrene pro- 
nounceth againſt all ſuch kinde of offenders, 
1s againe renewed & confirmed. Butinaword 
to this forraigne Emperour ,-(-whofe* lawes 
have no authoritie to binde vs) I oppoſe the 
molt excellent and flouriſhing Princes of our 
own gatiuecountrie, the decrees & conſtituti- 
ons of our Frencli Church,the moſt commo 
and recejned opinionsofal men,and thebook 
caſes as they were debated and determined in 
the. court of Parliament, Charles the grear, 
with the adujce and conſent of hie: Lords (pi; 
T1 ritual 
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euall and temporall enaRted ſundrie lawes 
about Church matters( my Aurhor for that 
which Iddliucris A»ſegiftu9)amonglt the reſt, 
theſe be ſome in the fift booke, and 95. 
Chapter. l 

Nowconcerning boies and yong maidens it 
is flatlieforbidden that cither the oneſhould 
be clipped,or the other veiled, without leaue 
of their, parents. And whoſocuer ſhall at- 
tempt ought againſt this aR, ſhall be liable 
to that fincand amercement which is men- 
tionedin ſome of the branches of our tem« 
porall lawes, and in deed the fine in that Sa- 
liquelaw is vnder thetitleof them which ei- 
ther killior clip yong boies or maiden children, 
Where it would be principallic noted, that 
inthe intent of the law, itis abſolutclic all 
one;to kill our children and to match chem 
to a monaltcrie againſt cheir parents likin 
For I pray tell mey18 it not akind of: —_—_— 
eotirannize oucr them, that now they muſt 
| becomealiens totheir owne parents, no kin 
to theirkinsfolke?mult dicinteltate,leaue no 
illuc,kcep nocompanie,muſt neuer ſee them 
ſolong as life laſteth, as though they were 


dead men,and out of mind? I ever before this |- 


thoughtthat the Fabian law had onlietaken 
order with theſe purloiningcompanions and 
man -ſ{tcalers, But new I find thatthis great 
Empe- 
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; Emperor hath brought the withincompaile 
of the Cornelia law,and made thein: murde- 
rers.So then toſumme vpall in aword,what 
manner of reproofe is this, what a ſtrange 
kind of challenge,that ſuch holie and bleſſed 
menforſooth our Sauiour Chritt ſhould not 
onlie deem hypocrites,the Church accurſed 
miſcreants, the -law manſtealers;S. Bernard 
wolues,but the Emperor ſhould brandthem 
| alſo for murderers? Looke to it in time Sirra, 
and looketoir,that ſuch and the likeenorme- 
ous crimes doe not turneyouand your mates 
one day out of this countrieand all che kings 
daminions, for ſome ſuch kind-of ſpiritvall 
murder,as hereafter you areverielike to hausg 
ahand in. And now let vs take'a thort view, 
of thatwhich remaines whether there be any 
ſuch (tatutcat this time in force,as wasthat of 
Chartes the great. Oharles the nintha Prince 
offamous memoricin a Parliament holden 
at Orleance,the a9,article, makes xrhis order, 
that no parents,gardians,or kinſmen,manor 
women, en + 1 either theirghildren oc 
their wards to enter,iato any monaſticall pro- 
feſlion,valeile the one firit, weregpinginto 
Aiueand twentic,the ocher into, twentie, And 
if anie were profeiſed before (uch\tiges, the 
partics ſo profeiled might neuertheletle haue 
power and intereſt tomake and declare their 
| L 3 laſt 
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Jaſt willsand Teſtaments (ever with this pro- | 


uviſo)tharthey bequeathed nothing therein 
to their nona(lterie, 'anie' former 1avve or 
cuſtome to the contrarie noewithſtanding. 
Thisconſtitution isof larger extent,than the 


| Councellof Aenrz intheir 16; and 20. que- 


ftion,the third and ſeuenth-Chaprers. For in 
caſe any man before ſuch age ſhould haue 
ſhaved hiscrowne,the intendment of thelaw 
is,thatitvvas done infraude and couin alto- 
gether, and to ſatisfie-the-monkes hungrie 
couctous humour. Furchermore it is ſo ſhort 
of permitting children before that age,to en- 
ter intoreligion vvithour parents leaue and 
liking, thatiie expreſlyforbiddeth-parents, 
gardians,orkinſmen, togiue any ſuch leaue. 
Nowiffeports and book caſes can doe any 
gobd with you, ſec hereis the judgement of 
a parhiarfent' aſſembled borh of Lay'and 
Ecclefiaſticall perſons as it'was punQuallie 
ginen inthy veric caſe, by name { acaſe per- 


_ adventure,which the leſujezpf pur poſt haue 


concealed from thee)andit is this, hat where. 
41 Retr Evoding Tfbroe' of the Pleas of the 
Crowne hath'put in a bitl* of complamit againſt 
Þizyony ſorne: Renate by the Ieſuits frauduleartic 
ſeductd ani pirr loinedfrom him, and whereas the 

eftor and Preſident of { lerement ( olledge 
bane beeie cited and brouht perſonallie wo the 
ales | Conrt 
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Conrt ahoxt the muatter, it iu therefore ordered 
and t good by the Conrt at the motion o 
Fains the Kings Anwney yeneval, tht e/Evedis 
#/ball hane 4 commiſſion grauted unto hint'ts' 
enquire and make ſearch after hit ſtone ſonntg 
(for had they not ſtood-vpon thenegatiue 
in pleading not guilty,the decree would hive 
been that they muſt haue laine faſt by ittif 
they had rendred thee openlic in Court Yiu 
the meaxe while the Conrt doth ſtrdighthie forbid 
that ought be done to the preindice of this their” 
order,and rhat the Teſuits entertaine him not tnt# 
their ſocietie as they will anſwer to the comrarie, 
and that ne excuſe of ipnorance may be herein pre= 
tended by'the brethren of that. company , they 
charge and require withallthat they of Cleremwont 
Colledge certifie ſo much wnto their ſenerallrom- 
panics: whey . Ginen at the Parliament 
the 2 0,of Maj. 1586. Happily you ſhall alſo 
in time 'reade;, what' the Rates of Fraxce 


a(ſembled ar Blois hate humblie beſought 


itr 


his maieſtienow our king, Herr thet 


' this verie buſinetſe,and what he willconclude 


thergupon after his brother the king decea” 
ſed. Tam ſure in the Imterins his lutirtng 
that the Pope ſhould bee certified thus much, rhat 
whereas all good men were much offended berre- 
with , bis holmeſſe wouldfet to hu helpiny band, 
that it might be reformidand redreſſed, "oo 

wnat 
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whatcanyouanſycretoallchclelrealons?t all 
thele.lawes and precedents ?If forthisaffence 


of thine, or rather, thy. ſeducers.offence ( to | 


 whome indeedeit is ragre proper ) have bin 
gricued, am Igrieued (thinkeit thou)without 
ale? or is.it vaturallaSuRion,fleſh & bloud 
dw makes inc beyonts meaſure palkonaretor 
is my grolſe ignoricethatknowes notinthe 
matter of religion.what appertaines ta pictic, 
honeſty,or any dury elſeof great.importance. 
Itcuft yquarcinfarmed and throughly.rclol- 
ved: by this time,..thacbee the religious life 
gnad and commendablein it{elfe., ernewter 
and inditfcrentgigill veſcemed you,((onne) in 
making choyce of ether {o contemptuauſly. 
to.havenegleRed me, For wereitindifferent 
theresancceilitizwould haucforced you to 0+ 
bedience,but hadit bene good gad.cominen- 
dable; itwould.ncucr have prouedithe worle 
tor. my approbatian., Indecde if, pane.could 
95nd noy a,da!08, that.vaung pfter their 
ohildgen-to. the Churches (erutce,' and if it 
were abſolutclie gacetlaric tat yarong men 
Gould miniſter inthe Church,inGadsnawes 
en treelgian bee priviledgee tarobbeand 
ealcour.chilirenfrom vs(astiivu-walt from 
ne)itskiflsnot much. by forcc or policie:but 
do asthereisſucha,number of Churches 
and AÞbeyes,'can agy maniſay, thatthere is 
$2144 | 10t 
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not plenty: enough toſupply ſuch places bur 
if prvy trig what may: bee ſpokenforthe 
contrazic)the vow.whictichi/dren make}bes 
good & wikþablc, withautthe parents leauc, 
yet, meſeemesſomewhzt ihould bee Iche vnto 
their diſpolition , wherem they ſhould beare 
ſome-ſtroake, as peraduenture 3 to make 
choice of one Abbey before an other, for 
their childrento be profeſt inz andiftherebe 


no remedybut har parents mult be(olbgight- 


ly putby,:when the queſtion ſtands berwixe 
them and religion, yet me thinkes twere well, 
thatſome few reliques liouldThilremaineof 
that ancient dutic & reuerence, which God & 
nature preſcribed for parents, But thecaſc is 
farre'orherwiſe now, for it comes ſo ſhore ro 
the bulinctſe in hand, that parents m any 
lawe, ſhould bee-relinquiſhe and deſticyted of 
their children, that even: chey which haue 


written in an bigh ſtile for commendation of 


the folicarielife (as moRtmonkes haue done) 
confelle-thatchildrev may beediſmiiſed our 
of theircloyſter, and diſclaime their vow, to 
bee atrendant'on their parents. And that this 
vow is ofagreaterobligation,and much more 
ancient for:continuance, thenany other vow 
whatſoguer, ie may beprooued out of $, Gre- 

ory Naz4avzenetor he being ſent forto come 
| © op his monaſtery by his Father , be. 

| | cauſe 
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cauſe he was now growne olde,:andnot able 
to follow ſuites in Jaw, which came thickevp- 
on him by reaſon of a publique chargewhere- 
in hee bare office, and having lult.alſo his 0+ 
ther ſonne Ceſarixe , forſooke' his . Couent, 
made ſpeed toreturneto his Father Gregorie, 
and his mother Neme , which then to their 
farther griefe, had buried their daughter Gor- 
gonia: the ſame appeares in like manner out of 
Heliogdor of whom weeſpake before, who left 
to bean Eremite,and left S, Hieromescompa- 
ny,toa(lilt and helpe, not his Father , bur his 
ſiſterand nephew, $S. 2 Auſtin holds the ſame 
opinion or whoſotuer bettic Authour ad fra- 
tresin Eremo ;, andwill hauc no man cnfor- 
cedto returne backe againe to hismonaltery, 
except his Father bee dead firſt. $. Hierome in 
an Epiſtle to Fabiols, ſpeakes of this kinde of 
deſertion, where hee ſaith, how many monkes 
haue becne cauſe of deſtroying their owne- 
foules, in compallionating the eltate of cheir 
Fathers and Mothers ? in which wordes hee 
doth not ſimply condemne (uch deſertion, (0 
it be without frawde,to do rrueſeruiceto their 
parents, but his meaningis,that marty-monks 
pranenring ſuch manner of excuſes, dve ther- 
y hazard the ytter vndoing of their 'owne 
ſoules, Wherefore put cafeI had beenecon- 
tent and willing to haue madethee a leſuite, 
| could(t 
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, couldſt thou yet findinthy heart, now at this 


timeeſpeciallie,to-leauemee, and liucapare 

fromme? couldeſt thou holdeit forareligi- 
ous courle,. talurke ina Cell;(nay a Gayle 
for that is Bactharws word for amonalterie) 
where thoumightelt flzepe in awholeskinne 
at pleaſure, and vnderſtand of our ciuil broils 
or tatherlawleile open robberies, that ruine 
and lay wat thy flouriſhing natiue coun- 
tryc? nay ceuldeſt thou forbeare , torepayre 
home withal ſpeed poſſible, to.be helpfull,at- 
tendant and (eruiceable vntovs, to allay and 
mittigate theſurpalling ſorrow, whercof cue- 
riego0d mans hartis(&nlible in this ourcoun- 
triesco mbuſtion 2 But perhaps they detaine * 
thee by violenceg  VVell, beeicſo;, for Iam 
more proneto think ſo, then ro:imaginethou 
artcleane paſt all (ence of humanitie,al good 
nature & gentry,chicflic at this time & ſeaſon, 
when Princes ioyn illue inarmes,not for mat- - 
ter of religion, but for aſoucraign monarchy? 
butlaying aſide all prerogatiue of antiquity in 
our preſent queſtion: (it you be ſapleaſed)ler 
vs argue the matter by real o awhile: wheras it 
is ſo that you accopt marriage fora Sacramet 
and forprecegdence intime, the firſt that euer 


- was ordainedm this world, how happens it, 


that you giue it no better entertainment a- 
mong(t you? doth it not neceliarijic follow, 
_—_ that 
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that Church and common-wealrch both muſt } 


artakecuident loſſe,wheneither it is ſopro- 

hanclic polluted, or not ſet by ? when icis 
Cann of! the fruit of mariage, which arechil- 
dren,robd ofthoſe ſweet loue pledges ? when 
you vntiethatknot,which is knit faſter,than 
any knotthathre and water, bed and boord, 
or plighting of troth,did cuer tie? VVhy,who 
will take any paines to bring vp hischildren, 
if after all/hiscare taken, and coſts beſtowed, 
whenallis done,they muſt be another mans 
children,and not thefathers?*If by diretau- 
thoritieor indeed rather by a kiad of Maho- 
meticall immanitie,thity be: hald and lugd 
away from thcir parents? if as ſoone as our 


wines bebroughtto bed, and deliuered, thay 


ſhaveling that firſt can ſeize vpon our child 
mult haue him for his paincs fhe that robe. 
a father of his child,a folter father of his fo- 
ſterſonnegor a maſter of his man, inthe opi- 
nion of Tertulhan writing againſt Narcion, 
commits anad of impictic againſt God, [ins 
acainſtthe parent,wrongs thic folter father, 
and treſpaſſes' againſt the-maſter., To take 
away hliall obedience, and dutic to parents, 
ts to grub vp nature bythe root,to windſhake 
all thac cotnmerce and ſocietic, which is be+ 
tween man & manzeuen from thevery groiid 
plot,and foundation-Obedience faith S.Cy; 
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; prianin his bookeof the abuſes of theworld, 


is the mother of all gouernment; then fare- 
well all government when parentscannot be 
obcied, And becauſe paritie in honour and e- 
ſtate breeds quarrelts and contention, there- 
fore hath God made many'formes of go- 
uernment, many of ſubietions As husband 
and wife, father and ſonne, old- and yong, 
bond and free, Prince andſubie&, maſter and 
ſcholler,as $. Chry/offome ſpeaks in bis Epiſtle 
to the Romanes,take'away theſe ſubordina- 
tions,and there is nocompanieor: ſocicticof 
men can pollibliecontinue, Nay the conclu- 
lion cannot begainſaid, doe but once prouc 
diſobedientto parents,and preſentlieyou fall 
downe headlong into Atheiſme; or herelie, 
as it is delivered with common conſent,by 
all ſorts of men,as wellChriſtians as heathen; 
and by name,by Plytarch in his booke de fra- 
terna amcitia,and by the author of a late di(- 
courſe. But it were better to hear the Authors 
intheir owne words. There is nb manſaith 
Platarch, who though he thinke ocherwiſe 
in his conſcience, would not athrme and in 
words maintainethatthe Gods ought tobee 
worſhipped inthe firf} place,ourparents next 
tothem, and that inſo largean extent, that 
nothing can be (o acceptable-to the Gods 
at when they (eechildren repaying fqme' v= 


(uric 
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ſurie for their parents bounty, whereas they 
be notablete pay the principal. Contrariwife 
that there ;js. no argument (o pregnant, to 


convince them of Atheiſm, as by deſpiling - 


their parents,and treſpalling neucr ſo ficighr- 
ly againſchem.The other vtters himlelfe 
thus; VV hat makes yong men now a daicsſo 
ſooneturneſchiſmatiques? why ſaith he,they 
do not honu_ their parents, as they oughtto 
do, as if he ſhould haue ſaid, it is no great 
wonder if they forlake the faith and religion 
oftheir forefathers, when they once take a 
caſte of contempt and diſobedience againſt 
their naturall parcnts.Good God,ifſuch dil- 
loyall behaviour might either be endured of 
commend:d,what ? ought this to be a time 
for ſuch tolleration ?to be a place ? where 
there is (carceto be found any one, who by 
ſome meanes or other claimes not an immu- 
nity,from doing his duty tv God, or the king, 
or the Magiltratc,or laſtly to his Elders?wwhy 
but all theſcpreheminences. are. to befound 
in a father, a}l cheſe relations of duty.in aſon. 
Is it then honeſt aud conuenient for mce,to 
ſhew anycountenanceto him that beſides his 
gracelcile-negle&t of mce , .is ſo vngrate- 
full and irreuerent ?. In the latter daics 
(as S.Panl wiiteth to Timothic) there ſhall come 
perilons times, men ſhall be loners of themſelnes, 

blaſphemers 


| 


—_— 


k 


tto $# 


WLEIAas 


honour and authority. 159 
blaſphemers,diſobedient te fathers and mothers 
vnoratefull, without natural affetion, Shouldlt 
thou now replicand ſay, why but good fa- 
ther,after I am once profeſt into religion, I 
will honor you agreatdeale the more; I will 
eſteem of you nzuch more highly than be- 
forc?Itell thee againe, duty canneuerſpring 
Hom diſobedience. Belides all this, Iwould 
faine know what colour can begiuen, why 
thoſe grand ſchoole men,asScotus, Durand, 
Aquinas, P aludanus,Dominicus Soto, and many 
mozſhould enter into ſuch ſerious and deepe 
diſputes, whether the children of infidells 
might lawfullic be baprized againſt their pa- 
rents will, Thomas abſolutelic holds thatthey 


; maynor,and ſaicsthatthe Church neuer per- 
{ mitted ſuch a baptiſm,(not Pope Si/ueffter to 


Conſtantine the great,nor S. Ambroſe toThe- 
edeſmus) Andyetto makenoqueſtionof main. 
_ this dotrine,that our children may: 
bind themſelues by a religious vow, though 
the father never ſo much proteſt againſt x, 
Doubtletleif the parents be chriſtians, the 
generall tenentis,thatthey may be forceably 
compelled, to initiate their children in the 
ſame religion:bur if it be buta particular rule 
or couent of Regulars, then they hold they 
may not, forthat isleft to their owne diſcre- 
tions." As for cxample, they lay, that to be 

bapti- 
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for any:buttobe of DominickesorS."Huffmr 
order, jt is not neceilary. But were aman Tew 
or Gentile, Saint Thomas peremprorily de. 
nies,that either incaſe he bee of tullage; hee 
| ſhould be violently conſtrained , or being vn- 
2s der ycares, his parents ſhould bee forced to 
Ei yeeld their conſentto his baptiſine. Andriff 
"- Toletane Councell, whereof youu lhatl finde 
þ Recorde in Grarians decrees, at the five and 
fortith di\ſtinftion, in the chapter of theTev's. 
If And Gregory the greate, writing to Vir plius 
; ) and Theedorus , Bilhoppes of Fraunce, in 
| His five and forticth Epiſtle 5; If you lift 
(itz he) you mayfpeake him fairclye, and 
aske him whether hee likes better,'to liucin a 
cloytter , then in theworldeat large, Bur I 
pray youtell mec, is it forceorfayredealing 
when ſuch a promiſe as this hath beene extor- 
red from him (aro ſay I will be a monkey) after- 
wards to keep hima clcſec priſoner, orto lead 
and drwuc him vpand dowae, to theintent he 
fhall never lightvpon his father or any one of 
his kinne, which might perchance divert hia1 
icom that reſolution,which was pur vpon him 
before hee came to yeares, or inthe prime of 
his yourh when (as Cicero (aith ) counſell and 
'4 diſcretion is at the weakelt? Vhatlir, are you 
LN | becoine an other Hercales Prodeems,that muſt 
forſooth 
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forſoeth by and by be wiſe, as ſoone as yauare 


cighteene? what,is there no other caurſerobe 
held, forthe furniſhing of Churches and mo- 
nafteries, but thatchildren doe preſently ab- 
jure their parents, light and company, as if 
they were baniſhed perſons ? the Church of 
God neueralloved of this courſe, butin the 
childre of the Iews,which wasto this ead,that 
having bene ancevoluntcarily Chriltned chey 
might. not afterwards rclapſe into their pa: 
rents errors. Andſoitisinthe Canon, Bur 
for one Chriſtian. brother to (uſpet or di- 
firu(t an other, in ſuch a caſe as this, of infide- 
lity or Iudaiſme,what manner of (trange Gol. 
pell werethis ? how can any man makethis 
ood, that whereas by the diſcipline of the 
hurch, Prieſts may not blefle che married 
couple, ifthey be not given by cheir parents , 
a Biſhop of one Dipcele may not giue grders 
£0 one of another Dioceſe , without the leaue 
of his Dioceſan: A Clarkethat is aforrayner 
may not bee entertained to (ſerue any where, 
without letters dimuſſoryes, or a certiticat from 
himthac made him : but our ſonnes and our 
daughters may make vowes,which thal be ad- 
mited &accepted of,though there benogiuing 
no comendingof. them,no aprouing of them? 
etthevovy mult {lil beobſerued. And now at 
ength to conclude all this diſcourſe; whatſo; 
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ever hath beene hitherto alleadged againſt 


thee, reckon thou of it at thy pleaſure, make 
as light acco::nt of my fatherly authority as 
thou wilt, or rather as they pleaſe to com* 
mandthee to make. with whom thouliueſt 
in ſo bletſed and deifying an eltate,yetfuch as 
bewell borne , not of bafe kinde, will beg of a 
different opinion from thee, and thinke it 
built vppon foure maine columnes, The 
principal piller which beares vp the fabrique, 
15 the indignation of 'the living God, that 
eltecmes a wrong done to parents as done ts' 
himſfelfe. How 111 is the report of him that 


forſaketh his Father(ſaiththe Preachet,) and ' 


accurſed of God that is bitter to his mother? 
Theſccond is the iudgement of baniſhment z 
which the Father pronounceth againſt him 
for his vodutifulnefle. Depart from me,come 
no morein my ſight: foralbcit, (as it ſhould 
appeare)thou halt but a very mecane conceipt 
of it, yet very certaine it is, that Gods ſeucrity 
is then greateſt, when a Father wil not vouch- 
ſafe to ſee histhilde, a Prince not deigne to 
lookevpon his ſubie, nor admit them vnto 
their preſence, which oughtto be moſt glad- 
ſom &cheerfull to them. I faid Gods ſeueritie 
was then greateſt, for is it not ſo that everla- 
ling damnation of body and ſouleconſfiſtech 
only inthe depriuatis of Gods bletſed m__ 
an 
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and Gods bleiſed viſionisalthe wages and re- 
ward that man, can-expect for from God? 
And men v(etobe molt (everelikewiſein this 
kind. For Dawid puniſhed 4b/alonlo. Wher. 
upon, after two yeeres ſpacecontinued inthis 
diſgrace, oh (faith hee) if my Father beeyeer 
mindfull of mine iniquity, good /oab, be thou 
a ſuiter for mee rather that hee will kill mee? 
And did not 1danlixs Torquatus proceed in 
the (elfe (amemanner againlt [iu Sylane of 
whome the Macedonians complained of for 
briberic and extortion. Becauſe thou halt 
not (faith hee ) demeaned thy (elfe (o in 
thy office, as thy woorthy Anceſtors haue 
done beforethce, therfore I forbid theefrom 
henceforth euer to approach vnto my pre- 
ſencey ſurely hee was not able to cndurethe 
ſentence, he (lew himſelfe, The like is repor- 
ted of Marcus Scanrnus, that when his ſon re- 
eurned diſhonourably out of the field, (ent 
him this metlage,finccI hearz you areturned 
baſecoward, letme neuer {ce you more, 'T he 
mellage dcliuered, he fel vpon his{word with 
more valour and reſojutionthan euer before 
he had vſed againſt cheenemy. And Augnftus 
Ce/ar, when one Tarriar his {on was conuen. 
ted before him for the like offence, gaue this 
tudgement, that hee was punithed with a wit- 
nes,vhom the Father would not endure once 
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tolookevpon. Plato yeelds an excellentrea- 
ſon,ifthere bee no ſhrinesin the Temple To 
beautifull in the cie of the children to looke 
on asthe portraiture of the Gods, no treaſure 
ſo pretious at home,as theiraged and impo- 
tent parents, what worſe puniſhment can you 
deviſe againſt them,than ſoto doom them. as 
to deprivethem of their preſence, that bethe 
patro gods of their family,& neuer to be ſuf- 
fered,to touch or to kitſe them more. If ba- 
niſhment ſceme only in this reſpe&, a puniſh- 
ment intollerable, becauſe it depriues vs of 
beholding certaine faire buildings,and tomb 
ſtones, which we term monuments,what then 
may wethinke of ſuch a puniſhment as wher. 
by we ſhall be bard, of their ſweet companie 
that erected ſuch ſumptuous buildings for 
vs, nay erccd vs ? that would polſlele 
no more then what they mightleave aftcr 
their death to vs their children . Now con- 
cerning the King , Anzguſtza ( eſars ex- 
ample is at hand to proue it, who vppon 
a rcuenge to puniſh the Athenians choſe ra- 
ther to ariue at the Nand efgiawhich was 
much out of his way,than { as he thought ) 
todo them ſo much honor as to be ſeen at A- 
thens, Thelike example have we in Aarcus 
Antonin the Philoſopher that trauailing by 
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Antiochia would nothe entreated tocomein- 
1 to the City,becauſe they took'part with 4u1- 
dine.Frelb allo is the example of Charles the 
eight our French king, who comming with 
his army back from the expeditionof Naples, 
and rendring his deuout thanksto God atS. 
Den tor the victory, would not ſo much as 
enduretocome at Pars, becaule they aided 
| him not in his ijourny for thewars. Thethird 
ſort of animaduerſion which parets,cuer hag, 
and cuer ſhall hauc, ( as ſaith S, Ambroſe in 
that one book of his which he entitles de be- 
nediftionibus patriarcharum, ) is that bleſſing 
which chey giue to their kind and dutifull 
children,and thatcurſewhich they denounce 
againſt ennaturall and diſobedient ones.The 
fathers bleſling(as Elias the Cretii (peaketh) 
is the wages X obedience, and therefore S. 
- Gregory that had bin dutifull to his father,de- 
lires not that hewould give him his bleſſing, 
but chat hewould pay it him forhis ſervice, 
Buebeitthat thou value it not at any ſuch 
high rate as /acob, or Joſeph, or Nazianzenc, 
yet I would wiſh thee (tand in feare of the 
curſe. Remember Noahs ſonnes,think on that 
which is written in Dexteronomy and is ſecond 
in order of the Comminations : Curſed he 
that honoareth not his father and mother and 
M 3 all 
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all the people ſha{l ſay Amen. Meditate of 
that which is written in the third of Eccleſia | 
ficusthe bleſſing of the Father eltabliſheth 
the houſes of their children, but thecurſe of | ſol 
the mother roots vpthe foundati6s:al which | 
you ſhall find in eLntiochns who was him- vt 
Telfe a Monk,in his 108. Homilie. Look vpon | 19! 
thatin Hower his 2. Odiſſea, where Telema- | Va 
chus (tands fearefull tocalt his mother out of | Or 
doores,becauſeof her curſe. Call tothy re. flo 
membrancethar which is written by P/ato,in | 1% 
the elcuenth book of his Lawes, how that all | VO 
thoſe imprecations of Oedipns,oAmynter,and | oth: 
Theſeus vitered againſt their children, were | Plaii 
entertained and ratified in heauen , oh | you. 
there is nothing in the word faith heſoper- | CON 
niciousto a child, as the curſe of his father! | ,\ 
Laſtly bethinke thou of that which is in Sw. 742711 
da of Leitiur a Biſhop of Tripo/y,whoſepraicr | Pull 
Godalmighty heard, and that was, that his 
ſonnemight rather dic,than that he ſhould || After 
ſce him live a graceletle & ditſolute life. The ther s 
laſt remedy that parents may vſc in this caſe, þ * Pur} 
is the helpeof the Judge who vponcomplaint | Ments 
made, ſeuerely cenſures or impriſons the of-f.YPOn 
fenders, and gives ſuch iudgement againſt 
them,as the parents dorequire.For ſoe flex. ©ome 
ender the Emperour anſwered one _ neſſe i 
eng 
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; thelike petition, All hard mcaſure, andrigor 


would be vſed towards a ſaucic and malepart 
ſonne, though ſhould a flranger ſo offend, 
che offence ] grant were norſo hainous. And 
vhatisthe reaſon ? mary ir, thatchildrea 
might not for much as conceive, that there 
vas any thing in the world moreſacrcd 
or inviolable than their parents . It is 
floried in the French Chronicles in che 
raigne of King Zew#,that Stexen Boley Pro- 
uolt of Pars,cauſed one to behangd, forno 
other reaſon, 'but that his mother had ccm- 
plained of him;that do what ſhe could do,he 
would never{cave filching and ftealing. To 
conclude then, that may be ſpoken to you 
which /cr0m hath in his book de boner adis pa- 
rentibas,youthat wil be fathers hereafter, you 
muſt honor yourfathers, and lonc your mo- 
thers with a tender affeQion, that your wives 
after you be married may deſerve to be mo- 
thers alſo. Itremains therfore that if you have 
a purpoſe tofree thy ſelfe from theſepuniſh- 
ments,which as thou ſceſt all lawes do infli& 
ypon a difobedient fon, and if this diſcourſe 
of mine, worke ſo well with theethatthou 
come to thy ſelfe again, if there be any good- 
neſle in thee, bethinke thee of thy dutie in 
Gods name,preſentlicand out of hand _ 
Og, 
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my ſon was dead and isaliue, loſt and now is 
found, The Church hath her armes alwaies 
open,to embrace the penitent ſule(it is true) 
yeethis mercifull diſpoſition they firſt lear. 
ned from parents. Before thou; canſt crie, I 


will hearcthee, come then. and we will bee} 
friends,returnevntome and all ſhall be well: | 


andnow will I vic the like words to thee as 


S.Bernard did to hisnephew:Againſtall duc} 


procceding of law, I,that hauc bcen-wronged, 
doe yet withdrawne mineactian, I ck 


ner, I have bcen iniurioully dealt withall, yet] 
offer am:Eds ynto him that did merhe wrong, 


thou ſhalt once be fiue and twenty yeers old, 


then mailt thou be at thy owne diſpoſition} 
and after that age who can challenge thegſi 
for thy diſobedience.I tell thee ſonne, and te 
thee againe, though naturall duty, can nei; 
. therbedaydenor ycard, nor determined by} 
age,or elderſhip,naythe more yeersthe montÞ} . 
| duty 


inf 
offcnded and deſpiſed, yet ſue I'vnto theſcor-# 
- th 


and in few words, I ſeek voto him that firtif: 
ſhould haue beſought me.Or to victhe ſpeech 
of (/arizs,in his 30. homilic,. he thatistheF : 
iudge entreates to pardon the priſoner 
but if they buzinto thy head that whep 5 


22 wrap ergannts 


docfolkill Chriſts, parablein me, letvsm ake 
chear my friends and be merric,for this | 


_— Raz -F\. ms 
Oe | 
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rthis {-roongofthirty, thenits ohevYnder fige and 
ow is being-vndurifullco his father, (I 
waies | telbthcelfay,hadftthou been withme,andſo 
truc) | cominucd- to-the'+terme- of [lawfull age, 


lear- þ/by thattmmeinlikefihood I mighthaueycel- 


crie,1l 


by 


ded ſomwhat vnto: thee, eſpecially if 1had 


1 beeÞ ſeenis (uitable difpofition in thee for that 


well: 
hee as 


-kind of life;,whereuatoi'thou_ waft -addited. 
But now thecaſe-is: far.otherwiſe;for as a wo- 


11 duef 
nged, 


| manchild vnder theageof twelve being for- 
;ced and abuſed, by any man, and ſheafter the 


ve bin} rape committed abide with the raviſher, can 


-(cor- 
LyetI 
rong,l 


not be ſaid all thatwhile co be of yeers, and 
theres anullity in the mariage,ifany ſuch be 
-.-contraed between them, as it hath been de- 


at firlff* creedinthe Councel of Trext:ſuwhatage ſoc- 
pecechÞ} yer thou comeſt tointhat place,wherethou 


tisthe] 
ſoner. | 


art kept priſoner much againſt my will,think 
not that any ſuch aduantage acrues thereby, 


. 


whey 5 but may be void, and fruſtrate, to the intent 


rs old, 


. [4 


either of law or religion, notwithſtanding al 


ficionf{ your Samay ns you haucarealoh? 
Ir 


e thedi/ 


why ſir,becauſe the Teſuits ſeduced thee, and 


and te} ſtill deteinethee, with an Guill conſcience, and 


an ncl 
ned b 
e mon}; 


duty 


- 
wh 


+ aſcadalous cxample. The excuſe wilnotſerue 
| tolay,the ationwasthe holy ghoſts, for ſure- 


} fy the holic Ghoſt ugh no hand inafoful 


a4tion. 
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